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Arafat to visit Turkey this week 

GAZA crnr (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will visit Turkey this week for talks with Pres- 
ident Suleiman Demirel, his office announced on Sun- 
day. Mr. Arafat will stop over in Ankara Wednesday 
on his way back from a one-day visit to Russia, Nabil 
Abu Rdama, a top presidential aide, told AFP Turkey 
is the only Muslim country among six countries due 
to send observers to participate in an unarmed moni- 
toring force m the West Bank city of Hebron, which 
came under Palestinian rule last month. The 1S0- 
member force is to be deployed in an effort to avoid 
conflicts between Hebron s Palestinian majority and 
the small community of Jewish settlers which lives in 
the city centre under heavy Israeli army guard. 
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King condoles 
UAE leader 

AMMAN (J.T.J — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Smvtoy sent a cable to 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan, condoling him 
over the death of his 
nephew Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Khalid Ben Sul- 
tan AI Nahayan. The UAE 
announced on Sunday a 10- 
day mourning period and 
the closure of government 
offices for three days over 
the death of the sheikh. 
UAE officials did not spec- 
ify the cause of the death of 
the sheikh, in his 50s. 

Jordan, Iraq discuss 
trade ties 

AMMAN fPetra) — Min- 
ister of Trade and Industry 
Ali Abul Ragheb on Sun- 
day reviewed with Iraqi 
Minister of Trade Moham- 
mad Mabdi Saleh bilateral 
ties. They also discussed 
means to develop econom- 
ic relations and the pro- 
cedures to implement the 
trade protocol signed 
between Jordan and Iraq. 

Kinkei to 
visit Jordan 

AMMAN (AFP) — Ger- 
man Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkei will visit Jor- 
dan March 4 for a one-day 
working visit before travel- 
ling on to the Palestinian 
autonomous areas and then 
Israel, the German 
embassy here said Sunday. 
Mr. Kinkei will hold talks 
with senior Jordanian offi- 
cials on recent develop- 
ments in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process and bilateral 
relations, the embassy said. 

League to send 
observers to 
Algerian elections 

CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Arab League will send 
observers to monitor 
Algerian legislative elec- 
tions later this year. Secre- 
tary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid said on Sunday. 
“The Arab League will take 
part in monitoring the next 
legislative elections in 
Algeria,” Mr. Abdul 
Meguid said in a statement 
released at the Cairo head- 
quarters of the 2'2-pan Arab 
organisation. He said he 
had received a message 
from Algerian President 
Li amine Zeroual asking 
the league to send 
observers to monitor the 
upcoming vote. Mr. Zer- 
oual has been holding con- 
sultations with representa- 
tives of political parties in 
Algeria to lay the ground- 
work for an independent 
commission for monitoring 
elections. He has already 
put foward two dates for 
the first round of elections 
— May 29 and June 5 — 
and has urged political par- 
ties to choose between 
them. The Arab League 
had sent 43 observers to 
monitor the presidential 
elections in Algeria in 
1995. 

Yemen smashes 
counterfeit 
money gang 

ADEN (AFP) — Yemeni 
authorities announced 
Sunday the arrests of five 
people on charges of print- 
ing $18 million in counter- 
feit money. The two Yeme- 
nis and three foreigners 
whose nationalities were 
not disclosed were arrested 
last week after spending 
some of the counterfeit 
money, a senior security 
officer in Aden, Ahmad 
Muthanna, told AFP. Two 
false diplomatic passports 
were also seized from the 
group, he added. Several 
counterfeit rings have been 
smashed in Yemen since 
the civil war in 1 994. 
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U.S. expels two Indian envoys 

WASHINGTON iR) — The United States has mik'icd liur expul- 
sion of two diplomats from India in rmliuikm for the e\pu!si< «i « >f 
two American officials from New Delhi last month, a Suite 
Department spokesman said on Sunday. Spokesman Glyn Dm ics 
said the Indian diplomas were stationed in the San Fr.uk.nseo and 
Chicago ocmsulaiesaiKl were ordered on Feb. 10 to leave the coon- 
uy for "activities that were incompatible with their consular sta- 
tus." The spokesman confirmed the decision ro forev out the 
diplomats was m retaliation for the expulsion of two Americans 
last month from New Delhi. No further details were available. 
One of the American diplomats asked to leave India was reported 
to be the station chief of the Central Intelligence Agency i CIA 1 in 
New Dehli. The Press Trust of India iPTls said the American 
reportedly had "unauthorised" links with Rattan Sehgal. identified 
as a director in charge of the anti-espionage division of India’s 
Intelligence Bureau. “Following this Sehgal was asked to put m 
his papers which he did in late December...." the PT1 said. 
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Palestinians and Israelis 
resume talks in shadow 
of row over settlements 

Thorny issues to be sorted out by committees 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators a 
new round of talks that will 
set the stage for Israel’s 
next troop pullback in the 
West Bank- 

Nine committees were set 
up to deal with unresolved 
issues from the Israel- 
Palestinian peace agree- 
ments, including a “safe 
passage" to allow Palestini- 
ans to travel freely between 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and the opening of a 
Palestinian port and airport 
in Gaza. Some committees 
will begin meeting on Mon- 
day. 

“Both sides have accept- 
ed as a principle ...that the 
agreements will be hon- 
oured by each side with 
reciprocity, responsibility 
and in an atmosphere 
appropriate to the peace 
process," Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy said 
after the meeting at the 
Maale Hahamisba kibbutz 
outside Jerusalem. 

“The principle is- ... total 
rejection of the path of vio- 
lence." 



Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy (right) and Palestin- 
ian chief negotiator Mahmoud Abbas shake hands prior 
- to the start of talks on Sunday aimed at expanding Pales- 
tinian self-rule in the West Bank and Gaza Strip' (Reuters 
photo) 


The new talks come a 
month after the transfer of 
most of Hebron from Israeli 
to Palestinian control, 
under the First agreement 
reached between Yasser 
Arafat and the hardline 
government of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“The implementation of 
the Hebron accord ... has 
led to an atmosphere of 
comfort and trust," said 
Mahmoud . Abbas, Mr. 
Arafat's top deputy and the 
head of the Palestinian 
negotiating team. 

Mr. Levy noted “the good 
and responsible atmos- 
phere" at Sunday’s meet- 
ing. 

“We have undertaken to 
take actions that will bring 
the two populations clos- 
er." he said. “We live hun- 
dreds of metres apart and it 
can be said that we don’t 
know each other.’’ 

The Palestinians have 
said they plan to raise other 
issues in the talks,, includ- 
ing tire _amount of land 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel moves to nullify all intifada-linked claims 


ISRAEL DREW UP legis- 
lation Sunday to bar thou- 
sands of Palestinians 
wounded by Israeli troops 
during the 1987-1993 
intifada from receiving 
compensation, officials 
said. 

Drafting of the intifada 
injuries law was finalised 
Sunday at a meeting led by 
Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi and will be sub- 
mitted soon to parliament, a 
ministry spokesman said. 

If passed into law, the leg- 
islation would cancel sever- 
al hundred claims already 
filed by Palestinians for 
injuries or damages suf- 
fered during the years of 
unrest 

A ministry official said 
the claims already filed 


amounted to more than 
$300 million and that more 
were expected. 

The new legislation 
would reclassify the intifa- 
da from civil unrest to “acts 
of war” which would then 
fall under a 1952 Israeli law 
which exempts the state 
from paying compensation 
for injuries or damages 
caused by the army. 

The bill would allow for 
compensation only in “spe- 
cial humanitarian cases" to 
be determined by a special 
panel of judges. 

The draft legislation 
quickly came under attack 
by Palestinian officials and 
human rights activists. 

“We condemn this deci- 
sion and call on the parlia- 
ment and government of 


Israel not to approve this 
legislation," said Hisham 
Abdul Razak, an official in 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and a 
member of the elected 
Palestinian legislative 
council. 

“This is a violation of 
international law. which 
provides for the right to 
compensation for damages 
under occupation,” he told 
AFP. 

Leah Tsemel. an Israeli 
civil rights attorney who 
represents several Palestini- 
ans seeking compensation, 
assailed the bill as a “legal 
device (which) is the height 
of hypocrisy." 

"Palestinians cannot be 
considered a population at 
war when they are under 


occupation by the Israeli 
army,” she told AFP. 

Ms. Tsemel cited the 
cases of one family whose 
house was destroyed by 
accident when the army 
demolished a neighbouring 
building and an 1 1 -year-old 
child who lost an eye after 
being shot by mistake. 

“If this bill passes, these 
people will no longer have 
a right to compensation 
even though the courts have 
already said they were vic- 
tims of accidents,” she said. 

Israel’s previous Labour 
government also consid- 
ered a law to bar compensa- 
tion for intifada-related 
damages but backed down 
after the move was criti- 
cised by human rights 
groups. 


Ross to carry Netanyahu’s ‘new 
formula' to Syria — Israel radio 


TEL AVIV i AFP) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has presented a new 
formula for rekindling peace talks with 
Syria to U.S. Middle East mediator Dennis 
Ross, who could soon take the proposal to 
Damascus, Israel Radio reported Sunday. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with Mr. Ross late 
Saturday in New York after talks earlier in 
the week in Washington with President Bill 
Clinton and the new U.S. secretary of state, 
Madeleine AJbright. 

In their meeting, Mr. Netanyahu laid out 
a new “formula” for convincing Syria to 
resume peace negotiations which broke off 
a year ago, the radio said. 

It suggested Mr. Ross could travel soon to 
Damascus to present the Israeli ideas to 
Syrian leaders, but there was no confirma- 
tion from other sources that such a visit was 
in view and Mr. Netanyahu himself was 
cautious about the chances for a break- 
through. 

“The next few weeks will provide a test 
of Syria's willingness ro enter the path of 
peace," he told Israel Radio on Sunday. 

Mr. Clinton said Thursday after meeting 
Mr. Netanyahu he was "hopeful” Israel and 
Syria could resume peace talks but he 
added that he had “nothing specific” to 
announce. 

Syria demands that negotiations with Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government take into account 
an agreement by Israel’s previous Labour 
administration concerning an eventual 
return of the Golan Heights in exchange for 
full peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who was elected on a 
platform calling for the enhancement of 


Israel’s “security,” maintains that there 
should be no fixed starting point and no 
conditions for resuming talks. 

In a sign of some possible movement, Mr. 
Netanyahu said after meeting Mr. Clinton 
that he would “take note" of the previous 
Israel-Syria negotiations. 

But he added, "we cannor be bound by 
conversations or by ideas or by specula- 
tions and suggestions and hypotheses. We 
can only honour signed agreements.” 

Mr. Netanyahu also reconfirmed Israel’s 
acceptance of the "general basis” of U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338 which lay out a 
"land-for-peace” principle for Middle East 
negotiations 

Syria interprets the U.N. resolutions as 
requiring Israel to give up all occupied 
land, including the Golan Heights, while 
Mr. Netanyahu's administration says they 
do not necessarily apply to the Golan 
region. 

Hardline opponents of any pullback from 
the Golan were angered Sunday by an 
Israeli television report saying thar while 
in the United States. Mr. Netanyahu care- 
fully avoided any statement ruling out the 
possibility of territorial concessions to 
Syria. 

“Syria hasn’i changed its position and so 
there is no reason for us ro change ours,” 
said Internal Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani, who broke away from the Labour 
Party to form his own Third Way Move- 
ment over the Golan issue. 

Tf the government decides to change its 

(Continued on page 7) 


Musa: 
Israel 
needs 
lesson 
in peace 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said on Sunday it was Israel 
rather than the Arabs that 
needed lessons in peace, just 
the opposite of what Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu stated in Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Musa told reporters 
that Israel needed to be edu- 
cated especially on the dan- 
ger to the Middle East peace 
process of the Jewish state’s 
settlements policy. 

He was responding to 
comments made last week in 
Washington during a visit by 
Mr. Netanyahu, who criti- 
cised what he said was the 
lack of “education for 
peace” in the Arab World. 

Mr. Netanyahu charged 
that Arab children still were 
not being taught to accept 
Israel as a permanent jjpr of 
the Middle East landscape. 


Congolese president to visit Jordan; 
talks held on cooperation in transport 


.AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, the Regent, 
on Sunday received a mes- 
sage addressed to His 
Majesty King Hussein from 
President of Congo Pascal 
Lissomba. The message 
was delivered to the Regent 
by Congolese Minister of 
Transport Victor Tampa, 
who was received at a spe- 
cial audience at the Royal 
Court. 

Mr. Tampa briefed the 
Regent on his visit to Jor- 
dan which falls within the 
context of bolstering ties of 
cooperation in transport. 

Mr. Tampa said Presi- 
dent Lissomba will visit 
Jordan next month. 

Earlier on Sunday, Minis- 
ter of Transport Nasser AI 
Lawzi received Mr. Tampa 
and discussed with him 
scopes of cooperation in 
air and land transport to 
facilitate transportation of 
Congolese pilgrims and 
enhance commercial 
exchange. 

Mr. Lawzi voiced hope 
that a memorandum of 
understanding on enhanc- 
ing scopes of cooperation 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Sunday receives Congolese Minister of Transport Victor 
Tampa (Petra photo) 


will be reached soon. 

Mr. Tampa voiced hope 
that a twinning agreement 
between Aqaba and Con- 
golese ports will be 

reached, saying that his 
country will learn from Jor- 
dan’s experience in the area 
of training pilots at the 
civil aviation academy. 

Later Mr. Lawzi accom- 
panied his guest to the 
Meteorology Depanmem. 

Mr. Tampa met with the 
chief executive officer of 


Royal Jordanian t RJ l. 
Nailer Daliabi. and 
reviewed with him possi- 
bilit\ of operating a direct 
air route between Jordan 
and Congo. 

The meeting wax attended 
by Ministry of Transport 
Secretary General Nuxxer 
Ayvoub and the RJ Vice 
President for Public Rela- 
tions Munih Touqan. 

Mr. Tampa also \isited 
the Royal Jordanian Air 
Acadeinv. 


Jordan rejects Israeli assertion over 
Jordanian-owned 'absentee property' 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Sunday dismissed 
an Israeli assertion that the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty implicitly allows the 
Jewish state to continue to 
apply its “absentee property 
law” to properties owned 
by Jordanians in Israel and 
stressed that Jordan was 
determined to press for the 
return of Jordanian-owned 
properties in Israel. 

The comment, made by 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher, came in 
response to a statement 
made by the Israeli 
embassy here that Jordani- 
ans’ lands and houses in 
Israel will continue to be 
treated as absentee-owned 
properties under the 1950 
Israeli absentee property 
law. 

The status of individual 
properties belonging to Jor- 
danians prior to 1948 and 
currently under the custody 
of the Israeli “absentee- 
property guard” will neither 
be modified or even dis- 
cussed in the final phase of 


the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations, the statement 
implied. 

Moreover, according to 
the Israeli stand, the 1994 
peace treaty between Jor- 
dan and Israel does not 
retroactively affect the sta- 
tus of lands or other indi- 
vidual properties and tacitly 
provides for the maintain- 
ing of the status-quo. 

"In the framework of the 
peace treaty between the 
two countries, it has been 
agreed that there will be no 
change in the current status 
of absentee properties.” a 
spokesperson for the Israeli 
embassy here said. 

But Dr. Muahser respond- 
ed: “There is a clause in the 
peace treaty forbidding any 
discrimination (between 
Jordanian and Israeli citi- 
zens) and Israel’s maintain- 
ing of the current status of 
absentee properties is a vio- 
lation of this clause and, 
(consequently) of the peace 
treaty” 

Interviewed by telephone 
before leaving for Europe 
on an official visit. Dr. 
Muasher would not specify 
ro which clause of the 


peace treaty he was refer- 
ring. 

However, references to 
the “removal of all discrim- 
inatory barriers." can be 
found in article 7 on eco- 
nomic rdatioas and in arti- 
cle 1 1 on good neighbourly 
relations. 

“We feel that those prop- 
erties belong to Jordani- 
ans,” Dr. Muasher said, and 
“Israel itself admits that 
they are not Israeli proper- 
ties by calling them ‘absen- 
tee-owned’." 

Stressing the govern- 
ment’s commitment to 
ensure a just settlement of 
the issue. Dr. Muasher also 
said that while he served as 
Jordan's first ambassador to 
Israel in 1995 the govern- 
ment approached the Israeli 
ministry of foreign affairs 
with an official letter call- 
ing for Israel's relinquish- 
ment of the properties 
under custody of the absen- 
tee-property guard to their 
original owners. 

Israel has not responded 
to the Jordanian govem- 

(Continued on page 7) 


No tangible result yet of efforts to 
free Jordanian prisoners in Kuwait 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At least two 
Gulf Arab countries are 
continuing efforts with the 
Kuwaiti government to 
secure the release of the 
dozens of the Jordanians 
imprisoned in the emirate, 
but no definite outcome of 
the efforts has emerged yet, 
diplomatic sources said 
Sunday. 

The sources identified the 
countries as Oman and 
Qatar and said their efforts 
followed a specific Jordan- 
ian request following a 
recent report that Kuw’aiti 
security forces had stormed 
a jail and beat up Jordanian 
prisoners. 

The Omani and Qatari 
ambassadors visited the 
prison and reported back to 
the Jordanian government 
that the prisoners were 
treated well and the report- 
ed violence was in connec- 
tion with toughening of the 
prison administration fol- 
lowing incidents of drug 
smuggling. 


Jordanians are held sepa- 
rate from those serving sen- 
tences on drug charges. 

“Since the visit, an 
intense effort has been 
launched to convince the 
Kuwaiti government to 
release all Jordanian pris- 
oners held on political 
charges” — of “collaborat- 
ing with the Iraqis during 
the occupation of Kuwait" 
— said one source. 

According to the sources, 
“other countries friendly to 
Jordan" have joined the 
effort. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, said Saturday after 
a meeting of the Council of 
Ministers, that Arab media- 
tion was continuing in the 
affair. 

"The fact that the Kuwaiti 
government was receptive 
to the idea of a dialogue 
over the prisoners is a good 
sign,” said the source. "The 
dialogue is continuing but it 
is too early to determine 
what the outcome could 
be.” 

A source who closely fol- 


lows developments in 
Kuwait said that the gov- 
ernment of the emirate 
might find opposition from 
hardline Kuwaitis against 
releasing the Jordanians. 

"Some Kuwaitis simply 
reject any gestures towards 
Jordan and Jordanians, and 
it would take some time 
before the government 
would find itself comfort- 
able enough to offer a gen- 
eral amnesty for Jordanian 
prisoners.” said the source. 

Around 60 Jordanians are 
serving term in Kuwait 

after the State Security 
Court found them guilty of 
"collaborating" with Iraq. 
Some of them worked for 
an Iraqi newspaper during 
the occupation, and others, 
according to rhe charges 
against them, “helped the 
occupation army." 

Justice Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughmi. in a televi- 
sion interview on Friday, 
expressed hope that all Jor- 
danian prisoners in Kuwait 
would be released, as a 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hizbollah chief assails 
Clinton for ‘justifying’ 
Israeli occupation 



Beirut reveals 5,000 years of civilisation 


Banks which fix interest rates 
closer to Islam, Tantawi rules 




BEIRUT (AFP) — Sheikh 
Hasson Nasrallah. leader of 
the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah. accused U.S. President 
Bill Clinton on Sunday of 
"justifying'’ Israel's occu- 
pation of South Lebanon 
and the Golan Heights. 

‘’The issue has reached 
the point where Clinton 
stands up and justifies in a 
clear manner Israel's occu- 
pation of South Lebanon 
and the Golan under the 
pretext of Israel's so-called 
requirements of security,” 
Sheikh Nasrallah said. 

"He (Clinton) is the head 
of a state that claims to be 
the guarantor of world 
cooperation. democracy 
and international laws and 
he is the one who sanctions 
Iraq. Libya and now 
Sudan."Sheikh Nasrallah 
said. 

"He threatens all coun- 
tries around the world with 
sanctions under the banner 
of violation of international 
jaws while he himself 
stands up to violate 
international laws and for 
whom? For Israel’s eyes 
onlv.” he said. 


The comments came as 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
wrapped up talks in the 
United States with Clinton 
and senior diplomatic offi- 
cials, held in an effort to 
restart peace talks with 
Syria that broke off last 
year. 

Neither Mr. Clinton nor 
Mr. Netanyahu reported the 
sides were closer to reopen- 
ing negotiations, but the 
U.S. leader said Israel 
should be able to guarantee 
the security of its northern 
territories. 

In response Sheikh Nas- 
rallah said “any bet by Arab 
states on the United States 
or on the U.S. administra- 
tion to regain their rights, 
honour and dignity will be 
fruitless and wasted.” 

The Hizbollah leader was 
speaking during a rally in 
Beirut's Shiite -dominated 
southern suburbs to com- 
memorate the Feb. 16, 
1992 killing of his prede- 
cessor, Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi, in an Israeli air 
raid in South Lebanon. 


Hizbollah-GIA tie suggested 


PARIS (AP) — A French 
newsmagazine reported 
Saturday that a French 
envoy met with the head of 
(he Hizbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon and got help in 
trying to avoid attacks by- 
Algerian militants. 

The unidentified “French 
emissary” met with Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah. secretary 
general of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah. the con- 
servative magazine Le 
Point said in the brief 
report. 

Without giving its 
sources, it quoted Sheikh 
Nasrallah as saying: “We 
had messages passed to the 
Algerian armed Islamic 
group asWng.it.nqt to attack' 
French interests.”" 

1 The Algerian group. 


known by its French initials 
GIA. has claimed responsi- 
bility for bombings in 
France as well as attacks in 
Algeria, a former French 
colony led by a military- 
backed government 

A French foreign ministry 
spokesman said he had “no 
information" on the report 
or on whether French offi- 
cials had met with Hizbol- 
lah officials in the past. 

In Beirut, Hizbollah offi- 
cials were not immediately 
available to comment oa 
the report. 

If confirmed, the report 
would raise questions about 
what links France may 
have with' the .Hizbollah |f 
and what ties the ¥li#>ollah‘’ 
may have with the GIA. 


BEIRUT (R) — Beneath 
the war rubble of central 
Beirut archaeologists have 
uncovered a 5,000-year 
story of successive civilisa- 
tions. 

Hareth A1 Boustani, an 
archeological adviser with 
Solidere, the company 
rebuilding central Beirut 
and helping to finance the 
digs, said 80.000 square 
metres had been uncovered 
since excavations began in 
1993. 

“The excavations showed 
Beirut was founded in 3000 
B.C.,” Mr. Boustani told 
reporters. 

Layers of Canaanite, 
Phoenician. Hellenistic, 
Byzantine, Roman, 

Mameluke and Ottoman 
civilisation have been 
unearthed in an area where 
hundreds of buildings dam- 
aged in Lebanon’s 1975-90 
civil war have been demol- 
ished to make way for 
reconstruction. 

Solidere. which plans to 
turn the 1.8-million-square 
metre Beirut central district 
into a futuristic city centre, 
has financed 80 per cent of 
the $8 million cost of the 
excavations. 

The main digs have fin- 
ished with the exception of 
one field, Mr. Boustani 
said. 

“The area still being exca- 
vated is where the (Roman) 
law school may be locat- 
ed,” he said during a brief- 
ing by Solidere officials on 
the progress of reconstruc- 
tion. 

Discovery of the Law 
school of Berytus, the most 
prominent in the Roman 
empire before the city was 
destroyed in A.D. 551 by an 
earthquake would be an 



CAIRO (AFP) — The 
head of A3 Azhar, the top 
Sunni Muslim authority, 
has said in statements pub- 
lished Sunday that banks 
which fix interest rates in 
advance are the closest to 
Islamic anti-usury princi- 
ples. 

“Not all bank interests 
are either halal or haram,” 
Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein Tantawi told the Lon- 
don-based Arab daily A1 
HayaL 

“But banks which fix 
interest rales ahead of time 
are the closest to Islam,” 
he said. 

Sbeikh Tantawi said that 
the notion of legal and ille- 
gal must be decided case 
by case. “If you give your 
money to someone who 
needs it to pay a debt it is 


not right for you iithai 


case to make a profit^ 
this money,” he said. 

“But if you give ytxs 
money to someone in trust,, 
be it a bank or someone 
else, you must pay him 1 a 
fee to protect this money, ^ 
he said. “And if you plat* 
your money with someone 
as an investment and after- 
wards he fixes an interest 
rate or a profit this proce- 
dure is halal,” he added. 

Sheikh Tantawi said he 
would visit London in May 
in response to an invitation 
from the British govetn- 
ment and could at that time 
meet Prince Charles, 
whom he praised for his 
call to launch a dialogue 
between Muslims and the 
West. 


2 Egyptian slayings blamed * 
on women wearing trousers 


A general view on Sunday of the remains of the Phoenician city which was uncov- 
ered by archaeologists digging in Beirut over the last 18 months (Reuters photo) 


archaeologists’ dream come 
true. 

Mr. Boustani said further 
digs would be earned out in 
parts of the city centre not 
scheduled for construction 
and in plots where ruins 
were unearthed during con- 
struction. 

“The excavations will 
continue but we cannot do 
systematic digs like in areas 
outside cities,” he told 
Reuters. 

“If any ruins are found in 
a piece of land that is being 
prepared for construction, 
then archaeological te ams 
will excavate before the 
construction continues.” he 
said. 


He said six sites had been 
deemed worth preserving 
by the experts, who include 
archaeologists and scien- 
tists from the universities of 
Paris. Nice, Amsterdam, 
Tubingen and Berlin, and 
London Museum as well as * 
groups from Italy, Australia 
and the Czech Republic. 

Dr. Boustani said the 
Lebanese Ministry of Cul- 
ture, which supervises the 
digs with the General 
Directorate of Antiquities, 
had decided to keep sites 
such as a Canaanite hill and 
the Phoenician quarter in 
their original place. 

Three other sites — the 
Hellenistic quarter, the 


Byzantine commercial site 
and some Roman r uins — 
would be dismantled and 
rebuilt 

. “Solidere has taken the 
responsibility to repair and 
beautify the Roman baths... 
this whole area will become 
a Roman-style public gar- 
den,” he added. 

Candomaximus. the main 
street of Roman Beirut 
would most likely be 
repaired and preserved, Mr. 
Boustani said. Some 2,500 
square metres of mosaics 
found in excavations will 
be restored and re-installed 
in the covered market 
which are scheduled to be 
rebuilt next year. 


New York City screeches 
to a halt for Netanyahu 


Indian officials shopping for 
Israeli arms, newspaper says 


Egypt to carpet Marwani Mosque 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i AFP) — Egypt will donate 
the first carpets for the Mar- 
wani prayer hall which has 
been newly renovated 
beneath the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. Islam's third holi- 
est site in Jerusalem's Old 
City, an official said Sunday. 

"Jordan provided rugs for 
the Dome of the Rock. Saudi 
Arabia helped renovate the 
A I Aqsa Mosque, so we 
wanted to help out as well." 
said Mahmoud Karim. 
Egypt’s representative to the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity. 

“I \ isited the Marwani and 
found that all it had was 
grass mats.” he told AFP 
from Gaza City. He added 
that an expert would arrive 
soon from Cairo to assess the 
site for the Egyptian-made 
OrienlJiI rugs. 

He said this was the first 


major Egyptian contribution 
to the A1 Aqsa compound 
since 1967, when Israel 
occupied the Old City along 
with the rest of East 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian religious offi- 
cials renovated the Marwani 
prayer hall last year, despite 
protests by Israel that the 
construction was done with- 
out a permit. It has been 
opened for prayers but not 
for tourism. The halL also 
known as Solomon’s Stables 
because it was used by the 
Crusaders to house horses, 
lies underground directly 
underneath the AJ Aqsa 
Mosque. 

The A1 Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome of the Rock, which 
His Majesty King Hussein 
provided with new carpets 
last fall, are the two main 
mosques on the A1 Aqsa 
compound. 


NEW YORK (R) — Eight 
blocks of prime midtown 
Manhattan real estate were 
closed off to New Yorkers on 
■ Saturday' as a security mea- ' 
surejdo Israeli Prime .Mbps-"' 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
could walk to a synagogue 
for morning services. 

Helicopters hovered over- 
head and orange sanitation 
trucks filled with tonnes of 
salt took up positions at 
every street corner along the 
route as Mr. Netanyahu 
walked from his Essex 
House Hotel room on Cen- 
tral Park South to the fifth 
avenue synagogue on East 
62nd street between Fifth 
and Madison Avenues. The 
heavy trucks were used as 
barricades at intersections. 

“Where’s the parade? 
What time does the parade 
start? And why all the securi- 
ty?” spectators asked. The 
eight blocks from hotel to 
synagogue looked like a 
ghost town. 

Security was so tight 
pedestrians were not permit- 
ted to cross Fifth Avenue into 
the pari: or to walk along 
Central Park South until Mr. 
Netanyahu reached his desti- 
nation. Guests at other hotels 


along the route including the 
Pierre and Sherry Netheriand 
were sidelined until after Mr. 
Netanyahu had left the area. ■ 
’’ Mr. Netanyahu* ‘ his 

r i wife’Sai'aahi^ed 'ati the syn- . 
agogue about 10:40 a.m. 
EST (1540 GMT). Wearing 
a prayer shawl, Mr. 
Netanyahu sat in the second 
row. next to the president of 
the synagogue. 

In a brief speech Mr. 
Netanyahu invited everyone 
in the congregation to Israel 
to celebrate his country’s 
50th anniversary as a nation 
next year. He also reiterated 
his plans to invite Pope John 
Paul II to the anniversary. 

He got a laugh when he 
told the congregation his 
walk to the synagogue that 
was devoid of cars and peo- 
ple was “a miracle.” Before 
leaving, he was given a 
blessing by the synagogue’s 
cantor and presented with a 
ceremonial wine cup and 
bible. 

His wife, wearing a two- 
piece black suit and match- 
ing hat, sat two floors above 
her husband, next to Israeli 
Consul-General Colette Avi- 
tal with die other women in 
the congregation. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Senior Indian defence offi- 
cials have visited Israeli 
defence, plants to look into-j 
the possibility -erf. signing aV* 
major weapons deal, the ■ 
Jerusalem Post newspaper 
reported on Sunday. 

Citing Israeli defence 
industry sources, the Eng- 
lish-language newspaper 
said Defence Secretary 
T.K. Banetji headed one 
mission to the country last 
week to inspect electronics 
and radar systems. 

A defence ministry 
spokesman confirmed thai 
the Indian defence officials 
visited Israel, but declined 
to provide any details, 
referring all queries to the 
Indian embassy. 

Indian embassy officials 
were not immediately 
available for comment. 

In December, India and 
Israel signed cooperation 
agreements in several 
fields, including technolog- 
ical research and develop- 
ment and the Jerusalem 
Post quoted a senior Israeli 
defence source as saying 
the two countries were 
expected to sign some mili- 
tary purchase contracts this 


year. 

That deal followed an 
unpublicised trip to Israel 
.in Jime by. the .chief scien- 
i tisfc Sn i In died sn defense min- 
■ iStry, .A)Rh Abdul Kalam, 
to look into Israel’s missile 
and satellite programmes, 
the Jerusalem Post report- 
ed. 

Defence industry officials 
told the newspaper that 
Israeli firms were bidding 
for several major Indian 
contracts, including to 
upgrade several hunched T- 
72 tanks with advanced 
fire-control systems. 

Last year Israel Aircraft 
Industries, the country’s top 
defence contractor, 

announced the sale of 
Super Dvoia Mark H high- 
speed attack boats to the 
Indian navy. 

Indo-Israeli ties got a 
boost a month ago when 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man made the first official 
visit by an Israeli head of 
state. 

Mr. Weizman offered to 
sell Israel’s latest Kfir 
fighter jets to India and said 
he was confident of close 
cooperation between the 
two air forces. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A 
mother killed her daughter 
because she wore trousers 
and a man strangled his 
cousin whom he tried to 
rape because she aroused 
him by wearing jeans, the 
government press reported 
Sunday. 

Women have begun 
wearing pants in Egypt in 
recent years, although pre- 
viously women who 
appeared in trousere in 
public were thought to be 
prostitutes. 

Hanem Mohammad 
Ismail initially told police 
that her daughter Mona 
Youmna Musa, 21, whom 
she said was secretly mar- 
ried to a neighbour, com- 
mitted suicide by dousing 
herself with kerosene. AI 
Ahram newspaper said. 

“But Ismail later admit- 
ted that she poured 
kerosene on her daughter 
and set her on fire out of 
fear that her husband 
would divorce her because 
she wore trousers,” A1 
Ahram said. 

. The incident occurred on 
Saturday 1 ' in Khalifa, a”' 


working-class district of 
Cairo, it said. 

Meanwhile, police jailed 
a young man accused of 
killing his cousin after he 
tried to rape her because 
she had aroused him by 
wearing jeans. AI 
Jomhouriya newspaper 
said. 

Mohammad Ramzi Das- 
suki went to visit his uncle 
in die Nile Delta last week 
during ‘Eid A1 Fitr. die 
feast marking the end of 
the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, but found only 
his 17-year-old cousin, at 
home. 

“The devil messed with 
my mind when 1 saw my 
cousin” Maruwa Fathi, 
wearing jeans and .a T- 
shirt, Dassuki told investi-, 
gators. 

He tried to kiss her but 
she defended herself by 
threatening him with a 
kitchen knife. Dassuki 
overpowered her and 
dragged her to the living 
room to rape her but when 
she screamed for help he 
strangled her. the daily 
“said. ' ’ ■ 


15 dead, 40 wounded in 
fighting in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (R) — 

Fighting in Mogadishu last 
week between rival Somali 
factions killed at least 15 
people and wounded 40, 
residents said on Sunday. 

The victims included five 
people from one family — 
a man, his wife, his son, his 
brother and his mother-in- 
law — who all died when a 
mortar shell landed on their 
house in south Mogadishu. 

During the fighting, 
which continued until Sat- 
urday, two mortar rounds 
landed on the former 
Somali presidential palace, 
now used by warlord Hus- 
sein Mohammad Aideed. 
But no casualties were 
reported from the palace. 

Supporters of Mr. Aideed 
and rival warlord Ali 


Mahdi Mohammad accused 
each other of starting, the 
fighting, which began after 
a technical — a makeshift 
armoured vehicle — ^ran 
over a landmine. - - 
The area was caln^on 
Sunday. i 

A prominent Mrefim 
leader. Sheikh Ali S|j|kb 
Mahamoud, told redigr.. 
he blamed Mr. AtilShdi 
for an attack on his foSbw- 
ers at Shibbis, 7 iprtb 
Mogadishu, last WecBes- 
day. :-.L; 

He said Mr. Ali Mahdi 
resented his (Mahamotid’sj 
strong influence in theiifea- 
Asked about the mridebt 
Mr. Ali Mahdi "\itold 
reporters he was not behind 
the attack on the shell's 
followers. *’?•* 


| JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
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1 14:08 Muppei Show 

1 14 JO Cartoon — Captain 

j Planet 

I 15:00 French Programme 

, 16:00 Nature's Inventions 

j 16:3ft Deep Water Haven 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 ..American Chart Show 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

20:00 Doc. — Discover 

Magazine — Sources of 
Encrsv 


20:30 


22:00 

News in English 

22:25 


,23:00 

Police Drama — 

Hunter 


23:59 Comedy — Dad's Army 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:55 


06:13 


11:50 

Dhuhr 

14:58 

‘Asr 

17:26 

Maghreb 

18:44 



De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 6S2826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Deserts 

Jordan VaJQej 


03/21 

.09/24 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19, Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Ammon 27 per cent, 
Aqaba 30 per cent. 


CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies or God Church Tel. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245y0 
Church of the Annunication 

TeL 637440. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Under the effect of a warm air 
mass, skies will be sunny with 
temperatures becoming about five 
degrees above average and winds 
southeasterly moderate. Clouds 
will build up in the evening with a 
chance for rainfall. In Aqaba, it 
will be warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddoumi —..893542 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Du Naser Ibrahim 830432 

Dt Mohammad Al-Ghool 790730 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
AI Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Naironkh pharmacy ..623672 
AI Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Naironkh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy „.S47632 

IRBID: 

De Gbaala’amneh 250080 

AI Quds pharmacy I — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waited Nabhan—995743 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Rafice — 192 621 Hi. 637777 

Fire Brigade —617101 

Blood Bank. 775I2J 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept - 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Wfcter & Setwise Gampfcdris -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 1 .787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .623101 

Atxiali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television - 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 6363S 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


The Islamic, Abdali —666126/37 

AI-Ahti, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashin. 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery -865199 


(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


01:20 Amsterdam, Damascus 
(KL) 

05:05 -London (KJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 -Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport 
QAIA) (RW) -w.'Z 

20:30 Aqaba (RWl 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sinn HospitaL— (09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 


Mia/Max. temp. 

Amman .......... 

Aqaba .......... ... 


04/20 

08//25 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre..! 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Depanrem — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
j ..630341 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —81381302 

Khali di Maternity. 644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity _£42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Sanaa (RJ) 

°8 ;2 ° Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi 
(RJ) 

10:00 Jeddah tadd) (RJ) 

10:05 - Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 — .Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

20:35 -Tunis (add) (RJ) 

22:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

01:00 -Jakarta, Bangkok (RJ) 
03:40 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 

(RJ) 


departures 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 ......... Beirut (RJ) 

0930 Casablanca (RJ) 

11:00— Amsterdam, Chicaao (RJ) 

12:00 Tunic 


HUA2 RAILWAY TRAlN5 r 
Dep. Amman — SfflamtwyJJjcnfe 
Are Damascus -JiOOpmevoyMop# 
Efeji Damascus —7L3Q dm. every Sgniijg 
Art Amman 5:00 pjn. evav Sandqf 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 


05:45. 
09:30.. 
12 : 00 .. 
12:40- 
15:05 . 
21 : 00 . 
21:40 . 
22:45 .. 
00 JO... 


Other F ligh t*! 

Khartoum (SD) 

Cairo (MS) 

Doha (Q7) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

-..Tans, Damascus (AF) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Athens, Beirut (OA) 

... London, Damascus (BA) 


..Btuuaiu, VJUCaSOlKJ 

J??® Tunis (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

.London (RJ) 

J??! "■■■■...Frankfurt (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

-Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
21.15 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

h!m ---Sanaa (RJ) 

22! wT J*™*" 1RJ) 

05.45 Marka, Aqaba (add)(RJ) 

Other Flights 

ktonbul (TK) 

SS Beirul ’ London (BA) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

£-55 ....Damascus, Paris (AF) 

it’on "■"^erdamiKL) 

Athens (OA) 

07*35 London (KJ) 

(fit Damascus ’ London 


market prices 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. % 

Apple. .70615$ 

Banana. _550/5». 

Banana (imported) J 80/800 

Cabbage. M ja0f 



Cau 

Cucumber (large) 23<W36 

Cucumber (small) 370/200 

Eggplant. .220/140 

Fava beans ..950700 

Garllc 1150/950 

Crape ftuit J60/IW 

Lemon 

Marrow (large)...- 30W150 

Marrow (small) .450240 

Onion (green) .200/140 

Onion (dry) 206/120 

...~60GM$ 

p ras 950/706 

Pepper (hot) .400 OW 

Pepper (sween - ■ 

1°™° 

^ sh XX& 

Spinach 33Q058 

String beans 72flfiP? 

Tomj Ko 240 
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Home News 

Japan grants $72,318 
for projects in Karak 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Japanese government Sun- 
day allocated assistance 
worth an estimated $72318 
for two projects in the 
Karak Govemorate, 

according to an Embassy of 
Japan statement. 

One of the projects is the 
provision of a watertank 
iruck for the Muab Munici- 
pality and the other is 
directed to the Karak Qasa- 
ba Educational Department 
that they might improve 
public school libraries, the 
statement said. 

‘ The Muab Municipality 
plans to provide water 
more frequently and as it 
contains no well in the city, 
water must be brought from 
a well 36 kilometres east of 
the city and the water can 
only -be provided once a 
week, the Statement said. 

As residents of the area 
have been suffering from a 
continuous shortage of 
water, the Japanese govern- 
ment decided to provide a 
watertank truck worth 
S45,056 and the truck is 
expected to provide more 
ffeqtiem deliveries of water 
to a wider area. 

This contract was signed 
at the Embassy of Japan 
between Mayor of the 
Muab Municipality Mah- 
moud Tarawneh and 
Ambassador of Japan to 
Jordan Takayuki Kimura, 
the statement said. 

The second project will 
fall under the auspices of 
the Karak Qasaba Educa- 
tional Department as a pro- 
ject to improve public 
school libraries in the 
region, according to the 


statement. 

The libraries of II select- 
ed schools have now a total 
of 18,498 books, a number 
which has been judged to 
be insufficient for the stu- 
dent population. Therefore, 
the Japanese government 
has decided to provide a 
grant of S27362 for the 
purchase of books and fur- 
niture for these libraries. 

This contract was also 
signed at the Embassy of 
Japan between Director of 
Karak Qasaba Educational 
Department Abdul R ahman 
Ma’ayta and Mr. Kimura. 

These grams are provided 
within the framework of 
the Japanese Grant Assis- 
tance for Grassroots Pro- 
jects (GAGP). the state- 
ment said. 

GAGP is mainly extend- 
ed to non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs.l, 
research institutes, hospi- 
tals and local governments, 
with emphasis on such 
areas as primary health 
care, poverty relief, basic 
job training, women in 
development, environment, 
primary education and 
assistance to the disabled. 

Both Mr. Tarawneh and 
Mr. Ma’ayta voiced appre- 
ciation for the generous 
contributions. 

Through GAGP, Japan 
has thus far donated 
$1,572,680 to Jordan. The 
GAGP grants for the fiscal 
year of 1996 (April 1996- 
March 1997) to Jordan is 
expected to reach 
$700,000, including this 
assistance, the statement 
said. 


Minister warns engineers away from 
projected strike 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Responding to notices 
in the daily newspapers Sunday calling on 
all engineers to strike on Feb. 22, Minister 
of Public Works and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali described the projected strike as an 
“escalation” and an “unjustifiable and 
nnacceptable step” at this stage. 

In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. Mr. Majali said that all out- 
standing issues can and should be resolved 
through dialogue and not through strikes 
which, he said, serve no purpose and only 
complicate matters. 

Referring ro a memorandum of under- 
standing which the government previously 
concluded with the Jordan Engineers Asso- 


ciation (JEA), the minister said that the 
government has fulfilled its obligations and 
that a series of measures and amendments 
to existing regulations are still underway. 

The JEA called for a sit-in in front of the 
Ministry of Public Works from 10 a.m. to l 
p.m. in support of public sector engineers 
who are demanding a 180 per cent 
allowance up from 90 to 120 per cent as 
suggested by the government 

Mr. Majali maintained that any strike 
would prompt the government to no longer 
consider itself bound to any agreement with 
the JEA and that the government might 
resort to “suitable measures" to prevent any 
additional strikes. 


YMWA to host open house tomorrow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Young Muslim Women’s 
Association (YMWA) 
Centre for Special Educa- 
tion will hold an open 
house tomorrow at its cen- 
tre in Benayat, south of 
Amman, in order to give 
the Jordanian public an 
insight into its services for 
handicapped children. 

A centre official told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that 
the open house will be held 
from 9 a_m. to 1 p.m. and is 
organised to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the YMWA, 
a charitable voluntary 
organisation chaired by 
HRH Princess Sarvath A1 
Hassan. 

Visitors to the centre, 
specialised in providing 
education and vocational 
training for the mentally 
handicapped, will be able 
to watch trainees at work 
and visit to the YMWA’s 


sheltered workshop, locat- 
ed at Sahab Industrial City, 
the official said. 

Those visiting will 
receive transport by buses 
departing from the Amra 
Hotel in Amman, she said. 

• The centre offers training 
to children between three 
and eighteen years of age 
through teachers provided 
by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Vocational 
Training Corporation 
(VTC), the official said. 

A total of 200 children 
are training in ceramics, 
weaving and knitting, 
woodwork and agriculture 
at the centre and after 
acquiring good vocational 
skills they work either at 
the “sheltered workshop" 
at Sahab Industrial City or 
in Jordanian businesses 
and factories, she added. 

This sheltered workshop 
produces a variety of prod- 


ucts. marketed in Jordan 
through its showroom in 
the Wadi Saqra district of 
Amman or directly 
through contacts with both 
public and private institu- 
tions, she said. 

A total of 45 workers, 
referred from the centre, 
are currently employed at 
the sheltered workshop 
and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion has been the main pur- 
chaser of the workshop's 
products, which the offi- 
cial described as mainly 
woodwork. 

She added that the ser- 
vices of the YMWA train- 
ing centre are financed by 
local donors in addition to 
annual financial assistance 
from the ministries of edu- 
cation and social develop- 
ment. 


Women still claim less access to education, resources — survey 


By Francesca Clriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 


37,000 individuals 
throughout the Kingdom, 
the. survey revealed that 
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by the governmental and 
hon-gbveriimental organ-" 
isations (NGOs), Jordan- 
ian women still suffer 
less, access to education 
and . economic resources 
then their male compatri- 
ots, a recent Department 
of Statistics survey 
showed. 

The survey was divided 
into three parts: house- 
holds; maternal and child 
care; and individuals. 
Under the household 
s r section, males and 

* females 15 years and 

N l idc3 over responded to ques- 

V • J 1 " ' Jf tions regarding their edu- 

*: ■:!!•■»! cation. ” Responses 

showed that 15.3 percent 
of males did not complete 
their elementary educa- 
tion while 26.3 per cent 
of women fell into the 
same category. 

Conducted in the first 
half .of 1996 with the par- 
ticipation of 6,000 house- 
holds and more than 
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completed - the - 
iTawjLlii or equivalent, 
while only 3.6 per cent of 
women hold the same 
degree. 

Among this survey, 
holders of doctorate and 
masters degrees were 
divided respectively: 0.4 
and 0.6 per cent for men 
and zero and 0.2 per cent 
for women. 

With less access to edu- 
cation than men, women 
also appear to have rela- 
tively little financial 
independence and their 
access to economic 
resources seems tied to 
family or marriage. 

Of the surveyed 
women, 61 .5 per cent are 
homemakers, while the 
others are: students, 16.7 
per cent; with means. 0.2 
percent; disabled. 2.3 per 
cent, retired, 0.2 per cent; 
and others, 3.7 per cent. 

The employment rate 
among Jordanian women 
appeals particularly low 


when compared with that 
in industrialised coun- 
tries. 

According to 1996 fig- 
ures ■ conducted 'by.: the. 
Statistical Office of the 
European Communities 
(Eurostat), women con- 
stitute 41.4 per cent of 
the labour force in Euro- 
pean countries. 

Nonetheless, as most 
Jordanian women work 
as homemakers, which, 
for the purposes of the 
survey was considered a 
form of employment, 
unemployment among 
them was much lower 
than among men, 
totalling 4.3 per cent as 
opposed to 10.9 per cent 
among men. 

Questioned about their 
freedom of movement 
(unaccompanied) outside 
the home, more than half 
of the women in the sur- 
vey, 52 per cent, said they 
would not be permitted to 
go abroad alone to study. 
And 2.6 per cent of the 
women responded that 
they are not allowed to 
pay visits to their neigh- 


bours on their own. Still 
2.3 per cent responded 
that they are forbidden 
from going, to rhe local 
market aldriej.-.-. ,«;: , , 

‘Results of the .survey 
would appear to support 
the premise that many 
aspects of women’s lives 
in Jordan are determined 
by traditional values. 

When questioned about 
the adoption of “devel- 
oped countries' lifestyle 
in Arab countries,” 82.2 
per cent of the women 
selected declared they 
were against it 

The 'survey also can- 
vassed the women 
respondents on their con- 
traceptive practices. 

Of the married women 
not pregnant at the time 
of the survey and aged 
from 15 to 54, 23.S per 
cent said they do not 
practise any contracep- 
tion, while 12.1 use oral 
contraceptives, 30.8 per 
cent are fitted with an 
mtra-uterine device 
(TUD), 1.8 per cent said 
their husbands use con- 
doms, 5.5 per cent have 


had a tubal ligation. 

Natural methods of 
contraception seem to be 
still largely used by Jor- 
danian: women: 9.3 per 
cent declared they prac- 
tise periodic abstinence, 
8.9 per cent prolonged 
breast feeding, and 5.3 
per cent practised coitus 
interruptus. 

As for child birth, 13.2 
per cent of the mothers 
interviewed said they had 
given birth to their last 
child at home, 57.4 per 
cent in government hos- 
pitals and 28.2 per cent in 
private hospitals. 

The survey was con- 
ducted in collaboration 
with the Norwegian Insti- 
tute for Applied Social 
Science (FAFO), and 
sponsored by the United 
Nations" Children Fund 
(UNICEF) and the Cana- 
dian International 

Research Centre (IDRC). 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kingdom basks in warm spell 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Kingdom will continue to enjoy a warm air mass, centred over 
West Cyprus, leading to a rise in temperature, according to Department of Meteorology 
sources' They predicted a gradual drop in temperature for Tuesday and Wednesday with 
ensuing rain showers. 


RSCN meets with Saudi delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) Anis Muasher Sunday met with a delegation representing the Saudi Corporation 
for the Conservation of Wildlife. The two discussed cooperation and the returning of 
endangered species to their original habitats. Dr. Muasher briefed the Saudi delegation 
on Jordanian achievements in wildlife protection, culminating in the establishment of a 
network of wild life reserves. The Saudi delegation arrived here on a five-day visit to 
Jordan during which they will study the Jordanian experience in establishing specialised 
wildlife societies. 


Committee to discuss population strategy 

AMMAN(Petra) — The National Population Committee and the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Population and Development headed by Labour Minister Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeb Wednesday will convene with the Queen Alia Fund for Social Development 
(QAF) to discuss means of implementing the national strategy on population, endorsed 
by the Cabinet last March. 


Registration opens for elections 
in new municipalities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Regis- 
tration opened Sunday for 
candidates running in local 
elections in 27 newly- 
formed municipalities in 
eight of the Kingdom’s 
govemorales. 

~ Candidate registration for 
the Feb. 26 elections will 
last for three days in the 
new municipalities located 
in the govemorates of 
Amman. Irbid, Mafraq, 
Ajloun, BaJqa. Jerash, 
Tafileh, and Madaba, 
according to the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment. 

The ministry stated that 
these municipalities have 
been upgraded from the sta- 
tus of village councils 
through a Council of Minis- 
ters’ decision taken in 1995. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Envi- 
ronment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat announced that 
his ministry is planning to 
merge many adjacent 
municipalities into bigger 
ones, to which will be 
added neighbouring village 
councils, before the July 
1999 national municipal 
elections. 

In its Saturday cabinet 
session, the government 


decided to annul 78 village 
councils which are now 
slated to join municipali- 
ties. 

Mr. Tubeishat said that 
213 village councils are now 
linked with municipalities. 

A 1995 government deci- 
sion stipulated that Jordan 
have only 50 large munici- 
palities as larger municipal- 
ities will be in a better 
financial position to imple- 
ment municipal services, 
the minister said. 

Regarding the existing 
400 village councils. Mr. 
Tubeishat affirmed that 95 
per cent receive an annual 
JD500 from the govern- 
ment. which, he said, barely 
covers their expenses and 
they often must resort to 
borrowing from the Cities 
and Villages Development 
Bank. 

By merging municipali- 
ties, local councils will 
command better control 
over agricultural lands and 
be in a better position to 
prevent disorganised build- 
ing operations, the minister 
said. 

They will also be able to 
collect fees for services 
from local communities, he 
added. 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, February 17, 1997 

Ensour pledges action 
against purported 6 excesses’ 


By Maria Bizri 
Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Addressing the Lower House 
of Parliament Sunday. Minister of Higher 
Education and Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour stressed that the govern- 
ment will investigate any information it 
receives regarding government employee 
“excesses” reported by deputies and will 
deal firmly with transgressors. 

Responding to several deputy remarks 
during yesterday’s session, presided over 
by Speaker Saad Hayel Srour. Dr. Ensour 
siated that deputies have the constitutional 
right to demand information if they suspect 
violations. He added that anyone attempt- 
ing to conceal or withhold information will 
be held accountable for such. 

He then mentioned the 600 underprivi- 
leged students who have( benefited from 
government-sponsored university grants. 

Dr. Ensour stated that the fact that no 
complaints had been made regarding the 
grants served as proof of the fairness of the 
selection process. 


Minister of Health Aref Butaineh 
described an agreement signed between the 
ministry and Royal Medical Centres, stat- 
ing that all military personnel retired and 
active may use these health centres and 
hospitals anywhere in the Kingdom. He 
added that military personnel from the 
Karak and Irbid areas will be treated ai the 
Karak Military Hospital and the Irbid Mili- 
tary Hospital. 

Deputy Anis Zaib reminded the govern- 
ment of the agreement signed between the 
Jordan Electricity Company and its 
employees and demanded that the govern- 
ment stand by its promise. 

In response. Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh stressed that the govern- 
ment would honour the agreement and stat- 
ed that the rights of rhe company's workers 
would be protected. He added that the gov- 
ernment was committed to maintaining a 
balanced relationship between company 
workers and owners. 

Other deputies brought up issues of gen- 
eral concern including heath services, com- 
munication services and road conditions. 


Supreme Court overrules 
government refusal of licence 
for weekly newspaper 


ipefully by next 
vc will have our 


By Rana Husseini 

Special in the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A govern- 
ment decision taken last 
year declining a licence to 
the weekly newspaper, Al 
Mithaq, was overruled 
Saturday by the Supreme 
Court, and' publishers of 
the weekly announced 
plans to launch the news- 
paper next month. 

“We are pleased with 
the court decision and 
have already initiated 
necessary primary proce- 
dures.” said Sultan Hattar, 
the newspaper’s lawyer, 
and one of its sharehold- 
ers. “Hoj 
■month we 
first issue on die news- 
stands.” 

AI Wihdeh Press and 
Publication Company 
(WPPC) filed a licence 
request for the newspaper 
to the Council of Minis- 
ters in July of 1996. Two 
monLhs later, the Cabinet 
rejected their request and 
refused to issue a licence 
for the newly established 
Al Mithaq. 

According to Attorney 
Hattar, the Cabinet justi- 
fied its refusal as due to 
the name of the newspa- 
per. 

“The Cabinet stated the 
name of the newspaper 
should not diverge from 
the company name of Al 
Wihdeh,” ’ Mr. Hattar 
said. 

He added that the com- 
pany chose a different 
name as a newspaper 
already existed with the 


name “AI Wihdeh” 

The Supreme Court was 
headed by Justices Fuhed 
Abu Atham. Mashour 
Oqla, Hisham Alian. 
Farah Rabadi and Zuhair 
Murad. 

The attorney told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that 
the newspaper will tackle 
social issues such as peo- 
ple’s quotidian concerns 
as well as the environ- 
ment, unemployment, 
issues relating to distinct 
govemorates and rural 
areas. 

He added that the news- 
paper will reflect an Arab 
identity and history as 
well as "current political 
circumstances." 

Previous to the Cabinet 
decision, Al Mithaq was 
in partial operations, 
awaiting the issuance of a 
licence, by Nahed Hattar. 
a columnist for the week- 
ly tabloid Shihan and 
journalist Abdullah Abu 
Ruman, who are both cur- 
rently standing trial at the 
State Security Court on 
charges of Idse majesty. 

According to the State 
Prosecution charge sheet, 
Mr. Abu Ruman was 
arrested by authorities in 
August of 1996. while 
Mr. Hattar evaded arrest 
and went into hiding 
shortly after police raided 
AI Mithaq office. Mr. 
Hattar was detained in 
October. 

Mr. Hattar and Mr. Abu 
Ruman maintained the 
office in Amman to 
launch the weekly. 

Documents seized by 


police during the raid 
include originaN of arti- 
cles believed to be the 
basis for the lese majeste 
charges. 

Both journalists were 
later freed on bail. 

Mr. Hattar. 37, is 
accused of distributing 
slanderous articles while 
Mr. Abu Ruman. 23, is 
charge with verbal slan- 
der. 

The charges against the 
two journalists stem front 
articles they allegedly 
wrote during and after the 
unrest in the south, fol- 
lowing a government 
decision in mid-August to 
lift bread subsidies on 
wheat and animal feed 
and replace the subsidy 
system with direct cash 
compensation. 

The two are currently 
being interrogated by Salt 
Prosecutor Abdul Halim 
Hiari on six additional 
charges, which include 
propagating material 
which undermines nation- 
al unity and relations 
between Jordan and 
Palestine, sowing sectari- 
anism and racialism, 
instigating violence, ter- 
ror and hatred. 


What’s Going On 

FILM 

* “Poussiere d’ange” at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh at 8:30 p.m. 

GERMAN FILM WEEK 

* “Die Leidenschaftlichen” (The Passionates) (in German with English subtitles) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “Works in Progress and Perspective in the Sanctuary of Artemis in Jerash” at the 
Friends of Archaeology Centre at 6:30 p.m. 

OPEN DAY 

♦Open day at the Young Muslim Women Association Centre for Special Education and 
sheltered workshop at the Amman Industrial Estate in Sahab on Tuesday (9:00 a.m. — 
1:00 pan.) 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artist Amanda Shehadeh at the French Cultural Centre, until March 6. 

♦Display of Jordan River Designs Products, Jabal Amman (Tel. 613081/2) until Feb. 
28. 

♦Art exhibition by Naziha Salim at Orient Gallery, Isam Ajlouni Sl. Sbmeisani. until 
Feb. 28. 

* Bani Hamida exhibition/sale of handicrafts (rugs, cushions, runners, and wu 11 -hang- 
ings, Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7), until Feb. 28. 

•Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New Collection” at Darat .Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 643251/2), until Feb. 27. 



4 World News 


S. Korea lashes out North 


for shooting of defector 


SEOUL, (Agencies) — South Korean cabinet ministers 
accused North Korea Sunday of trying to kill a prominent 
defector in the South and ordered tighter security for defec- 
tors and government leaders. 

Home Affairs Minister Suh Chung-Hwa denounced the 
shooting of Li Il-Nam, the nephew of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-Ils ex-wife, as “an assassination attempt by 
North Korean infiltrators.'* a government statement said. 

Prime Minister Lee Soo-Sung said a desperate North 
Korea appeared to be resorting to terrorist attacks after a 
high-level Pyongyang official sought political asylum in 
South Korea. He is now stranded in the South Korean mis- 
sion in China. 

“With the shooting incident. North Korea took specific 
steps of retaliation it had talked about since Hwang Jang- 
Yops defection." he told a meeting of security- related min- 
isters. 

He called the meeting as Mr. Li went into coma after 
being shot late Saturday outside his home just south of 
Seoul. 

‘The meeting agreed to step up checks and search for the 
arrest of the culprits and strengthen security for North 
Korean defectors, senior government figures and political 
leaders." the statement issued after the emergency meeting 
said. 

South Korean officials said Pyongyang might stage more 
attacks as a warning to both Seoul and to potential asylum- 
seekers. 

South Korea placed all its police forces on full alert, while 
troops searched for the gunmen, they said. 

Tensions on the divided Korean peninsula have flared 
since Wednesday, when Hwang Jang-Yop, a senior adviser 
to North Korean leader Kim. arrived by taxi at the diplo- 
matic mission in China. 

Hwang, ranked 24th in the Stalinist states hierarchy, 
would be the highest Pyongyang figure to seek asylum in 
the South. 

But furious North Korean officials waiting outside 
claimed Mr. Hwang was kidnapped and warned that 
Pyongyang would respond with force if the South com- 
pelled Mr. Hwang to go to Seoul. 

Senior Superintendent Kim Choong-Nam. heading a 
police probe into the shooting, said Mr. Li relied on a life 
support system. 

“We have several clues for the case pointing to North 
Korea,” he told Reuters. Mr. U. 36. known in South Korea 
as Lee Han-Yong. is the nephew of Sung Hye-Rim, former 
wife of Kim Jong-IL who celebrated his 55th birthday 
Sunday. 

“Li told witnesses ‘spy, spy' before he went uncon- 
scious.” the police officer said. The gunmen used Belgian- 
made Browning pistols that have been frequently used by 
North Korean spies for attacks in the past, he added. 

Doctors at a nearby hospital said surgery on Mr. Li could 
not remove a bullet in his head as it was too deeply lodged. 

Police said neighbour Park Chong-Un briefly talked to 
Mr. Li as he lay outside his apartment before reporting the 
shooting to police. Mr. Park and Nam Sang-Hwa, who lived 
in the same apartment as : .Mr: U 4 <,wiftiflssedithei.attaeki 
through ^ideOftmoBitoriBg device^.from: their- homes. 

Police believed the attackers used silencers, as neighbours 
heard no gunshots. An analysis of two used cartridges at the 
scene showed the weapons used were Browning pistols. 

The attack occured as China agonised over the fate of Mr. 
Hwang, a member of the powerful secretariat of the 
Communist Party. 


Allowing Mr. Hwang to go to Seoul, where he could be 
expected to reveal crucial secrets about the North, would 
offend Beijings old Communist comrades. Sending him 
back to Pyongyang would endanger Chinas ties with its 
new capitalist friend, which has already proved a valuable 
investor. 

Mr. Hwangs apparent betrayal dealt a severe blow to 
North Korea already reeling from food shortages and eco- 
nomic disasters. 

Mr. Li came to Seoul in 1982 from Europe where he had 
been studying. He is the first Northern defector to be shot 
in the South since the arch-rivals fought the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

Meanwhile. North Korean diplomats and others drafted to 
watch the South Korean embassy in Beijing warned Sunday 
of violent action if Mr. Hwang was moved. 

Insisting Mr. Hwang had in fact been kidnapped by Seoul 
agents, they also challenged South Korea to let him make a 
public declaration confirming his intention to defect. 

“If Hwang is not returned very soon, we will not be 
responsible for the consequences,” said one North Korean 
embassy official, who refused to be identified- 

“The responsibility for any incident would lie with the 
South. 

“As you in the West know, when we say we will do some- 
thing we stick by our words,” he added, speaking hours 
after another defector was critically wounded in Seoul. 

A more explicit threat came from a North Korean jour- 
nalist recruited into the embassy surveillance team. 

“If they have used violence, then we will have to use vio- 
lence.” said the journalist, who identified himself only as 
Lee. 

Mr. Lee was one of scores of North Korean nationals who 
have maintained a round-the-clock vigil outside the 
embassy's consular section, where Mr. Hwang, 73, and his 
aide have been holed up since Wednesday. “I am indignant 
that such a big scholar has been kidnapped,” Mr. Lee said, 
refusing to believe Mr. Hwang had defected of his own free 
will. 

“Something is missing and we want to know the truth 
from his own mouth. We want to hear his voice." 

A North Korean student roped into the Beijing monitoring 
team echoed the warnings of possible retaliation over Mr. 
Hwang’s case. 

‘‘If Hwang goes to Seoul we will have to react,” the 
Beijing Foreign Languages University student told AFP. 

When asked if violence would be used, he said this would 
depend on whether Hwang Jang-Yop had been kidnapped 
or had defected of his own accord. 

“If he has really been kidnapped, then we would have to 
react in that way because it would be an act of provoca- 
tion.” he said. 

Other North Korean diplomats also watching — although 
most from the comfort of their luxury Sedans — refused to 
make any comment, although their anger and frustration at 
the situation was clear. 

In a repetition of numerous attempts since Thursday to 
cross the security cordon, a diplomat drove his car agres- 
si-yely.at.the barrier, and .then at,.?, group .of .journalists, who 
were filming him, jourqaUst.sa.^. 

He 1 veered away at .the last moment ^and demanded 
Chinese police remove the reporters before he was forced to 
reverse back down the road. 

More than 30 Pyongyang students in Beijing have been 
drafted in by the North Korean embassy to take 10-hour 
shifts watching the consular building. 


Albright brings new details of NATO plans to Russia 


ROME (R) — U.S. Secre- 
tary of Slate Madeleine Al- 
brighi, beginning her first 
overseas trip, said Saturday 
she would unveil new de- 
tails of NATO’s proposals 
for European security when 
she meets Russian leaders 
later in the week. 

Mrs. Albright, who ar- 
rived in Rome from Wa- 
shington. D.C. Sunday mor- 
ning. is focusing much of 
her 11 -day trip to nine 
world capitals on NATO 
plans to expand into Eastern 
Europe and to persuade 
Russia to agree by a July 
NATO summit on a charter 
defining a special new rela- 
tionship with the Western 
alliance. 

“We are constantly ... 
adding meat to the charter ... 
there's beef in this charter,” 
she told reporters on her 
U.S. Air Force jet, adding: 
“We're on a very fast track 
here. We have lots of work 
to do before July." 

She also said that despite 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
health problems she was 
“not concerned about the 
future direction of Russia.... 
Obviously he himself and 
the role he has played in 
democratising Russia and 
reform is important. But 
there are other elements 


within the government who 
are also increasingly dedi- 
cated to democracy and 
economic reform.” 

Political opponents have 
urged Yeltsin to step aside, 
arguing his health has inter- 
fered with his duties. But 
Mrs. Albright said “his 
health seems to be improv- 
ing.” 

Mrs. Albright was expect- 
ed meet Italian leaders Sun- 
day then visits Bonn, Paris, 
Brussels, London. Moscow, 
Seoul. Tokyo and Beijing. 

The chance of accompany- 
ing her on the whirlwind trip 
was the subject of fierce com- 
petition among some 40 news 
organisations seeking seats 
on her airplane. A dozen 
reporters were selected. 

During talks in Moscow 
on Feb. 20-21 that are to 
include a meeting with Mr. 
Yeltsin, Mrs. Albright said 
she would ‘TUI out” discus- 
sions that took place in 
Washington last week with 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

“The purpose of my stop 
in Moscow is to give them 
further substance on this 
(NATO-Russia Charter). 
I'm not going to be asking 
them for decisions. 1 will be 
presenting further details. I 
will have the opportunity to 


explain more what we are 
doing. It's not a negotia- 
tion.” she said. 

She plans to discuss her 
presentation to Moscow 
with NATO foreign minis- 
ters Tuesday at alliance 
headquarters in Brussels. 

Aiming to calm Moscow's 
concerns about NATO ex- 
pansion. the alliance pro- 
posed a charter with Russia 
that envisions a joint coun- 
cil for intensive consulta- 
tions. It would give Russia 
“a voice, not a veto” in deci- 
sion-making, she said. 

Moscow has called for a 
legally-binding charter but 
Mrs. Albright said: “We see 
it as a political document 
primarily.” 

“It’s very important for 
the Europeans and the Rus- 
sians to understand that we 
are into a new era. We do 
not need old think in terms 
of how NATO is viewed. 
It's not an adversarial rela- 
tionship with Russia.” 

She reiterated the U.S. 
view that even if the charter 
was not completed by the 
time of the NATO summit 
in Madrid on July 7-8, the 
alliance would still decide 
which new members to 
admit. Poland. Hungary and 
the Czech Republic are top 
contenders. 


Mrs. Albright refused to 
say what new details she 
would unveil to Russia. In 
addition to the charter, how- 
ever. NATO has a new con- 
ventional arms reduction 
offer that is a major element 
in the package of proposals 
aimed at meeting Russian 
concerns. 

A high-level NATO task 
force is to meet in Brussels 
Monday to see if there is 
consensus on the arms pro- 
posal, which one U.S. offi- 
cial said contains “signifi- 
cant" reductions beyond 
current levels in the 1990 
Conventional Forces in Eu- 
rope Treaty. Mrs. Albright is 
expected to discuss that in 
Moscow. 

Officials also said Mrs. 
Albright would discuss new 
projections about the costs 
of NATO expansion and as- 
sumptions underlying those 
calculations. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac proposed a NATO 
mini-summit before the 
Madrid summit but Mrs. 
Albright ruled that out, say- 
ing the focus now is on 
“substance” not “process.” 

Also while in Europe, 
Mrs. Albright said she 
would discuss cooperative 
efforts on Bosnia, Cyprus, 
Turkev and Zaire. 


Albanian president admits mistakes amid protests 


TIRANA (R) — Albanians 
who lost their life savings 
when Pyramid investment 
schemes collapsed planned 
fresh protests after Presi- 
dent Soli Berisha admitted 
the government made mis- 
takes in handling the crisis. 

The main opposition al- 
liance. the Forum for De- 
mocracy, urged people to 
attend a mass rally in Tirana 
although it (fid not have an 
official permit for the 
demonstration. 

Mr. Berisha, in his first 
real explanation for the 
scandal, blamed the govern- 
ment. the opposition parties 
and “those who chose” to 
all their money into high- 
risk schemes — and lost 


everything. 

Thousands of people at- 
tended rallies across Al- 
bania Saturday to demand 
reimbursement and call for 
the right-wing government 
of Prime Minister Alek- 
sander Meksi to resign. 

But Mr. Berisha sternly told 
the public, who emerged 
from 45 years of isolation and 
Stalinism only in 1990, that 
they bad learned a hard les- 
son in free market economics 
and would get no cash from 

the government. 

‘‘We will not take this debt 
on our shoulders. No demo- 
cratic government would do 
this. It would be cheating, 
printing money to pay and 
creating hyperinflation,” he 


said. 

The Forum for Democ- 
racy's call for a mass rally 
in Tirana came after riot 
police blocked earlier de- 
monstrations in the capital, 
confining anti-government 
protests largely to the 
provinces. 

Protesters marched peace- 
fully in the southern towns 
of Vlore, Fier, Tepelene and 
Permet Saturday, chanting: 
“Down with government, 
president and parliament” 
and “we want our money.” 

“We would not stop until 
the government resigns and 
the mined and robbed peo- 
ple are free,” said Halit 
Gjoni. an opposition So- 
cialist deputy. 


In Fier, police stepped 
aside and let thousands of 
angry investors march. In 
Vlore. the scene of bloody 
clashes last Monday, people 
demonstrated for a 12th day. 

A senior police comman- 
der. who declined to be 
named, said: “There is no 
problem. We have withdrawn 
the riot police. Let them 
demonstrate. It’s their right.” 
Vlore has seen some of 
the most serious violence 
since the popular high-risk 
investment schemes began 
collapsing in January. 

Bankers estimate that 51 
to $2 billion may have been 
poured into dodgy schemes, 
five of which have gone 
bust in the past month. 
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South Korean troops take up positions during a Sunday search for two suspected 
North Korean agents who shot and seriously wounded defector Li II-Man, a relative 
of Pyongyang leader Kim Jong-H’s ex-wife Sung Hye-Rim. Mr. Li. known in South 
Korea as Lee Han-Yong, defected to South Korea in 1982 from Europe where he had 
been studying (Reuter photo) 


At least 163 Algerian Islamic 
militants killed recently — reports 


ALGIERS (AFP) — At 
least 163 armed Islamic 
militants have been killed in 
the past few days in mass 
swoops by security forces to 
the south and west of 
Algiers, according : to press 
reports. 

A1 Watan reported that 
148 extremists were killed 
by the army, backed by 
police and self-defence 
groups, in the Blida, Medea, 
Djelfa, Tipaza and Tiemcen 
regions of Algiers. 

The newspaper Liberte 
meanwhile reported that 
around 15 militants had 
been killed in Algiers and 
the surrounding area bet- 
ween Thursday and Friday. 

A 1 Khabar had reported 
Saturday that 12 militants 
had been killed by security 
forces in the Saida region, 
southwest of the capital. 
Another six militants, two 
of them women, had been 
killed Wednesday in an 
assault on a flat in which 
they were holed up in cen- 
tral Algiers. 

A1 Watan. in its account of 
the security situation, said 
63 militants had been killed 


in a single operation, east of 
Medea, but did not give an 
exacr dare. 

It added that in the Tlem- 
cen region, in west Algeria, 
22 armed Islamic militants 
had been killed and a “ma- 
jor haul of arms and subver- 
sive documents” been reco- 
vered by security forces. 

Seven militants have been 
killed in Algiers, while 
“special security forces” 
have been carrying out a 
sweep “in the axis of 
Baraki. Sidid Moussa, 
Larbaa, as far as Kolea.” 
west of the capital, since 
Tuesday, A1 Watan said. 
“Around 20 terrorists have 
been killed,” the paper said, 
adding that “the whole 
region is sealed off and is 
being searched bit by bit.” 

It said seven more mili- 
tants had been killed 
Saturday in the Sebala dis- 
trict, between Draria and AI 
Achour, in the southwest 
suburbs of Algiers, and 
another seven Friday in a 
hide-out in Eucalyptus, in 
the southeast. 

Twelve more had been 
killed at Saida and 10 at 


Sidi Bel Abbes and a dozen 
bomb-making laboratories 
had been destroyed near 
Algiers, it added. 

Liberte meanwhile report- 
ed that nine Islamic mili- 
tants holfed up in a house at 
Haouch Al Miliani had been 
killed by security forces 
Thursday. It said the group 
had been responsible for a 
massacre of 14 people on 
Feb. 7. 

It reported another six 
Islamic extremists killed 
Thursday in Baraki, a 
southeastern suburb of Al- 
giers. 

Al Watan said the sweeps 
were being carried out 
ahead of the general elec- 
tions, due in June, which 
President JLiamine Zeroual 
has pledged will go ahead in 
total security. 

“At the approach of the 
elections, several security 
measures will be taken, 
among others, sweeps and 
the installation of a perma- 
nent presence in the so- 
called ‘hot districts' in order 
to suppress the activities of 
these armed groups,” Al 
Watan said. 


Blast near Turkish mission may not 
be political — Australian police 


SYDNEY (R) — An ex- 
plosion destroyed a house 
next to the Turkish con- 
sulate-general in Sydney 
Sunday, but Australian 
police said they did not 
think the attack was 
politically motivated. 

There were no immedi- 
ate reports of serious 
injuries from what police 
said they believed was “a 
very substantial” bomb, 
which destroyed a vacant 
two-storey bouse and da- 
maged surrounding hous- 
es in the upscale Sydney 
suburb of Woollahra, 
home to several foreign 
missions. 

“It would appear to be 
some sort of explosion, 
but not a gas explosion,” 
Senior Constable Scott 
Willis told Reuters at the 
scene. 

Mr. Willis said the blast 
was probably caused by a 
bomb, but thought it un- 
likely to be politically 
motivated. 

“It (political motiva- 
tion) hasn’t been ruled 
out, but at this stage it 
doesnt appear likely/’ he 
said. 

Consul-General Sereit 
Urgin was not in the buil- 
ding when the blast oc- 
curred just before 5,00 


p.m. local time (0600 
GMT) in Australias big- 
gest city. 

But he said staff and 
their families living near- 
by were shaken and con- 
sular buildings and cars 
had been damaged. 

This has been very 
traumatic for all of them, 
especially the women and 
chtldren,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Police said two men 
were seen running from 
the scene just before the 
explosion, which hurled 
debris hundreds of me- 
tres and was heard about 
five kilometres away. 

The police special 
squad, used in sensitive 
cases, and the bomb 
squad have been called 
in. 

Former Labour Prime 
Minister Paul Keating 
recently moved into an 
historic $1.7 million man- 
sion just a few hundred 
metres away. 

Mr. Wallis said police 
were investigating the 
possibility the explosion 
was linked to a local dis- 
pute over a proposed 
redevelopment of the site 
where the blast occurred. 

Resident activist Robin 
Brampton told Reuters 


local authorities had re- 
cently forged a compro- 
mise between residents 
and developers over the 
height of a planned multi- 
storey residential build- 
ing where the explosion 
occurred. 

But Mr. Brampton, a 
director of the Queens 
Street and West Woollah- 
ra Residents Association, 
rejected any link. 

“I think its ridiculous to 
suggest that any local res- 
idents would do this to 
oppose this type of devel- 
opment,” he said. “We 
are not that radical,” 

There have also been 
several recent protests 
outside the the consulate- 
general by Turkish expa- 
triates, including demon- 
strations over Ankaras 
treatment of Kurdish se- 
paratists, locals said. 

Political and ethnic vio- 
lence is rare in Australia, 

despite its racially-dC 
verse make-up. 

But in 1980, the Turkish 

consul-general in Sydney 
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Rifkind, # j ; 
Tdng fail 
to bridge 


gulf on 
H. Kong 




HONG KONG (R) — Bri- 
tish Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind met future 
Hong Kong leader Tung 
Chee-Hwa Sunday for the 
first time since Mr. Tung 
was chosen but failed to 
narrow the Gulf between 
the territory's outgoing and 
incoming governments. 

Mr. Tung, a shipping 
magnate anointed by Bei- 
jinc in December, told re- 
porters after the talks that 
London had not budged in 
its refusal to aid a provi- 
sional legislature that Chi-yV 
na would install when the 
British leave later this year. 

“On the work of the pro- 
visional legislature. I’ve 
urged the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment to give assistance 
and help.” Mr. Tung said. 

“Britain's position has 
always been clear, but 1 
hope they will reconsider.” 

Britain argues that the 
formation of the Provisio- 
nal Legislature, set up by a 
China-appointed panel to 
replace the elected cham- 
ber, is illegal under the 
terras of the 1984 Si no-Bri- 
tish handover treaty on 
Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong reverts to 
China at midnishr on June 
30. 

Mr. Rifkind 's brief visit, 
perhaps his last to Hong 
Kong before the flag comes 
down on more than 150 
years of British colonial 
rule of the territory', was cut f 
short to let him return early 
to London for a key vote in 
parliament on the “mad 
cow” crisis. 

A loss could trigger a 
vote of no confidence in 
the ruling Conservative 
Party, which is lagging in. 
the polls. But Hong 
Kong's South China Mor- 
ning** Post, miffed that Mr. 
Rifkind was putting do- 
mestic concerns ahead of 
Hong Kong’s problems, 
headlined its Sunday edito- 
rial: “When mad cows mat- 
ter more than Hong Kong.” 

Britain is to hold a gener- 
al election before May 22, 
and it is not known who 
will be at the helm at the 
time of the handover. But 
whoever holds the foreign 
secretary's portfolio in the 
final days of the count- 
down can be assured of a 
bumpy ride. 

With 135 days to g Q until 
the transition, Hong Kong* 
is awash with conflicting 
emotions that have pined 
the pro-Beijing and pro- 
democracy camps against 
each other and sparked 
acrimonious exchanges. 

Mr. Tung last week hit 
out at the Democracy Par- 
ty. accusing it of blacken- 
ing Hong Kong's name 
overseas by spreading 
doomsday predictions 
about the loss of freedoms. 

He argued that Hong 
Kong’s economy was buo- 
yant, its people upbeat, and 
described China's plans as 
mere technicalities. 

His comments have hit a 
raw nerve with the vocal 
pro-democracy movement 
in Hong Kong, which ar- 
gues that a tide of opinion 
has been rising against 
what they describe as Mr. & 
Tung’s increasingly author- T’ 
itanan policy statements. 

‘This is just the begin- 
ning. The way things are 
going. Tung Chee-Hwa and 
his government-in-waiting 

will be running out of pop- 
ularity long before July I." 
pro-democracy lawmaker 
Margaret Ng wrote in a 




newspaper column Friday. 

. , T l,n ? s s h»p of state 


is charting a decidedly ret- 
rogressive course.”* she 


wrote. Confidence mav 
yet be restored provided 
this paranoia about democ- 
racy is put aside.” 


Another symbol of Hong 
Kongs British heritage 


passed into the history books 
during Mr. Rilkind's Visit. 

The 1 1 5-year-old Royal 
Observatory, given irs "ro 
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A group of Karen refugees gather on the roadside after crossing the border into Thailand. Thousands of Karen eth- 
nic refugee s, mo stly women and children, have streamed across the border to Thailand in trucks, oxcarts and on 
foot since Burmese troops overran key Karen National Union (KNU) guerrilla camps inside Burma (Reuter photo) 

Burmese forces sweep through Karen territory 
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UMPHANG. Thailand 
l AFP) — Burmese govern- 
ment forces have" swept 
through territory held by 
ethnic Karen just across the 
Thai border as routed rebel 
guerrillas scattered into the 
Jungle, rebel sources said 
Sunday. 

Clashes between troops of 
the Burmese Junta and Figh- 
ters of the Karen National 
Union (KNU) and allied 
pro-democracy groups con- 
tinued in the area opposite 
the Thai province of Tak in 
the past 24 hours, KNU 
Joint Secretary Mahn Sha 
* said. 

The fighting was heaviest 
in Azin, about 1 5 kilometres 
from the border with Tak’s 
Umphang district, and some 
440 kilometres northwest of 
Bangkok, Mr. Mahn Sha 
told an AFP correspondent 
at the scene. 

Thousands of villagers 
have fled- from 1 Azin anil ; 
neighbouring areas as for- 
ces from Burma’s State Law 
and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) — the 
Junta’s official name — 
pushed westwards towards 
Thailand, border sources 
said. 

Karen villages close to the 
border came undo heavy- 
shelling Saturday by 
SLORC troops from Mae- 
kati, about 15 kilometres 
from here, they said. 

Witnesses reported that 
refugees were driven from a 
site near the border Satur- 


day afternoon by 81mm 
mortar fire. One thousand 
people — including monks 
and villagers leading live- 
stock — passed the area in 
four hours, they said 

They fled to the Thai vil- 
lage of Bueng Keung, 
where 3.500 Karen and 
1.500 Burmese Muslims 
from Karen state have al- 
ready taken refuge, the Thai 
army Border Task Force in 
Tak province said reached 
by telephone from Bang- 
kok. 

The task force's informa- 
tion office said Sunday that 
the number of refugees in 
Umphang had swollen to 
22,000. "including 11,300 
new arrivals since the latest 
government assault on the 
region began in earnest last 
week. 

Temporary shelters were 
being hastily prepared for 
an expected total, of 1 3,000 
new .arrivals,, the ThaLnutir; 
tary office said 

Some 80,000 Karen refu- 
gees were housed in a string 
of Thai camps along the 
border as of Jan. 31, but 
more than 7,000 of them 
were rendered homeless a 
few days later when two 
camps were burned and 
looted in cross-border raids 
to the north of Umphang 
district by a breakaway Ka- 
ren group allied with the 
SLORC. 

Governor of Tak province 
Pongpayome Vesaputi told 
reporters Sunday that the 


four existing camps dose to 
the border in Umphang dis- 
trict will be replaced by a 
single camp housing all the 
refugees. 

“The new refugee camp 
will be about 1 3 kilometres 
from die border.” where the 
refugees could feel more 
secure against cross-border 
attacks by the SLORC or its 
Karen allies. Mr. Pongpa- 
yome told AFP. 

The new camp, expected 
to be temporary, was to be 
built by the Karen them- 
selves to house up to 15,000 
people in a flat clearing sur- 
rounded by jungle. 

“I expect that we can 
move the refugees to the 
new camp next week,” he 
said. 

The KNU, the only major 
rebel insurgency still to 
reach terms with the 
SLORC, is facing its bleak- 
est prospects, in 50 years of 
resistance. .JQ I genpal :nd£ 
from Rangoon. 

Through a series of sor- 
ched earth military cam- 
paigns and by dangling aid 
carrots, the Burmese gov- 
ernment has managed to 
sign ceasefire agreements 
with all other ethnic groups. 

But the KNU has refused 
SLORC conditions for a 
ceasefire, saying that they 
amounted to a total surren- 
der. 

Mr. Pongpayome said spe- 
cial precautions would be 
taken to keep KNU fighters 
out of the new camp. The 


presence of fighters staying 
with their families was used 
by the breakaway Karen to 
justify their cross-border 
intrusions rwo weeks ago. 

The Democratic Buddhist 
Kayin (Karen) army led 
SLORC troops into the for- 
mer “capital of the liberated 
area” at ManerpLaw in 1995, 
forcing the KNU to the bar- 
gaining cable. 

Mr. Mahn Sha said forces 
at the frontline in the 
KNU’s Sixth Brigade area 
numbered about 1 0,000 in 
seven armoured divisions, 
while the rebels had about 
2,000 guerrillas in the en- 
clave. 

Doctor Em Marta, a for- 
mer KNU foreign minister 
who is now leading medical 
teams helping villagers 
escape front their homes, 
said the military outlook 
was poor. 

But he did not believe the 
KNU forc^.,wQuld‘ repeat 
to remaining rebel areas*on 
Burma’s southern peninsula 
— already under pressure 
from SLORC forces. 

’The resistance will con- 
tinue as there is no alterna- 
tive. Negotiations with 
SLORC did not succeed. It 
will be a fight to the end,” 
he said. 

Kyaw Nyunt, a military 
committee member with the 
Democratic Alliance of 
Burma, commented; “They 
can seize our border settle- 
ments, but not our spirit, our 
morals and our minds.” 


'Rwandan police seek killers of judge 


KIGALI (R ) — The body of 
a top Rwandan judge was 
taken to his village for bur- 
ial Sunday — the latest vic- 
tim of a wave of killings in 
his country. Police said they 
had not yet tracked down 
his killers. 

Vincent Nzezabaganwa, 
head of the State Council 
Court and Vice-President of 
the Rwandan Supreme 
Court, was gunned down at 
his Kigali home Friday 
night by men wearing uni- 
form. Three other men. who 
were visiting him. were also 
killed. 

Nzezabaganwa’s widow 
and five children cried qui- 
etly as they held an all-night 
vigil over his coffin in their 


The coffin was draped in a 
Rwandan flag for the 20 ki- 
lometres journey to the vil- 
lage north of Kigali. 

“He had enemies who 
were jealous, but we cannot 
say who was responsible,” 
his widow* Leon ice, told 
Reuters. “Times are like 
that. 


“The killers were in mili- 
tary uniform, but we cannot 
be sure who they were.” 

An upsurge of violence in 
the last two months has 
claimed hundreds of lives, 
including a Canadian Ro- 
man Catholic priest and se- 
veral other expatriates, but 
has largely been restricted 
to countryside areas away 
from the capital. 

The killing of four United 
Nations monitors in south- 
ern Rwanda early this 
month prompted the UJ9. to 
order its staff to remain in 
Kigali. 

But Nzezabaganwa’s mur- 
der showed that he was 
clearly targeted, and that the 
killers were able to operate 
in the capital. 

“We have so far been un- 
able to arrest anyone, but 
the investigation is ongo- 
ing,” a police spokesman 
sail! 

Nzezabaganwa. a Hutu, 
was nor directly involved in 
the trials of alleged perpe- 
trators of the genocide in 
which up to 800.000 Tutsi s 
and allied Hums were 


slaughtered in 1994 after 
the death in a plane crash of 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, a Hutu. 

Over 90,000 Rwandans, 
mostly Hums, are now 
awaiting trial in connection 
with the genocide. Eleven 
have so far been sentenced 
to deaxh, and are awaiting 
the outcome of their ap- 
peals. 

Officials of the govern- 
ment and army have blamed 
the recent murders on Hutu 
extremists and elements of 
the former Hum armed for- 
ces who fled the country, 
fearing retribution, after the 
1994 genocide. 

More than a million Hums 
who fled as refugees in 
1994 have returned since 
last November, and have 
been absorbed into the 
Rwandan countryside. 

Rwandan Radio Saturday 
said measures would be 
taken to ensure security in 
Kigali and other areas. 

During January, U.N. mo- 
nitors recorded 201 killings 
— including 30 blamed on 
anti -government insurgents. 


Astronauts start third spacewalk 


I V 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (R) — NASA’s 
Hubble service crew 
worked outside Sunday for 
a third consecutive night as 
engineers looked for ways 
to patch up the telescope’s 
torn and tattered exterior. 

Astronauts Mark Lee and 
Steve Smith, clad in white 
jfcspace suits, ventured out- 
side shuttle discover)' at 
10: 10 pin. est Saturday 
(0310 GMT Sunday) to rep- 
kce three more ageing 
compartments as pan of the 
telescope’s $350 million 


renovation. 

The astronauts completed 
what was considered the 
most challenging task of the 
effort, the replacement of a 
faulty electronics box. 

The data interface unit, 
which relays computer 
commands to various tele- 
scope components, was not 
designed to be handled by 
astronauts wearing bulky 
space suit gloves. 

Working in a jumble of 
wires, Lee had to make 18 
tricky cable connections to 
complete the installation. 


“Great hands, Mark,” 
mission control’s Jeff 
Hoffman radioed once the 
work was done. 

While the astronauts pre- 
pared for their next task 
they were treated to a spec- 
tacular view as the shuttle, 
orbiting 580 kilometres up, 
approached the west coast 
of Australia. 

Next up for the two men 
was to switch an ageing 
reel-to-reel tape recorder 
with a new digital version 
and replace a broken 
manoeuvring device. 


Tribal 
guerrillas 
massacre 
15 in India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Tribal separatist guerrillas 
gunned down 15 sleeping 
villagers in the far-eastern 
Indian state of Tripura, in 
the second such massacre 
in four days, officials said 
Sunday. 

An unspecified number 
of militants armed with 
“sharp weapons and so- 
phisticated arms” stormed 
two adjoining villages and 
opened indiscriminate fire, 
domestic news agencies 
said. 

The United News of In- 
dia (UNI.) said the dead 
included women and chil- 
dren. Several others were 
injured. 

The victims were poor 
non-tribal Bengali-speak- 
ing people. The Press Trust 
of India (PTI) said the at- 
tackers torched several 
houses in the villages be- 
fore escaping. 

One of the villages, Ram- 
chandraghaL is part of Tri- 
pura Chief Minister Dasa- 
rath Deb’s constituency. 
PTI said. Both villages 
were under curfew after 
earlier sectarian violence 
in the region. 

Further details were not 
immediately available. 
There was no immediate 
reaction from Tripura’s 
Communist government or 
Mr. Deb. who himself is a 
tribal but is critical of tri- 
bal-sponsored violence. 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 17, 1997 


Mobutu cracks down as 
pressures increase in Zaire 


KINSHASA (AP) — Though the frontline is hundreds of 
(kilometres) away, in Zaire's capital. President Mobutu 
Sese Seko’s government is assuming a warlike stance as 
both military and political pressures close in. 

The government, complaining of “enemy propaganda” 
and claiming the Zairean army is making great progress in 
a month-old counter-offensive, issued decrees Friday night 
banning protests and cracking down on the news media. 

Presidential elections promised for May appear increas- 
ingly unlikely, with the government saying voting cannot 
occur while pan of the country is occupied by Laurent 
Kabila’s rebels. 

In the eastern war zone, Mr. Kabila is claiming new 
progress in his march westward towards the presidential 
compound at Gbadolite. where Mr. Mobutu has been holed 
up. On Saturday, he threatened to attack the Tingi-Tingi 
refugee camp — the largest in the area — unless Rwandan 
refugees he said were being armed by Zaire cleared out. 

And in a sign of the public bitterness towards Mr. 
Mobutu, whose neglect of the army is blamed for the 
rebels’ advances, opposition newspapers are openly poking 
fun at his prostate cancer. 

One cartoon Friday in L’Observareur shows the gravely 
ill president dressed in striped Pajamas and a leopard-skin 
hat, speeding away from Mr. Kabila’s forces in a hospital 
bed on wheels, a look of panic on his face. In a comer, with 
a smug smile, stands Etienne Tshisekedi, the militant oppo- 
sition leader who has called for talks with Mr. Kabila. 

Mr. Tshisekedi is the only politician to openly support 
negotiations, but diplomats and politicians say many with- 
in Mr. Mobutu’s circle are privately urging him to talk 
rather than continue a war that his ill-equipped, untrained 
army has little chance of winning. Many Zaireans agree. 

“As far as I'm concerned, the only way to get a solution 
to this problem is through negotiations. We don't need war. 
We don’t want war. We just want a change in this life,” said 
businessman Luke Mkaal, chatting on a crowded Kinshasa 
street comer as dozens of others nodded in agreement 

"People in this country are tired. They support Kabila, 
even though they don’t know what he will give them.” 

The feeling is that anything would be better than Mr. 
Mobutu, whose 31 years in power have left mineral-rich 
Zaire among the world's poorest countries. 

The pillaging and inefficiency for which Mr. Mobutu and 
his cronies are famous is evident throughout the once-gra- 
cious city of crumbling colonial buildings and slums. 
Government ministries, even the all-important Defence 
Ministry, are housed in decrepit shells of buildings with 
broken stairways, cockroaches skittering on moldy carpets 
and bare bulbs dangling over rusted typewriters with tom 
ribbons. 

The elevator at the 19-storey Information Ministry- build- 
ing was out of order most of last week, so the minister did 


not go to work. At the Interior Ministry, where foreigners 
must ask permission to travel throughout the country, appli- 
cations were piled by the hundreds, each accompanied by 
S250 in cash. It is the fee for the privilege of asking to go 
somewhere. There’s no guarantee that permission will be 
granted — and do not expect a receipt. 

About the only thing maintained here is the hilltop palace 
that Mr. Mobutu uses on his rare visits to Kinshasa. Its vast 
lawns are groomed like golf courses and trod only by the 
dozens of presidential peacocks roaming the grounds. 

A one-day strike called by Mr. Tshisekedi *s supporters 
Monday shut down the city of more than six million, 
prompting the cabinet to announce draconian measures 
Friday night outlawing public protests and anti-government 
strikes until die war is over, violators, the cabinet warned, 
would be treated as enemy collaborators. 

Also Friday, the Information Ministry banned non-gov- 
ernment Zairean radio and television from airing political 
programmes and news. The declaration followed the airing 
of material on Kinshasa’s private TV station of video from 
foreign media, which showed Mr. Kabila speaking to 
cheering crowds in eastern Zaire. The real story. Defence 
Ministry spokesman Leon Kalima insists, is that thousands 
of young Zairean soldiers are being trained with assistance 
from France, Belgium and China and will soon be sent to 
the front lines to relieve the 10,000 he says are there now. 
The reinforcements, he said, include a brigade of para- 
chutists and enough men to block all the rebels' routes. 

“Right now we’re in the process of reconditioning our 
men. It's been 20 years since they fought a war. so they're 
not used to it.” Mr. Kalima said. 

Western diplomats dismiss the idea that Zaire's army, 
even with the help of the foreign mercenaries hired in help 
out, could hold back Mr. Kabila's men. There are loo few 
mercenaries — probably fewer than 200 — to go around. 
And government forces continue to flee when faced with 
advancing rebels. 

But that is no guarantee of success for Mr. Kabila, whose 
biggest enemy may not be Zaire’s army but the country’s 
size and trembling" infrastructure. What remains of the road 
network is so broken up that the rebels at times have can ed 
new routes through the Bush to reach their targets. 

The deeper Mr. Kabila penetrates into Zaire, the farther 
he gets from what are generally seen as his main support 
bases: Uganda and Rwanda. If he is unable to recruit 
enough men along the way, or if his outside backing dries 
up. his advance could stall. 

One sure-fire result of the war is the delay yet again of 
Zaire's transition to democracy, which should have begun 
in February with a referendum on a new constitution. 

Instead, it appears that vote and presidential balloting, 
canceled twice since 1 99 1 and now promised for May. will 
be delayed again. 


Opposition vows to keep pressure on Milosevic 


BELGRADE (AP) — Op- 
position leaders said Satur- 
day they would end' nearly - 
three months of- non-stop 21 
protest aghihft^ SifWffi 'Pro- ' ; 
sident Slobodan Milosevic, 
but resume if he did not 
make further concessions 
toward democracy. 

“This year must be the 
year of the victory for de- 
mocratic Serbia," opposi- 
tion leader Vuk Draskovic 
told about 15,000 people 
who turned out for the 88th 
day of protests. 

Under pressure both at 
home and abroad, Mr. Milo- 
sevic reinstated opposition 
victories in Belgrade and 13 
other towns in Nov. 17 mu- 
nicipal elections. Mr. Milo- 
sevic’s annulment of those 
victories triggered the pro- 
tests. 

Serbian authorities an- 
nounced that Belgrade's ci- 
ty council, where the oppo- 
sition won an overwhelm- 
ing majority, will be consti- 
tuted next Friday. This will 
be the first time in 52 years 


that the capital gets a gov- 
ernment other than Com- 
■munist or poSt-Commtinist 
-Socialist;- — 

' ,4 We have wori the battle 
for Nov. 17,” Mr. Draskovic 
said, “the first victory of the 
citizens since 1945.” The 
crowd responded with 
chants of “victory.” 
Opposition leaders 

planned a celebration in the 
streets Friday, but said the 
battle for democratic 
change must continue. They 
said they would start setting 
deadlines for specific de- 
mands to be met — starting 
with freedom of the media. 

Zoran Djindjic, another 
opposition leader, said 
street protests would re- 
sume if authorities did not 
relinquish their tight grip on 
state-controlled media in 
three weeks. 

“We’ll set a deadline," 
Mr. Djindjic told the crowd. 
"If they don’t respect it, 
we’U hit the streets again.” 
The next demand, Mr. 
Djindjic said, would be cre- 


ation of conditions for free 
and fair parliamentary and 
presidential elections due in 
Serbia by- ihe-ierid of -the 
year. 

“Our final goal is the 
change of the this regime,” 
Mr. Djindjic said. “We ha- 
ven't finished our work. We 
must not get carried away 
by illusions of success.” 

Although the opposition 
is ending its daily rallies for 
now, students plan to con- 
tinue their protests until the 
hardline rector of Belgrade 
University is sacked. 

Evening noise marches, 
where citizens blow whis- 
tles and pound just about 
anything making a din to 
drown out state TV news, 
also will continue because 
they are directed against the 
state-run media — a pillar 
of Mr. Milosevic’s hold on 
power. 

“We must maintain the 
pressure or he (Milosevic) 
will go for a counter-offen- 
sive and introduce repres- 
sion against the innocent 


citizens.” Mr. Djindjic 
warned earlier Saturday in 
an interview with the. 
■ hideTfwndent'B-^&'Radio. ’*■ 

Neo-Communists led by 
Mr. Milosevic's powerful 
wife Miijana Markovic 
branded their opponents ter- 
rorists and threatened ar- 
rests, newspapers reported 
Saturday. 

The threat was prompted 
by an incident Thursday 
when a hand grenade was 
hurled at a house near Bel- 
grade belonging to popular 
folk singer Zorica Brunclik. 
a prominent neo-Commu- 
nist. The house was slightly 
damaged in the explosion, 
but no one was injured. 

Mr. Milosevic has used 
force several times against 
the mostly peaceful demon- 
strators. But that has not 
dented the resolve of pro- 
testers who have taken to 
the streets daily for nearly 
three months in the biggest 
challenge to Mr. Milose- 
vic’s decade-long rule. 


Bhutto conciliatory as parliament chooses speaker 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pa- 
kistan's ousted Prime Mi- 
nister Benazir Bhutto soun- 
ded a conciliatory note Sun- 
day as she allowed her vic- 
torious opponents to choose 
a new National Assembly 
(lower house) speaker un- 
opposed. 

The 217-seat assembly, 
dominated by Nawaz Sha- 
rif's Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML), settled on 
PML nominee frahi Buksh 
Soomro, a veteran politician 
and former minister. 

Departing Speaker Yousaf 
Raza Gilani declared that 
Mr. Soomro had been cho- 
sen without a vote because 
the nominee of Ms. Bhut- 
to’s Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP), Khurshid Shah, had 
withdrawn. 

Immediately after Mr. 


Soomro 's election, Mr. Sha- 
rif walked over to Ms. 
Bhutto and both leaders 
smiled as they exchanged 
apparently friendly greet- 
ings, belying their bitter 
political rivalry. 

Mr. Sharif publicly 
thanked Ms. Bhutto for 
withdrawing her party's no- 
minations for speaker and 
deputy speaker. 

“Such gestures should 
continue in the future too 
and I assure all the political 
parties in the house that 1 
will uphold the democratic 
norms,” he told the assem- 
bly. 

Ms. Bhuno earlier con- 
firmed that the 18 PPP 
members who survived the 
PML landslide in the Feb. 3 
general election would take 
up their seats in the Natio- 


nal Assembly, retreating on 
a boycott threat made after 
the elections. 

“We are not planning to 
boycott. We would like to 
see political stability and we 
would like to see the parlia- 
mentary forces strength- 
ened,” a subdued Bhutto 
told Reuters television as 
she entered the parliament 
building in Islamabad. 

“We hope this National 
Assembly will last longer 
than others." she said. 

The I'PP’s nominee for 
deputy speaker, Naveed Qa- 
mar. who was appointed fi- 
nance minister in the last 
days of Ms. Bhutto's rule, 
also said he hoped the as- 
sembly would serve its full 
term. 

Mr. Qamar’s withdrawal 
allowed Jaffar Iqbal of the 


PML to be chosen unop- 
posed as deputy speaker. 

President Farooq Leghari 
used controversial constitu- 
tional powers to dissolve 
the assembly on Nov. 5 
three years into its five-year 
term. At the same time, he 
sacked Bhutto, a former po- 
litical ally, on disputed char- 
ges of corruption and mis- 
rule. 

Ms. Bhutto's administra- 
tion was the fourth elected 
government dismissed by a 
president in eight years. 

Mr. Sharif, whose last go- 
vernment was terminated by 
presidential order in 1993. 
is due to be sworn in as 
prime minister Monday to 
take over from caretaker 
Prime Minister Meruj Kha- 
Iid. 


New evidence points to Swede in Palme murder 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
New evidence points to 
Swedish culprit in the un- 
solved 1986 killing of 
Prime Minister Olaf Palme, 
chief public prosecutor Jan 
Danielsson has said in a 
radio interview. 

He said investigators had 
obtained “new evidence” 
which had put them back on 
a “Swedish trail." He said 
the evidence indicated the 
murder had “no known con- 
nection with a foreign coun- 


try.” 

Police say the new evi- 
dence obtained last year 
was the most important in 
the 11 -year-old investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Danielsson refused to 
say whether the new evi- 
dence incriminated Christer 
Penersson, a 41 -year-old 
drug addict and alcoholic 
who was convicted of Pal- 
me’s murder in July 1989 
and sentenced to life impris- 
onment before being acquit- 


ted on appeal in November 
1989. 

The Appeals Court ruled 
that there was insufficient 
evidence against Mr. Petter- 
sson, notably because he 
had no apparent motive for 
killing the prime minister 
and the murder weapon was 
never found. 

Mr. Danielsson rejected 
speculation about South Af- 
rican involvement in the mur- 
der, saying this theory had 
merely served to distract the 


police from “a more promis- 
ing lead." He also dismissed 
reports of a link between 
Palme's murder and the 
Bofors arms deal bribery 
scandal in India. 

Swedish newspapers had 
suggested a connection bet- 
ween the assassination of 
Palme on Feb. 2S 1 986 and a 
contract awarded by India the 
same year io the Swedish 
arms firm Bofors, allegedly 
in exchange for bribes paid to 
senior Indian officials. 
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Way to eliminating poverty 

A GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED study pub- 
lished recently paints a grim picture about 
poverty in the country. The study, conducted by 
the Department of Statistics in cooperation with 
the Oslo-based Institute of Applied Social 
Studies, FAFO, confirmed what most of us have 
long suspected, that a good percentage of 
Jordanians still live below the poverty line. The 
study found that 26.4 per cent of Jordanian fam- 
ilies live on an income that is below JD1,450 
annually, 10 per cent of which earn only less than 
JD900 a year. On the brighter side, however, 
over 50 per cent of the 6,000 families surveyed 
said they regarded themselves as neither poor 
nor rich, something that suggests that middle 
class Jordanians still constitute the bulk of the 
society even though so many people live below 
the permissible poverty line. By comparison, 
only one per cent of the families polled said they 
considered themselves rich. What concerns us 
here though is how to deal with poverty and the 
imbalance of distribution of wealth. 

What to do about lifting so many Jordanians 
from dire poverty must be on the top of the agen- 
da of government and Parliament. So far, we 
seem to spend so much time discussing and 
debating so many domestic and external issues 
but find little time to devote to what touches on 
the lives of people most Allowing the gap 
between the haves and have-nots to expand 
instead of retreat is a dangerous thing to do. 
There must be something that can be done to 
deal with poverty and its major cause, unem- 
ployment 

The recently revealed government programme 
to provide a JD400 million social safety net for 
the poor is a commendable step. It will help the 
poor and low income families. But charity and 
state subsidies, helpful as they may be, are not a 
substitute for sound economic policies that will 
ultimately lead to the creation of wealth and 
insure its fair distribution. Contrary to genera] 
belief, the soundest economic policies for the 
future of Jordan should revolve around the con- 
cept of less government. Experience has proven, 
here and elsewhere, that government interven- 
tion, taxes, a fat bureaucracy, more laws, con- 
trolled education, licences and permits and the 
like are all anathema to social and economic 
progress and prosperity. 

We are aware, however, that transition from 
the current mode of economic activity to a new 
freer mode cannot come overnight. It can only 
be introduced slowly. Jordan has\ started this 
slow process and now it is the responsibility of 
everyone to ensure that the process will not be 
reversed or halted. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra'i daily Sunday said that Israeli 
Premier Benyamin Netanyahu’s signing of an accord 
on the redeployment of Israeli forces in the Hebron area 
has opened for him the doors to end his country's iso- 
lation that has persisted since assuming power because 
of his adamant position regarding the implementation 
of the Oslo accord. Before signing the Hebron agree- 
ment Mr. Netanyahu was an international pariah and a 
person that has won the enmity of Arabs and non-Arabs 
alike, said Fahed Fanek. But soon after signing the 
agreement. Mr. Netanyahu received invitations to visit 
Jordan and Egypt, was welcomed as a hero at the Davos 
meeting, in Switzerland, and was welcomed at the 
Vatican by Pope John Paul II and President Bill Clinton 
at the White House, continued the writer. The signing 
of the Hebron agreement was a very favourable devel- 
opment for Israel, at the international level, although 
the agreement did not constitute more than five per cent 
of what is still to be done and the steps to be taken 
towards the fulfilment of the peace requirements in 
Palestine, according to the writer. He said it is useful 
for the Arabs and the world community at large to 
reword Netanyahu for his good behaviour, but it is 
equally important for them to punish the Israeli leader 
whenever he tends to revert to his adamant and hardline 
position: they should isolate him until he complies with 
the requirements of a lasting peace. The writer said that 
with Mr. Netanyahu, the carrot and the stick policy 
seems to be very effective. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour discussed the question of 
food coupons that enable limited income groups to buy 
subsidised food, expressing the view that the coupons 
system was ineffective and invited corruption. Citing a 
recent statement by Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti as admitting that corruption was there among 
Ministry' of Supply employees who distribute coupons. 
Mohammad Subeihi asked why 4.021 million coupons 
were distributed by these ministry officials when the 
country's population eligible for subsidy is estimated at 
3.6 million. This means that 1.5 million coupons have 
been dispensed with in an illegal manner, concluded the 
writer. He suggested that the government conduct an 
investigation into the affair, punish the culprits and 
scrap the food coupons system altogether, offering the 
needy groups instead only cash subsidy, a system* 
deemed as far more effective and as saving a great deal 
for the state's treasury. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


‘Currency devaluation will not make 
an economy internationally competitive’ 


RECENTLY, some very prominent and influential 
Jordanian economists have begun to advocate the deval- 
uation of the dinar to encourage investment and exports. 
However, such talk is dangerous in that it adversely 
affects the expectations of investors and provides the 
wrong policy advice. Maintaining the stability of the 
dinar should come as a top priority to decision makers at 
the Central Bank of Jordan if the Kingdom is to achieve 
the present year’s intended real growth rate of 6 per cent 
without significant hardship. 

One outcome of devaluing the dinar would be a high- 
er inflation rate, as the nominal price of imports rises. 
Jordanians would have to spend more dinars to purchase 
the commodities they purchased before the devaluation. 
Most significantly, the increase in our exports will nei- 
ther be significant nor real because it will have been 
caused by a relatively cheaper dinar, which is similar to 
offering a discount on Jordanian products, and the result 
will be a lower income to Jordan. This, in turn, will lead 
to impoverishing the nation’s workers as they produce 
more and receive less. iThis same argument was delin- 
eated by Professor Michael Porter from the Harvard 
Business School during a seminar he gave a month ago 
in Jordan. Additionally, similar arguments have been 
used by several economists in the U.S. to counter 
demands for lowering the exchange rate of the dollar’!. 

The government debt of just under $6 billion and the 
interest payments will become significantly higher in 
terms of the dinar which would cause the government to 
either raise taxes or borrow more to finance its old debt. 
According to an empirical study, conducted in 1993 by 
Stanley Fischer, a Nobel laureate in economics, real 
economic growth is negatively correlated with inflation. 
This finding corroborates the findings of several other 
recent studies in this regard. In other words, an unstable 
business environment and a high inflation rate would 
retard the future development and growth of the econo- 
my. Jordan must maintain the stability of the dinar and 
keep the inflation rate in check if it does not wish to 
derogate its future growth potential. 


The Central Bank of Jordan, in its efforts to stabilise 
the dinar, has been influencing the discount rate through 
the purchase of certificates of deposit This has proved 
to be a very effective tool in bridling the inflationary 
upsurge which came about last year as the government 
adopted several policies, such as the shift from price 
subsidies to cash transfers for several commodities, 
whose effects were inflationary. 

In fact, the CBJ was able to maintain its credibility last 
year as an inflation fighter because it focused on stabil- 
ising the dinar. As the finan cial market becomes more 
efficient, the Central Bank will be able to further 
enhance this reputation. However, the monetary transfer 
mechanism which will become available to the Central 
Bank with a more efficient financial market, due to 
modernisation, innovation and the spread of new finan- 
cial tools will also make the task of the bank more com- 
plex. 

A recent article in The Economist magazine, based on 
a research paper by Arturo Estrella and Fredric Mishkin 
from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, under- 
scored some of the problems that banks in induspialised 
economies have in combating inflation. The main prob- 
lem is the choice of a target measure. Some banks set as 
their goal an inflation target and apply monetary policy 
accordingly. Others use money aggregates, such as M2, 
which consists of cash, checking accounts, small time 
deposits and money market fund balances. However, 
because of growing sophistication in these markets, the 
boundaries between M2 and other measures, such as Ml 
and M3, have become blurred, which reduces the use- 
fulness of M2 as a predictor of inflation. A third 
approach is to target a certain nominal rate of growth of 
the GDP without any regard for the real rate of growth. 
Each of the methods has its own merits and depends on 
the nature of the economy. 

Clearly, inflation is counterproductive and currency 
devaluation will not make an economy internationally 
competitive. On the other hand, all other messages to the 
contrary should be read with a sizeable pinch of salt 


Final peace settlement ‘must give Palestinians 
a sovereign, uncontested, independent state’ 

A. S. Kbalidi toughest issues, those left spiritual and commercial since 1967, Palesti] 
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By A. S. Kbalidi 

LONDON — In the weeks 
since the signing of the 
Hebron agreement, the 
final destination of a 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
settlement has begun to 
emerge from the political 
haze. 

Such a settlement must 
not only end the Israeli 
occupation and colonisa- 
tion of Palestinian soil, it 
must give the Palestinian 
people a sovereign, uncon- 
tested, independent state 
of their own. 

This is a matter of justice 
and practicality. If a truly 
lasting and stable peace is 
the goal, there is no other 
option. 

The notion of a 
Palestinian state has grad- 
ually broken the bounds of 
the unthinkable and has 
seeped into the very centre 
of the debate over the 
future of the peace 
process. In the United 
States, even such ardent 
supporters of Israel as 
Henry Kissinger and 
William S afire have 
grudgingly acknowledged 
that a Palestinian state is 
inevitable. 

Even on the Israeli right, 
political discourse has 
begun to shift significant- 
ly. David Bar-Illan. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s senior advis- 
er, has spoken of a state of 
“limited sovereignty" for 
the Palestinians. 

A v rah am Stem, a right- 
wing member of the 
Knesset, has declared that 
opposition to a state “is 
not something holy." For 
its part, Israel's Labour 
Party has dropped its long- 
standing opposition to a 
Palestinian state. 

Although these changes 
have yet to be acknowl- 
edged by Mr. Netanyahu, 
the truth is that 
Palestinians already have 
most of the prerequisites 
of sovereignty: control 
over land, a' legitimate 
political process and 
quasi-govemmental insti- 
tutions. Yet these precur- 
sors of statehood remain 
fragile, incomplete and 
still subject to Israeli dic- 
tates. 

Israel, for example, con- 
tinues to seal off 
Palestinian areas, keeping 
thousands from jobs, 
schools and even hospi- 
tals. And Mr. Netanyahu 
continues to insist on 
maintaining and expand- 
ing Israeli settlements, 
recently restoring finan- 
cial incentives to settlers. 

In the coming weeks. 
Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators are scheduled 
to begin taking up the 


toughest issues, those left 
for "the final stage of the 
peace agreement: 

refugees, borders, settle- 
ments, security and the 
future of Jerusalem. 
Though the Israeli govern- 
ment is not likely to pub- 
licly acknowledge it these 
talks will really be about 
the future shape of a 
Palestinian state. 

For a settlement to be 
truly final, it must min- 
imise the chances of future 
rejection or violent disaf- 
fection. The vast majority 
of Palestinians would sup- 
port a settlement that 
resulted in a Palestinian 
state in Gaza and the West 
Bank, with its capital in 
East Jerusalem. 

Such a settlement would 
have the legitimacy neces- 
sary for a stable peace, 
which would be in the 
interests of Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

But the mere trappings 
of statehood will not suf- 
fice. The state has to be 
real and workable. The 
following are its essential 
conditions: 

— Territorial integrity 
and contiguity. The 
Palestinians' ability to 
accept further territorial 
compromise is severely 
constrained by historical, 
political and geographic 
realities, including the 
lack of a direct link 
between Gaza and the 
West Bank. Any further 
dissection of Palestinian 
territory would make it 
politically and economi- 
cally impossible to main- 
tain a state. 


spiritual and commercial 
heart. To exclude it from a 
Palestinian state is 
unthinkable. Moreover, 
the boundaries of what 
Israelis call their “eternal 
united capital" are neither 
sacred nor irrevocable. 
Israel imposed arbitrary 
new borders on the city in 
- 1967- by annexing, to it 
areas of the West Bank. 

With the exception of the 
Jewish holy places in the 
Old City, few Israelis can 
claim much attachment to 
Jerusalem's existing 
boundaries. 

A recently published sur- 
vey by researchers from 
the University of 
Maryland and Israel’s 
Guttman Institute of 
Applied Social Research 
found that 70 per cent of 
Israelis who had been to 
Jerusalem had never ven- 
tured into the Arab areas 
beyond the Old City, and 
that about 60 per cent 
would accept a redefini- 
tion of the city limits to 
“exclude Arab neighbour- 
hoods" and ensure an 
overwhelming Jewish 
majority in their part of 
Jerusalem. A poll pub- 
lished late last year by 
Ma’ariv, an Israeli news- 
paper, even found a slight 
majority of Israelis in 
favour of moving the capi- 
tal to Tel Aviv. 

The view perpetuated by 
politicians that Israelis 
would accept nothing less 
than exclusive control 
over the whole city need 
not be blithely accepted. 
There is no good reason 
why Jerusalem cannot 


“...Palestinians already have most 
of the prerequisites of sovereignty: 
control over land, a legitimate 
political process and quasi-govem- 
mental institutions. ” 


Because Israeli settle- 
ments would be a constant 
challenge to the new 
state’s security and 
integrity, there can be no 
civilian pockets under 
Israeli rale on Palestinian 
land. But there is no rea- 
son why individual 
Israelis could not live in 
Palestine and individual 
Palestinians could not live 
in Israel. 

— A sovereign capital in 
Jerusalem. East Jerusalem 
is Palestine’s historical, 


have two separate, coex- 
isting sovereignties within 
nominal, open borders that 
demarcate the Arab and 
Jewish areas. Freedom of 
movement and access to 
holy places could be guar- 
anteed without redivision 
of the city. 

— Security. While 
appreciating Israeli securi- 
ty concerns, Palestinians 
have deeply rooted con- 
cerns of their own. Given 
the loss of their homeland 
in 1948 and occupation 


smee 1967, Palestinians 
cannot be expected to cede 
their right to self-defence 
unilaterally. 

Instead of being totally 
demilitarised, a 

Palestinian state should be 
capable of limited self- 
defence but not have the 
ability to threaten its 
-neighbours. • ; 1 

In practical terms, this 
would mean no defence 
pacts with countries hos- 
tile to Israel, limits on the 
size and nature of 
Palestinian defence forces 
and no offensive weapon- 
ry. International guaran- 
tees for both sides and a 
bilateral non-aggression 
pact should reinforce 
mutual security, as could 
an international peace- 
keeping or monitoring 
presence. Israel’s require- 
ments for early-warning 
and ground-to-air 

defences and joint security 
arrangements covering the 
Jordan Valley could be 
negotiated. 

— Justice and fairness 
for refugees. No final reso- 
lution can be complete 
without addressing the 
needs and aspirations of 
Palestinian refugees. As a 
matter of principle, the 
Palestinians' right to 
return or to be compensat- 
ed for their lost homes and 
land is non-negotiable. 
How this right is exercised 
is a matter for negotiation. 

Israel must acknowledge 
the suffering and hardship 
Palestinian refugees have 
faced as a result of their 
eviction from their home- 
land, and must assist in 
their rehabilitation and 
reabsorption. 

For their part, the 
Palestinians have to 
acknowledge that a return 
to the status quo before the 
creation of Israel in 1948 
is impossible and that a 
resolution of the refugee 
issue will effectively close 
the file on this fundamen- 
tal issue. 

This is not a full blue- 
print for Palestine. The 
bard details must be left to 
the negotiators. But these 
conditions for Palestinian 
statehood must be met if 
hopes for a lasting peace 
settlement are not to be an 
illusion. 

The writer, editor of the 
Arabic edition of The 
Journal of Palestine 

Studies , advised the 

Palestinian delegation 
during Middle East peace 
talks from 1991 to 1993. 
This article is reprinted 
from the International 
Herald Tribune. 
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When government 
takes over passing laws, 
legislature becomes 
a wayside story 


By Dr. Waleed M. Sadi 


ARTICLE 25 of the 

Constitution stipulates 

that the legislative author- 
ity rests with the 

Parliament and His 

Majesty ^ King. Yet, 
Article 94(1) accords the 
executive branch, as 
reflected in the cabinet 
and with the consent of 
the King, the authority to 
act legislatively by enact- 
ing temporary laws when 
Parliament is not in ses- 
sion or dissolved. The 
constitutional caveat 
attached to this executive 
branch “encroachment" 
on the legislative branch 
is quite clear in the sense 
that it condones such 
“interference" in 

Parliament's only when 
there are pressing issues 
or measures that cannot 
wait. 

Over and above these 
constraints, there is an 
overriding proviso that all 
such temporary legisla- 
tion must be consistent 
with the Constitution. 
This temporary legislation 
must also be submitted to 
Parliament, as soon as it is 
in session. Parliament 
then may exercise its pre- 
rogative to reject the leg- 
islation or enter some 
amendments thereto. 

But have all these 
guidelines been observed 
every time the govern- 
ment acts as a legislature? 
If we take the temporary 
law on elections that was 
adopted by the govern- 
ment in 1993 and enacted 
as a full fledged legisla- 
tion only ten days ago as 
an example, it would 
readily suggest that the 
Constitution is, not always 
fully and ‘ faithfully 
observed by the executive 
branch when it enters the 
threshold of the legisla- 
tive branch of govern- 
ment. In retrospect, the 
temporary law in question 
was not so pressing as to 
require an immediate 
action by the cabinet in 
the absence of parliamen- 
tary action. 

As necessary as the one- 
man, one-vote criterion is. 
there was nothing so 
urgent about it that it 
could not await full airing 
and consideration by the 
people’s representatives 
in the Lower House of 
Parliament, in conjunc- 
tion with other comple- 
mentary features of the 
law that also require 
redress. 

Jordan has been enjoy- 
ing parliamentary life 
ever since 1989 and there 
is no case ever when 
Parliament could not be 
reconvened in an extraor- 
dinary session to act on a 
piece of legislation that 
purports to change the 
decades-long formula for 
conducting national elec- 


tions. 

So while part of this 
flaw was rectified when 
Parliament adopted the 
one-person, one-vote for- 
mula. this rectification fell 
short of the goal of acting 
on all the other comple- 
mentary aspects without 
which the one-person, 
one-vote formula remains 
seriously lacking. 

Moreover, the redress of 
only one dimension of the 
election law, in isolation 
of the remaining ones, 
appears to violate the 
organic law of the land. 

The fact that Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti concedes that the 
country’ still needs a mod- 
em election law, over and 
above the one-person, 
one- vote criterion, which 
should elicit complemen- 
tary amendments, sug- 
gests that neither the tem- 
porary law nor the new 
law are in full conformity 
with the Constitution. 

Proportional representa- 
tion on the basis of elec- 
toral districts with equal- 
size populations and the 
resolution of the valid 
controversy over the 
existing quota system for 
women and religious and 
ethnic minorities lends 
additional agreement to 
the legal proposition thar 
the applicable election 
legislation violates the 
Constitution. 

The reason is obvious: 
the election law as cur- 
rently formulated violates 
several features of the 
Constitution, especially 
Article 6 which calls for 
equal treatment of 
Jordanians, which clearly 
implies equal voting and 
political power. Suffice to 
recall that' 'neither the old 
nor the recent type of 
election properly address- 
es the equality clause of 
the Constitution by virtue 
of, inter alia, the absence 
of proportional represen- 
tation. 

I would submit that 
before the country goes 
any further and elects a 
new Lower House, it must 
endeavour between now 
and the projected fall 
elections to put in place a 
true contemporary elec- 
tion law' that conforms 
with the Constitution and 
the treaties that we have 
so proudly endorsed and 
ratified. 

Had we had a dynamic 
court system that" could 
pronounce judgements on 
the constitutionality of 
national laws, 1 feel rea- 
sonably certain that the 
existing legislation on 
election would be struck 
out as contrary to the 
Constitution. If the newly 
adopted law on elections 
is voidable in a court of 
law, as unconstitutional, 
then all elections held on 
its basis are voidable. 
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TV wars — Cairo ‘will not be able to hold out 


7 


against private stations for ever’ 


By Steve Negus 

CAIRO — A sex scandal in 
Egypt's tabloid press sug- 
gests that Information Min- 
ister Safwat Sharif, proba- 
bly one of the three most 
powerful men in the coun- 
try. has declared war 
against rival Arab TV sta- 
tions in an attempt to prove 
his competence to the pres- 
ident. The Gulf influence 
on the Egyptian media is 
notorious. Egyptians call 
the information ministry 
headquarters at Maspero in 
Cairo's Nile comiche dis- 
trict the biggest brothel in 
the Middle East. Ministry 
officials control access to 
the huge Egyptian media 
market, lucrative in itself 
and an essential stepping 
stone to other Arab mar- 
kets. According to show- 
business gossip, even well- 
established female enter- 
tainers must submit to 
occasional trysts with 
wealthy admirers in the 
Gulf, for which ministry 
officials take handsome 
mediators' fees. 

Consequently, no one 
was surprised by the 
charges that appeared in 
the Dec. 16 edition of the 
pro-government tabloid 
Rose A1 Yusuf that televi- 
sion production chief 
Mamduh A1 Laithi took a 


bribe of a Mercedes to 
overlook an affair between 
actress Shirin Saif A1 Nasr 
and Saudi hotel investor 
Prince Abdul Aziz Ibrahim. 
The paper also chained that 
Laithi had forced lesser 
actresses working in the 
ministry to entertain the 
prince and his friends at 
private parties. The specif- 
ic charges did not surprise 
readers — rather, they were 
shocked by the fact that 
they had appeared in print. 
Why would Rose A1 Yusuf, 
known for shamelessly 
currying favour with the 
wealthy and the powerful, 
dare to name names and 
make enemies? 

The sex scandal leak is a 
common weapon in 
Egypt's internal power 
struggles. In 1992. Rose A1 
Yusuf reported an affair 
between alleged Israeli 
agent Lucy Artin and the 
immensely popular former 
defence minister, Moham- 
mad Abu Ghazala. The 
report was printed long 
after Abu Ghazala retired, 
however, and was viewed 
as an attempt by Sharif to 
discourage him from seek- 
ing the vice-presidency. 
Otherwise, Rose AJ Yusuf 
would probably not have 
dared publish. 

Consequently, no one 
believes that Adil Hammu- 


da, the paper’s opportunis- 
tic editor, would have run 
the Laithi story without a 
go-ahead from Safwat 
Sharif. The build-up to the 
story also suggests thar 
Sharif gave Hammuda a 
whisper in the ear. On Dec. 
9, Hammuda wrote a story 
about a forthcoming pro- 
motion within the ministry, 
making a seemingly irrele- 
vant reference to the mar- 
riage between Saif A1 Nasr 
and Prince Ibrahim. This is 
typical Rose Al Yusuf — 
pussy-footing around with 
trial balloons before 
splashing the big story in 
subsequent issues. Laithi 
reacted by filing libel 
charges against Hammuda, 
presumably to dissuade 
him from going further. 
Normally, that would have 
ended the story right there, 
but Sharif ensured that the 
story would go ahead by 
filing his own complaint 
with the prosecutor about 
Laithi 's conduct. 

Laithi was arrested, 
charged with bribery and. 
on Dec. 16. Rose Al Yusuf 
ran the full expose, includ- 
ing even the illicit Mer- 
cedes’ licence-plate num- 
ber. Laithi is still under 
investigation but has not 
yet been fired. 

Why did Sharif act? 
According to Rose Al 


Yusuf, on Jan. 6. he 
dumped Laithi as the open- 
ing salvo in a war to 
reclaim Egypt’s artistic tal- 
ent from Gulf television 
stations. Sex was the least 
of the commodities offered 
by Egyptian TV io the 
Gulf, and Laithi was the 
Saudi media’s main agent 
in Cairo. He sublet 
Maspero’s facilities to Gulf 
television and cable sta- 
tions. He allowed Egyptian 
movies to be sold to Gulf 
channels within months of 
their release in cinemas. He 
was lax on Egyptians like 
Saif Al Nasr who spent 
their time and energy on 
Gulf projects rather than 
Egyptian ones. Laithi 's 
profit from his agency can- 
not be estimated (other 
than the Mercedes) but his 
son was given the director- 
ship of the Cairo office of 
the Saudi satellite channel 
MBC. 

The result? According to 
nearly all Egyptian intel- 
lectuals. the legacy of 
Laithi and his like-minded 
predecessors has been the 
collapse of the quality of 
Egyptian television. The 
best talk shows, the most 
popular televised concerts, 
the latest dubbed Western 
movies — all these are now 
the property of Gulf-owned 
Arab satellite television. A 


few years ago, Saudis 
bought boosters to pick up 
Egyptian television; today, 
Egyptians are buying dish- 
es to pick up Saudi satel- 
lite. 

Media nationalism 

Over the following weeks 
Egypt’s media leaders 
announced a new policy of 
media nationalism. The 
cinema employees* union 
declared that its members 
would not be allowed to 
sell their movies to non- 
Egyptian TV channels. 
And Abdul Rahman Hafez, 
the new president of the 
Television and Broadcast- 
ing Union, blasted Egypt- 
ian artists working tor 
other countries in an inter- 
view published on Dec. 23 
in Rose al Yusuf. “We need 
to know where Egypt's 
interests lie.” he said. ’ 

But why would Sharif — 
who has milked his own 
Gulf connections for a long 
time — suddenly act to 
reclaim Egyptian televi- 
sion? The risk is enormous 
— Gulf stations could 
begin their own talent- 
spotting inside EgypL 
offering tempting salaries 
to Egyptian performers, 
writers and presenters 
before they ever start 
working in Maspero. 


Moreover, if he is per- 
ceived as the enemy, rather 
than the partner, of the 
Saudi media magnates, his 
own supply of money and 
power might dry up. 

So why take the risk? 
Perhaps he just thought 
Laithi had gone too far. 
Perhaps he had been con- 
templating this move lor 
several years — the boom 
in consumer goods avail- 
able in Egypt in the 1990s 
has dramatically increased 
the potential advertising 
revenues of Egyptian tele- 
vision at the same time as 
everyone is buying satellite 
dishes to tune into the Gulf. 

The ancien regime 

But a more intriguing 
possibility is that he per- 
ceived his job. or his power 
base, to be in danger. Sharif 
is the leading representa- 
tive of the military and 
intelligence chiefs which 
Egyptian intellectuals call 
the tanzim la'rikhi. the 
ancien regime, i Laithi is 
also a member of this class 
— he was a former securi- 
ty officer who several 
prominent Egyptians have 
accused of personally 
supervising their torture 
sessions!. Men like Sharif 
and Laithi were handed 
lucrative posts in return for 


loyal service, and wen/ 
expected to milk it to the: 
utmost. 

This class now feels itself 
under threat. Rumours are 
rife of a coming cabinet 
reshuffle in which new 
ministers will be chosen by 
private-sector businessmen 
who have access to the 
president. In private, these 
businessmen often express 
their loathing for the 
ancien regime's corruption. 

In particular, business- 
men resent Sharif because 
he has blocked the creation 
of private TV stations. Jusl 
before the recent MENA 
conference, American 
Chamber of Commerce 
head Shufiq Jaber came out 
loudly in favour of private 
stations — an unthinkable 
proposition a few years 
ago. Rumours began to cir- 
culate that business leaders 
were lobbying to replace 
Sharif with the liberal head 
of the State Information 
Service. Nabil Ulhmun. 
Cutting Sharif down to si/e 
would not only please the 
businessmen, it would also 
please the many intellectu- 
als who consider him the 
leading threat to freedom 
of expression in Egypt, as 
well as a number of foreign 
diplomats (who consider 
him something of a xeno- 
phobe). 


Sharif is lighting hack. 
“The Egyptian ntedi:i are 
ready to compete in live era 
of open airwaves,” he 
declared on Good Morn- 
ing. Egypt on Jan 1. an 
unusual ucknou kVigcmen; 
of the possibility that the 
media might not in fact tv 
ready. Bui for Sharif 
keep" his power base, he 
must keep the state*'* 
monopoly on iht: broadcast 
media. And fur him u> 
maintain the monopoly, he 
must rescue Egyptian tele- 
vision from the* sorry sute 
in which it has fallen. And 
for him to do that, he muM 
turn on his former allies in 
the Gulf. It appears that 
Sharif has been ‘oreed into 
one of the biggest gambles 
of his career. 

Ironically, the best hope 
for Egypt might lie in Ins 
failure. Suikli-t >u ned chan- 
nels offer livelier debate 
and less censorship than he 
could ever stomach. Facu 
if Sharif presides ovci a 
renaissance in quality, i; 
will be u tamed media, 
offering gloss hut no con- 
troversy. If Egy ptinn teles 
sion continues its decline. 
Sharif will not be able to 
hold out against private 
stations for ever. 


Middle Eti.u /mvnkihtihh 


Drug gangs rule, c hi ldren suffer in Miami’s Liberty City 


By Angus MacSwan 
Reuter 

MIAMI — In Miami's 
poor black district of Lib- 
erty City, drug gangs infest 
the streets, violence is fre- 
quent and children are 
often the victims. 

With police helicopters 
flying overhead and barri- 
cades at road junctions, the 
rundown, rubbish-strewn 
streets look at times like a 
war zone — more like 
Soweto in apartheid days 
than chic, wealthy 
Coconut Grove a few kilo- 
metres away. 

The death last month of 
5-year-old Rickia Issac, hit 
by a stray bullet as she 
walked home from a Mar- 
tin Luther King day 
parade, touched many peo- 
ple and forced the attention 
of city and police officials 
on the blighted area. But 
police and community 
leaders hold out little hope 


the violence and crime will 
ease in one of the most 
dangerous parts of one of 
the toughest cities in the 
United States. 

“This (area) is a flea mar- 
ket for drugs," the Rev. 
Douglas Cook said, sitting 
in a pew in Jordan Grove 
Missionary Baptist 

Church. “Drugs have got 
so heavy people don’t have 
their heads on right. Peo- 
ple just start shooting from 
anywhere." 

More than 2.000 people 
packed his church last 
weekend for Rickia’s 
funeral. A few days earlier 
a service was held there for 
two of five men whose 
bodies were found bound 
and gagged, shot execu- 
tion-style, in an apartment 
that police said was used 
as a marijuana-packing 
plant. 

Community leaders 
announced a gun buy-back 
programme, but only about 


a dozen weapons were 
handed in and by the end 
of the week it was business 
as usual. As night fell on 
Friday, police set up a 
roadblock on the border of 
Liberty City and the immi- 
grant Little Haiti district to 
check vehicles., for -guns, 
drugs and drank’ drivers. 


Tbrf war 

“What you have is a turf 
war between the Haitians 
and the African Ameri- 
cans," police officer 
Robert Mclish told a 
reporter who rode with 
him on a night-time patrol. 
“If there's a drive-by 
killing on one side of the 
highway there’s usually 
one a week or so later on 
the other side in retalia- 
tion." 

Mclish. 27, who was 
born in Jamaica and has 
been a policeman for two 


years, carried a Glock 22 
pistol and wore a bullet- 
proof vest under his shirt 
The gangs have “just about 
everything” in guns, 
including AK-17s and 
Uzis, he said. 

As he drove through 
streets ...of small, squat 
houses and barracks-like 
apartment blocks, groups 
of men loitering outside 
bars and liquor stores 
glared at the car. There 
seemed to be either a 
church or a bar at every 
comer. 

Outside one church a 
sign read: “If not now, 
when? For the love of our 
children increase the 
peace.” Murals painted on 
crumbling walls depict 
black icons such as Martin 
Luther King, Nelson Man- 
dela and Malcolm X. 

Many streets have been 
barricaded by police. 
“There’s one way in and 
one way out,” Mclish said. 


During his shift he 
checked out arguments 
among neighbours, tenants 
and landlords and com- 
plaints of domestic vio- 
lence. Two teenage girls 
threatened to rally their 
friends against each other 
in a fight over, a boy who 
gave one of them 15 cents. 
Their mothers feared a rep- 
etition of an incident last 
week when a schoolgirl 
shot another in the face. 

“Somebody's gonna end 
up dead for nothing," 
Mclish told them as he 
calmed the situation. 

Later a young boy ran up 
to the patrol car to say his 
big brother had just beaten 
up his sister. 

To the officer's relief 
there was no heavy gun- 
play that night, but a 
policeman died when he 
crashed his car after 
swerving to avoid a beggar 
in a wheelchair. 

Mclish was sympathetic 


to the people of Liberty 
City, where jobs are 
scarce, many adults are on 
welfare and single w-omen 
struggle to bring up large 
families with absent 
fathers. “Within this com- 
munity you have a lot of 
decent "people too.” . he. 
said. 

Rev. Cook echoed the 
litany of woes: “Kids don't 
listen to parents, police or 
preachers. The jail is 
packed. They're all young 
people and their life is 
already destroyed.” 


Drugs blamed 

Rev. Cook, who was 
bom 69 years ago in 
Savannah, Georgia, said 
drug-dealing provided fast 
and easy money. “Some- 
times I sit and look out of 
the window of my office 
and can see them selling 
drugs,” he said. "Thev 


leave them in an old shoe 
or a can, then they tell the 
man — you go pick up that 
shoe. 

“They have the children 
out there watching if the 
officers come. They yell 
‘fire’ to warn them. Parents 
...ga Jo .work and the kids 
‘“slip" Back from school and 
do what they want.” 

Blacks see themselves at 
the bottom of Miami's 
social heap and are frus- 
trated and angry, he said. 
In 1980. one of the worst 
recent U.S. race riots 
erupted in Liberty City and 
spread through Miami 
after an all-white juiy 
acquitted white police offi- 
cers accused of killing a 
black man. 

Civic leaders are mindful 
that last October riots 
broke out in St. Petersburg. 
515 km northwest of 
Miami, after a police 
shooting incident in a 
deprived black area. 


Racial resentment ;■]>.> 
seethes against Miami's 
huge Cuban population. 
Blacks feel the waves of 
immigrants robbed them of 
work by taking lowly jobs 
for less than the minimum 
wage. In November, 
blacks lost their sole voice 
on the city commission 
when Miller Dawkins was 
fired over a corruption 
scandal, and a Cuban 
American won the seat. 

Rev. Cook said Liberty 
City's despair was com- 
pounded by the fact that it 
was fellow blacks wlm 
killed Rickia Issue and 
who were selling drugs on 
the streets. “It’s just sad the 
way it’s happening." he 
said. “We have lei Satan 
come into our hearts and 
minds." 


Jordan rejects Israeli assertion 


No tangible result yet of efforts 


( Continued from page I) 

ment's letter, the minister 
said. 

Experts on international 
law. intellectuals and offi- 
cials have strongly attacked 
the Israeli position, w f hich, 
they say, is in total contra- 
diction to customary and 
written international laws. 
They also accuse the gov- 
ernment of lacking determi- 
nation in supporting Jorda- 
nians' legitimate claims. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment has nor taken any 
public action to restore the 
legitimate property rights 
of Jordanians, though it 
could act on two different 
legal grounds." said Anis 
Qasein, legal counsellor to 
the Palestinian delegation 
at the peace negotiations 
and editor of the Palestinian 
Yearbook of International 
Law. 

Dr. Qasem as well as 
Badri Mulqi. former head 
of the Department of Lands 
and Survey, said Israel 
could be charged before 
international courts and the 
international community 
under Article 26 of the Jor- 
dan! an-lsraeli peace agree- 
ment and the customary 
international principle pro- 
hibiting any state from 
enacting any law that con- 
tradicts international provi- 
sions. 

Article 26 of the peace 
treaty stipulates that “the 
parties undertake to enact 
any legislation necessary in 
order to implement the 
treat)', and to terminate any 
international commitments 


and to repeal any legisla- 
tion that is inconsistent 
with the treaty.” 

The Israeli law of imple- 
mentation of the peace 
treaty, ratified by the Knes- 
set on Feb. 12, 1995 stipu- 
lates that the 1950 absentee 
property law does not fol- 
low under the ambit of the 
peace treaty because this 
bas no retroactive value. 

“This is an open violation 
Article 26 of the peace 
treaty,” Dr. Qassem 
explained. 

In order to comply with 
Article 26, Jordan has 
amended its own laws, 
“lifting all pre-peace 
restrictions to normal rela- 
tions with Israel." the Jew- 
ish state has “breached the 
treaty with the ratification 
law of February 1995,” Dr. 
Qassem said. 

Under the 1950 absentee 
property law, “that Israel 
used as a provision to con- 
fiscate Arab lands and put 
them under mandate of the 
absentee-property guard,” 
owners of fixed assets in 
the occupied territories 
must refer in person to the 
concerned Israeli authori- 
ties and present extensive 
documentation proving 
their ownership to be enti- 
tled to file a lawsuit. 

“The 1950 absente-prop- 
erty law and the lack of 
decisive and determined 
public action on the gov- 
ernment’s side make Jorda- 
nians' claims almost impos- 
sible to be rightfully recog- 
nised,” Mr. Mulqi said 
“The trouble, hardships and 
never ending negotiations 


that a number of Jordanian 
citizens had to go through 
to prove their rightful own- 
ership of their own proper- 
ties” have proven too diffi- 
cult, he said. 

Mr. Mulqi also 
reproached the government 
for failing so far to summon 
the special committee in 
charge of listing and evalu- 
ating Jordanians’ properties 
in Israel as well as receiv- 
ing the citizens’ claims. 

The absentee property 
committee, established in 
1995 by the Sharif Zeid 
cabinet and headed by the 
minister of finance, “has 
never been called tby the 
government) for any meet- 
ing or invited to present any 
report,” Mr. Mulqi com- 
plained 

In addition to the minister 
of finance and Mr. Mulqi, 
the committee includes the 
secretary generals of the 
ministries of justice and 
finance, head of the Depart- 
ment of Land and Survey 
Ibrahim Musmar, Royal 
Geographic Centre Director 
Saleem Khalifeh and for- 
mer Director for Documen- 
tation Kamel Nafrawi. 

According to Mr. Mulqi. 
a complete list of all Jorda- 
nians’ properties in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
has not been finalised yet. 

However, “absentee prop- 
erties are not concentrated 
in a specific area. They are 
quire uniformly spread all 
over Israel and the occu- 
pied territories and they are 
very consistent,” he added 


(Continued from page 1) 

result of the Arab media- 
tion efforts. 

Mr. Dughmi was mean- 
while quoted in a Kuwaiti 
newspaper as saying that 
the government of the 
emirate that had reas- 
sured Amman that the 
Jordanian prisoners 
allegedly mistreated in a 
Kuwaiti jail last month 
have excellent condi- 
tions. 

'They (Kuwaiti offi- 
cials) confirmed to me 
that the Jordanian prison- 
ers have excellent condi- 
tions and they put me in 
the picture about the 
good treatment which 
they are receiving,” Mr. 
Dughmi was quoted as 


(Continued from page 1) 

policy, we will fight it.” Mr. 
Kahalani said, adding that 
he planned to ask Mr. 
Netanyahu “some unpleas- 
ant questions” when he 
returns from Washington. 

Syria for its part scoffed 
at the notion that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Washington 
talks and “new formula” 
had brought the two gov- 
ernments closer to the 
negotiating table. 

“Netanyahu’s refusal to 
commit himself to an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 


saying by the Kuwaiti 
daily Al Ra'i Al Amm. 

Mr. Dughmi said he 
welcomed the Kuwaiti 
initiative to allow the 
Omani and Qatari ambas- 
sadors to visit the prison- 
ers. and was reassured 
about the treatment of the 
Jordanians after speaking 
with high-ranking 

Kuwaiti officials. 

He said the contacts 
have “created an atmos- 
phere foil of optimism 
that a pleasant surprise in 
the affairs of the Jordan- 
ian prisoners is very 
near.” He did not elabo- 
rate, but that was an 
implicit reference to the 
hoped-for release of the 
prisoners. 


Golan and South Lebanon, 
his desire to ensure Israel's 
security at the expense of 
Arab righrs prevents any 
optimism and makes peace 
even farther away," said the 
official Al Thawra newspa- 
per on Sunday. 

The government newspa- 
per Tishrin said: 
“Netanyahu’s comments in 
Washington show that his 
position remains the 
same.” The ruling party’s 
paper Al Baath insisted the 
Israeli premier "has not 
changed his intransigent 
policy." 


Ross to carry 
‘new formula’ 


Palestinians and Israelis resume talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel is to hand over to 
the Palestinians in three 
troop pullbacks from 
rural areas of the West 
Bank. The first pullback 
is supposed to be com- 
pleted oy March 7. 

Israeli negotiator 
Danny Naveh said, how- 
ever. that the pullbacks 
were “not an issue for 
negotiations.” 

Israel, backed by the 
United States, says Israel 
alone has the "right to 
decide the scope of the 
further redeployments. 
The Palestinians" insist 
that the matter be decided 
in negotiations. 

The Palestinians said 
they would also raise the 
issue of the expansion of 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Israeli 
construction in East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat warned this 
weekend that Israeli con- 
struction in Arab East 
Jerusalem could harm the 
chances for peace. He 
charged Sunday that 
there are "many " viola- 
tions” by Israel, includ- 
ing Israel’s cancellation 
of“ the residency permits 
of Palestinians living in 
Arab East Jerusalem and 
alleged excavations near 
the Al Aqsa Mosque. 

Mr. Levy said earlier 
Sunday that Israel’s plans 
for construction in Arab 
East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank settlements 
did not violate any exist- 
ing agreements. 


“But we are also ... not 
sitting and waiting for 
permission for someone 
on decisions that are not 
in contradiction to agree- 
ments," he added. 

“I suggest that Yasser 
Arafat avoid grand state- 
ments and threats or har- 
bour any illusions which 
will not advance the 
peace process by one mil- 
limetre," said Mr. Levy. 

Mr. Arafat on Saturday 
told a crowd in the West 
Bonk town of Jenin that 
Israeli settlement activity 
violated signed agree- 
ments and put Israel’s 
commitment to peace in 
question. 

"We are facing serious 
challenges. The obstacles 
put in our way by the 
Israeli government" are 
designed to bring us to 
our knees," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

“The accords forbid any 
geographic or demo- 
graphic changes in the 
Palestinian territories, 
including East Jerusalem, 
during tne interim peri- 
od,” Mr. Arafat said, 
referring to the period 
leading up to agreement 
on a final status of the 
Palestinian territories. 

But Mr. Levy rebuffed 
his complaints. “Israel 
has not violated any of its 
commitments or created 
any new settlements. No 
one has the right to chal- 
lenge where we build." 

Many of the issues to be 
tackled in the new talks 
have already been the 
subject of extensive but 


unsuccessful negotia- 
tions, including Israeli 
security conditions for 
the opening of an airport 
and sea port in the Gaza 
Strip and establishing 
“safe passage” corridors 
for Palestinians to travel 
from the West Bank io 
the Gaza Strip. 

The two sides are also 
due to discuss Palestinian 
demands for an easing of 
economic and travel 
restrictions clamped on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip a year ago follow- 
ing a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

Other committees will 
deal with Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails 
and so-called "people- to- 
people" measures to 
improve relations 

between the Israeli and 
Palestinian populations. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour told AFP 
that Sunday's meeting 
would not get into sub 
stantive issues but wou 
focus on setting an agen- 
da and timetable for the 
negotiations. 

He said the talks would 
involve the heads of :hc 
eight working groups 
plus chief Palestinian 
negotiator Sueb Ereknt 
and close Netumuiui aid* 
Yitzhak Molkho. 


8 Economy 


Study: Arab states not benefiting 
from growing world oil demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states are boosting 
their oil production capaci- 
ty but are not expected to 
gain ground in the market 
fn tlie next few years due to 
output increases from other 
areas., an official study said 

World oil demand is pro- 
jected to increase by an 
annual average 1.4 million 
barrels per day (bpd) until 
the year 2000 due to fore- 
cast ylobal economic 
growth of 4.4 per cent 
annually, the Organisation 
of Arab F’etroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OAPEC) 
said in the annual Arab 
Economic Report . 

But the bulk of the. 
increase would likely come 
from producers outside the 
11 -nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC). 

“It appears such a phe- 
nomenon will continue irn 
the next few years. This, 
will adversely affect oil 
production in Arab coun- 
tries and their contribution 
to crude supplies to the 
global market," said the 


report, also prepared by the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund and the 22- 
member Arab League. 

“There are expectations 
that production from out- 
side OPEC will increase by 
an average one million bpd 
per year until the end of the 
decade. There is no doubt 
this will directly affect Arab 
oil revenues and domestic 
development," the report 
added. 

Arab states sit atop 645.3 
billion barrels of crude, 
accounting for nearly 61.7 
per cent of the world’s total 
recoverable oil reserves. 

Most of them, mainly in 
the Gulf, are pumping bil- 
lions of dollars to boost 
capacity to take advantage 
of the steady growth in 
demand. 

The bulk of the invest- 
ments are in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAEj, 
which control around 45 
per cent of the world’s oil 
and produce more than 17 
per cent of the global crude 
supplies. 


But their output of around 

12.2 million bpd is far 
lower than their actual 
capacity of more than 15 
million bpd. The capacity is 
set to surge by 2000 as they 
are pressing ahead with 
plans to develop their giant 
oilfields. 

Despite a steady increase 
in their capacities, their 
actual production has 
remained almost 

unchanged over the past 
five years as most of the 
rise in demand was met by 
Britain, Norway and other 
non-OPEC producers. 

In 1995, such producers 
contributed around 1.1 mil- 
lion bpd of the increase in 
demand of 1.5 million bpd, 
which pushed total global 
oil supplies to about 70 mil- 
lion bpd. This meant that 
the market share of inde- 
pendent producers reached 

42.2 million bpd or 60.2 per 
cent of the total. 

“The bulk of the increase 
in global production is 
coming from non-OPEC 
producers as the advanced 
technology in the oil indus- 


try has enabled those coun- 
tries to upgrade oil extrac- 
tion levels, cut production 
costs and start production 
from previously inaccessi- 
ble areas," it said. 

But OAPEC, which 
groups oil superpower 
Saudi Arabia with nine 
other Arab producers, said 
output in non-Middle East 
countries was expected to 
stabilise after the year 2000 
given their limited crude 
resources. 

“This will lead to an 
increase in demand for oil 
from the traditional produc- 
ing areas, especially the 
Arab region," it said. 

“But all such expectations 
remain dependent on 
international economic and 
commercial developments 
and on the policies of lead- 
ing consumers in the energy 
sector, especially the impo- 
sition of more taxes on 
crude consumption and 
their encouragement of the 
use of non-oil sources,” the 
report concluded- 


Economic ties bind Asia, Europe 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Foreign ministers from .'25 
European and Asian coun- 
tries squabbled here for 
three days over wide politi- 
cal differences, but the gulf 
between them has a strong 
bridge: Economics. 

Differences over such 
issues as human rights in 
Asia were loudly aired at 
the meetings which ended 
here Saturday, but partici- 
pants stressed both regions 
want to ensure that trade 
and investment relations 
stay on trade 

“Cooperation in econom- 
ic areas has advanced 
rapidly.” said a chairman's 
statement at the end of the 
inaugural meeting o-f for- 
eign ministifis from 10 ' 
Asian and I‘5 European 
countries. Tlie momentum 
should be iincreased, the 
statement continued. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Erik Derycke said Asia and 
Europe were unlikely to 
find common political 
ground in a hurry because 
die two regions were so dif- 
ferent, but added that grow- 
ing business ties would 
bring them closer. 

“It will need a lot of years 


before we come to a full 
cooperation,” Mr. Derycke 
told AFP. “But I think eco- 
nomic cooperation is help- 
ing to realise that objec- 
tive.” 

“I think basically, 
whether you want it or not, 
the material element is very 
essential in all this," he 
emphasised., 

Europe has lagged behind 
its traditional trade rivals 
Japan and the United States 
in seizing business opportu- 
nities offered by Asia's 
booming markets and its 
increasingly affluent popu- 
lations. 

European brand names 
with a presence in Asia 
range from Pierre Cardin 
" accessories from France tt> - 
Philips electronics products 
from the Netherlands. 

European companies, 
more keen on the markets 
in eastern Europe after the 
fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989, have a relatively 
small share of the total for- 
eign direct investment 
stock in Asia, now in excess 
of $250 billion. 

The European continent’s 
trade with the booming 
economies of the seven- 


member association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), the core group 
of the Asian side, reached 
$99.5 billion in 1995, up 
from $75-5 billion in 1994. 

But the European Union's 
15 members together still 
could not match the group- 
ing’s trade with the United 
States or Japan despite 
boasting a bigger combined 
gross domestic product. 

European companies 
have “concentrated on 
other areas of the world and 
they are not as big risk-tak- 
ers as the Japanese or the 
Koreans or even the Ameri- 
cans." Philippine Foreign 
Secretary Domingo Siazon 
said. 

“But they are coming in" 
now, the British, the 
French...” his Belgian 
counterpart agreed, saying 
“more and more" European 
companies, including Bel- 
gian firms, were eyeing 
Asian markets, with ana- 
lysts citing slow growth of 
saturated European mar- 
kets. 

“We are very cautious and 
careful people," Mr. 
Derycke said. “We need an 
assured environment and a 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Selves 
5 Perot 
9 One who 
sniggles 

14 Bathe 

15 “—Rhythm" 

16 Range 

17 Baghdad s land 

18 Feeling low 

19 Uly kin 

20 Fats Domino hit 

23 “Who am — 
judge?" 

24 Shoe width 

25 ‘The—" (old hit 
tune) 

i 33 — Abner 

34 Hot Springs 
feature 

35 Physician 

36 Tavern term 
39 Ring decision 

41 Cubic meter 

42 Samovar kki 
44 Sounds of 

hesitation 

46 Wall climber 

47 Hit song by “The 
Band" 

51 Weir 

52 Author Ana Is 

53 Mongo 
Santa maria hit 
song 

60 Strength 

61 Actress Moran 

62 Partly open 

64 “ — of Two 
Cities" 

65 Small 

66 Record 

67 Particle 

68 Appear 

69 Test 

DOWN 

1 Yale student 

2 Attire 

3 Eflipse 

4 Dress ornament 

5 Military awards 

6 Leer 

7 Peevish 

8 Sound system 

9 Lovers of 

beauty, var. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




■ 

b 





9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

16 





19 
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by Kenneth Witte 


10 Needle case 

11 Dcpop 

12 Wicked 

13 Ribbed fabric 

21 Greek vowel 

22 Casual consent 
25 Paris 


02 / 07/96 

Thursday's Puzzle solved: 


26 Sacrificial site 

27 Likely 

28 Pastry chef 

29 Posed 

30 Fat component 

31 Gall 

32 ‘Riders of the 
Purple Sage' 
author 

33 Real estate units 

37 Psychologists' 
org, 

38 Like some 
doughnuts 

40 NHL great 
43 Skier's tow 
45 Dictionary entry 

48 Ants, old style 

49 Triumph 

50 Cell dweller 
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All rtgnt? iroMd. 


53 In the company 56 NY canal 

of 57 Queue 

54 Seaweed 58 Greek warrior 

product 59— Valley, CA 

55 Lacquered 60 Duct 

metalware 63 Radiation unit 


good a product and a good 
understanding of communi- 
cations and people." 

“We are not the kind of 
people who come and then 
run away. That’s not our 
way of doing business. We 
tend to stay, not grab the 
money and run away," he 
stressed. 

French industry sources 
said more than 400 compa- 
nies from that country had a 
presence in Singapore, and 
were trying to build a pres- 
ence across Asia. 

Oil giant Total of France 
has invested heavily in 
Burma, whose military- 
ruled junta's alleged human 
rights abuses dominated the 
political debate at the for- 
eign ■ ministers’ meeting 
here. 

German automaker Volk- 
swagen A.G. is the biggest 
foreign investor in China, 
potentially the world’s 
biggest market. 

“I think they were behind 
and they are rapidly crying 
to catch up," said Tommy 
Koh, chief executive of the 
Asia-Europe Foundation, 
recently set up to promote 
cultural and academic ties 
between the two continents. 

“There is a huge commu- 
nity of French business 
people living here. There is 
a large Scandinavian com- 
munity here and it is grow- 
ing every month," he said. 
“This is something which 
we welcome.” 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 17, 1997 

Amman to host French 'workshop 



AMMAN (J.T.) — With a 
clear eye on the potential for 
the hotel industry in Jordan 
amid growing tourism, French 
companies are opening a 
"workshop" on French engi- 
neering and borel equipment in 
Amman next week. 

The three-day event, which 
opens on Feb. 22, is organised 
by the commercial section of 
the French embassy, is the first 
of several exhibitions and 
seminars to be organised by 
the French public and private 
sectors in Amman in 1997. 

This week's gathering will 
group over a dozen French 
companies working in the area 
of kitchen equipment, confer- 
ence halls, engineering, spe- 
cialised designs for aquatic 


entertainment and health 
tourism, educational entertain- 
ment, housewares, and thera- 
py- 

The companies include 
HMI. B execs, Promotour. 
Ruols, Score Tourisme, Score 
International, Thed 

International, Cities Des Sci- 
ences et de Ilndustrie. Jacob 
Delafon, Villeroy and Boch, 
Aquatiss, JFTL and Gidmed 
Somethy. 

Eric Duhoo, a senior official 
of the commercial section of 
the French embassy here, said 
the event was organised in 
close ordination with the 
French Agency for Touristic 
Engineering. The workshop 
and exhibition will be opened 
by Minister of Tourism Saleh 


Irsheidat in a ceremony attend- 
ed by French Ambassador 
Bernard Bajolet as well as 
Hughes Parent, director of 
tourism in France. 

Several other French exhibi- 
tions and seminar are planned 
to be held in 1997, most of 
them organised by the private 
sector with help from the mis- 
sion here. Among them is an 
exhibition of medical equip- 
menL 

Several French companies 
are involved in negotiations 

with Jordanian businesses on 
setting up joint ventures in the 
tourism sector as well as bene- 
fiting the local tourism indus- 
try with French expertise. 
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Peanuts 


VES.5IR.MR.PRINCIPAL... 
WHO? THE LITTLE GIRL 
WITH THE BRAID575URE, 
WE'RE IN THE 5AME 
KINDERGARTEN CLASS.. 

-r 


did i Ask 
HER TO GO 
TO PARIS? 

I^f 


WELL, SURE, BUT 
THAT WAS JUST 
A JOKE.. 


I MEAN, 
HOW... 









HOROSCOPE * 
FORECAST FOR 

MONDAY, FEBRU- 
ARY 17, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson 1 i 
Astrologer. Carroll ; 
Righrer Foundation • 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Be sure to stick 
to routines today which 
need your attention. Find 
some new methods of 
expressing your creative, 
side later this evening^ 
This is a good time to 
together with close’ 
friends and have some 
fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 K> 
May 20) Don’t try to 
solve a financial difficulJ 
ty today without the assis-j 
tance of an expert wh6 
can give you helpful sug- 
gestions. A fellow associ- 
ate could be annoying, 
however maintain your 
poise and keep a level 
bead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Postpone a civic 
project until later when a 
good friend can help. 
This is not a good day 
today to try chancing the 
details of any agreements 
or there could be difficul- 
ty with those in authority 
who have other ideas. 
MOONCHILDREN:( Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21 ) Don’t let 
yourself be bothered 
today by conditions you 
cannot change or you 
could make yourself 
crazed. Be sure you drive 
carefully when visiting 
close friends tonight to 
prevent any adverse con- 
ditions. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 
21) Don’t let small mone- 
tary inconsistencies rain 
what could be a wonder- 
ful day today. Arrange 
your wardrobe later this 
evening so you don’t 
have to waste time hunt- 
ing for specific clothing 
items and accessories. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Rather 
than handling a confusing 
business matter yourself 
today, ' take:; that- free 
•Jx Wice an 7 expert- is -offers 
fwgr Don’t lose your tem- 
per, especially with your 
mate or loved ones or you 
could realise great diffi- 
culty. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) A private 
anxiety could upset you 
today if you permit, so 
keep a cool head. An 
important local person 
can help find many new 
business contacts later 
this evening, so proceed 
with the suggestions you 
are given. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is 
the day today when coop- 
eration should be stressed 
and disagreements should 
be avoided at all costs. 
Labour harmoniously 
with your mate and you 
can create a happy envi- 
ronment which you both 
will enjoy . 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
If a close friend has mis- 
givings about a recreation 
you’ve chosen today, go- 
along and enjoy yourself. 
Don’t take any risks later 
this evening where credit 
is concerned or you could 
face a difficult situation. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Your career activities rnn 
be lightened considerably 
today if you find ways to 
be more efficient. This is 
a good evening for quite 
discussions with vour 
loved ones and thereby 
spend considerable time 
in their company. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) Don’t 
permit a friend to irritate 
you today over some 
social affair which you 
are not interested in If 
you’re not happy with 
your present situation, 
find a unique wav to: 
change it for the better 
and thereby become suc- 
cessful. 

(February 20 to 
March 20) a person who 
has power over vour 
. l °day can niake 
- ou fed inferior, so try to 
avoid this person ir it is 
^ Possible. Be very cau- 
hous while driving 'on the 
Sj-’ay and therebv 

avoid any difficulties. \ 

Birthstone of February? ‘ 
Amethyst __ onyx. ~ 
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Business & Finance 

New company launched 
to fill gap in Jordan’s 
health care insurance 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 17, 1997 


By Sacha Baggili 
Special to the Jordan Tunes. 

AMMAN — A group of 
health insurance profession- 
als has band together to 
form a new company 
designed to fill a gap in this 
relatively new sector in Jor- 
dan. 

MAGNET, or the Arab- 
German Company for Man- 
aging Health Insurances, is 
ready to assist insurance 
firms and corporations 
which provide health insur- 
ance to their employees 


with some third party pro- 
fessional help, according to 
MAGNET General Manag- 
er Jamil Odeh. 

A study of the medical 
insurance marker in Jordan 
by the company's founding 
committee, found that there 
was a need for third party 
professional participation in 
the system. Dr. Odeh told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to Dr. Odeh, 
health care insurance claims 
have been falling into the 
hands of people with no 
knowledge of the medical 


Daily 


Beat 


A review of news from 
the Arabic press 


[ 

Ministry of Labour willing to help 
Egyptian labourers return home 

*+ LABOUR MINISTER Abdul Hafez A1 Shakhanbeh 
expressed willingness to exempt Egyptian labourers from 
paying penalty fines for work and residence permits vio- 
lations if the number of those labourers was large and if 
the payment of violation fines was the only reason imped- 
ing their return to their home country. 

The minister said officials at the Egyptian embassy have 
contacted his ministry and held meetings with Jordanian 
officials to discuss facilitating the travel of a large number 
of Egyptian workers who wish to return home but do not 
have enough money to pay the penalty fines for having 
violated the residence and work permits law. Dr. 
Shaldianbeh added that the Egyptian embassy does not 
have the (financial) capability to pay the fines on behalf of 
the violating workers. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh stressed that the ministry has no objec- 
tion to exempt large numbers of Egyptian workers from 
paying the fines to enable them leave Jordan. He indicat- 
ed that the government has shown understanding and 
cooperation with the Egyptian embassy in Amman to 
solve the problem of paying the fines which amount to 
JD1 50 for each labourer who did obtain a work permit. 

Large number of Egyptian labourers have recently 
approached the embassy, to help them return home as they 
were unable to leave Jordan because of the problem of 
paying the fines (AI Aswaq). 

Profits of public shareholding companies 
rise during first half of * 96 

** A STUDY prepared recently by the Amman Financial 
Market shows that public shareholding companies listed 
at the stock exchange have boosted their half-year prof- 
its by 15 per cent as their total profits at the end of June 
1996 increased by JD18.1 million. 

The total profits of the companies reached JD 140.1 
milli on at midyear. Of the total, JD77.3 million were 
posted by the banking sector, JD 48.6 million by the 
industrial sector, JD 1 1.2 million by the services sector 
and JD3.2 milli on by the insurance sector. 

Profits recorded by the Arab Bank, the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company and the Arab Potash Company 
have largely contributed to the increase in the 1996 
midyear profits (Al Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“Okay, if I learn to be less selfish, 
what will you give me?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each w^iare. to farm 
four Quinary words. 


LAMEY 



□ 

_U 


MR V* 


□ 

fYREN 



□ 

m 



RAJEBB 





YIH 

RTT 

r-s 

IC 



Now arrange tha circled tetlere to 
farm tha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tt» above cartoon. 

Print answer here : £JXXXX3 

(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteK RHYME GNARL DEMURE BAMBOO 
Answer How the cowboys toft after a wsn-ojokad 
meal - AT ’HOME" ON THE RANGE 


world, and have also been 
causing unnecessary 
headaches for accountants 
of companies which pro- 
vide employee health insur- 
ance. 

He said MAGNET makes 
use of sophisticated com- 
puter technology in its man- 
agement systems. 

Consultation services, he 
said, include helping clients 
“set plans and policies 
which match their budget 
and requirements.” 

MAGNET s major corpo- 
rate shareholders are the 
Arab-German Insurance 
Company fa Jordanian-Ger- 
man partnership established 
last year), the Saudi United 
Medical Group, Washing- 
ton Health Care, 
International Cyprus Com- 
pany, and individual share- 
holders include Mohammad 
Hurani, who Saturday was 
elected President of MAG- 
NET, Zakaria Abu Khalaf, 
Nazir Bate’ and Jamil Odeh. 

The capital of the compa- 
ny stands at JD 2 million, 
25 per cent of which has 
already been covered. 

According to Dr. Odeh the 
remainder will have to be 
provided only in the event 
that the company reaches its 
final and long-term objec- 
tive which is “to build and 
own medical facilities.” 

Other members elected to 
the board are Ateff Qundos, 
Zareef Bradie’, Reimaii and 
Ruyter German and Saeed 
Taa’ni. 


Historic telecoms deal signed in Geneva 


GENEVA t AFP) — Sixty-eight 
countries signed a historic 
agreement at the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) Saturday 
liberalising global telecommu- 
nications markets which are sei 
to ring up sales of over a trillion 
dollars by 2000. 

The deal, which caps almost 
three years of negotiations, will 
produce hundreds of billions of 
dollars in savings and belter 
services for consumers and pro- 
vide a slew of juicy investment 
possibilities for expansion- 
minded firms. 

“This is a very good deal,” 
U.S. Deputy Trade Representa- 
tive Jeffrey Lang told reporters 
after the gavel went down at the 
final session of the basic 
telecommunications group 
negotiating the accord. 

Tt is a good omen for finan- 
cial services talks,” which are 
due to resume in ApriL 

Negotiators easily met the 
midnight deadline to give their 
seal of approval. 

The agreement is a victory 
for the WTO, which managed 
the talks and which is pursuing 
service liberalisation with a 
vengeance. 

“We are tonight celebrating a 
very important victory. We 
have almost accomplished the 
21st ceDtuiy round which will 
be completed with the forth- 
coming agreement on informa- 
tion technology products.” 
WTO Director General Renato 
Ruggiero told journalists. 

“Not all decisions have been 
easy, but in the end member 
governments put their faith in 
the multilateral process of the 
WTO and the WTO has deliv- 
ered,” Mr. Ruggiero said. 

“This agreement promotes 
liberalisation and it give certi- 
tude, security and predictability 
through a clear set of rules. This 
is particularly valuable when 
rapid growth and technological 
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developments are changing the 
face of the telecoms industry 
and the world economy,” be 
added. 

The 68 countries that are 
market-opening is double the 
□umber that signed on in April 
when the United States killed a 
deal because it insisted there 
lacked a “critical mass.” 

The agreement covers basic 
services such as voice telepho- 
ny. fax. telex as well as satel- 
lites. mobile and cellular activi- 
ties and private communica- 
tions services. 

The extent. io which partici- 
pants have committed io open 
up their markets varies. The 
United States, which is tbe 
world’s largest telecoms mar- 
ket, is offering a wide-open 
playing field to all comers. 

India and other countries are 
restricting foreign investment 
in their domestic telecoms sec- 
tor to 2S per cent while phased 
in liberalisation is also a feature 
of many offers tabled. 

Argentina at the last minute 


decided to take bock its propos- 
al, but it could come on board 
at a later date. 

Countries cannot water down 
their offers or renege on their 
pledges. European Commis- 
sioner Leon Brittan said, 
adding that market opening 
measures from now on could 
“only get better” 

Actual liberalisation is slated 
to take effect from Jan. 1 , 1 998. 

Savings to consumers 
through cheaper phone and fax 
bills could reach one trillion 
dollars over ten years, Mr. Rug- 
giero said, adding that the deal 
would help bring families 
together. 

The gains for users will not 
be identical however. In the 
United Stares, which boasts the 
world’s most liberalised tele- 
coms sector along with Britain, 
savings will be slimmer than 
for people used to uncompeti- 
tive. laggardly monopolies. 

“This is good news for firms 
which in the aggregate spend 
more on telecoms services than 


they do on oil,” Mr. Ruggiero 
said. 

The growth forecasts have 
industry players salivating. 

Worldwide, the telecommu- 
nications sector posted sales of 
around S670 billion in 1996. 
and that is just for services. 
Trade, covering equipment and 
settlement payments, added 
another one hundred billion 
dollars to the tally. 

Telecommunications sen-ices 
could post revenues of SI. 2 tril- 
lion by 2000 and equipment 
sales another $200 billion, 
according tu the International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), based in Geneva. 

The deal will quicken the 
demise of monopoly operators, 
still common in most pans of 
the developing world and alter 
expensive accounting rate 
regimes. 

Countries that resist the trend 
towards cheaper telecoms ser- 
vices will be pressurised by 
businesses to come on line and 
risk being side-stepped by 


investors if they refuse to 
budge. 

Industrialising countries in 
Asia, South America and Africa 
present the most mouth water- 
ing opportunities. 

Some emerging nations are 
posting growth rates in tele- 
phone lines, equipment imports 
and cellular services double, or 
triple those of rich countries. 

For instance, industrialised 
countries saw average annual 
growth rate in telephone lines 
in 1990-95 of only 3.5 per cent, 
compared with 13.8 per cent 
for developing countries. 

In poorer countries where a 
degree of compeniion already 
exists, international phone traf- 
fic has risen an average 9.3 per 
cent a year since 1990. In coun- 
tries with monopoly regimes, 
the figure w as an average of 5.6 
per cent, according to the ITU. 

The agreement will lead to 
even an even greater pace of 
privatisations, mergers and 
alliances than has already taken 
place, experts predict. 
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266.000 206.000 

ARAB SANK 

14. J 

1.34 

3 

1D40 

272520 

263.513 

262.00 

1.50- 

+N 

4.780 

4.100 

JOR. NATIONAL 8K. 

F 

0.00 

1 

6D0 

950 

1.0 

1.90 

.09- 


3 .660 

2.900 

BANK OF JORDAN 

12.3 

D. CO 

4 

390 

1331 

3.4 

3.41 

> 


2.630 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.8K. 

5.5 

S. 78 

3 

1 35D 

3254 

2.44 

2.41 

.03- 


5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

13.0 

2.83 

3 

488 

2376 

4.90 

4.87 

.03- 


2.950 

2.440 

JOP- KUWAIT BANK 

20. 1 

0.00 

4 

1097 

3067 

2.81 

2.00 

.01- 


1.090 

.660 

JOA . CULP BANK 

5.1 

7.37 

t 

15700 

14915 

.96 

.95 

.01- 


4.180 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

1«.2 

0.00 

1 

300 

1200 

4.04 

4.00 

.04- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX t 200 

13 CHC: -0 

30 

25 

20BbS 

299612 





i.aio 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR- 

11.6 

7.19 

9 

7750 

12866 

1.66 

1.67 

.01- 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.4 

B. 13 

1 

100 

246 

2.45 

2.46 

.01- 


1.580 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

15 

21650 

27647 

1.30 

1.27 

.03- 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

21.3 

3.88 

1 

250 

240 

.96 

.96 

- 


3.720 

3.130 

ARAB IMTL.ISV.EDL'C. 

13.; 

5.76 

5 

775 

2688 

3.50 

3.47 

.0J- 


3.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

li.i 

4.74 

18 

5500 

11660 

2.14 

2.11 

.03- 


1.200 

. 820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

K 

0.00 

4 

4000 

3320 

.84 

.83 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 7 7 

U -Ht-.j -0- 

25 

71 

40025 

58667 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT- 

•9. 'i 

2.87 

pe 

79J J 

27491 

J.4, 

3.48 

.01- 


3.500 

2.710 

JOP. PHOSPHATE MINES 

-6.0 

0.00 

i 

450 

1508 

3.36 

1.35 

.03- 


6.030 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.2 

3.33 

j 

900 

5404 

6.0J 

6.01 

.02- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETFOL. REF I NARY 

10. 1 

7.99 

14 

997 

9978 

10.02 

.0.01 

.01- 


1.590 

1-150 

-•OOLEN INDUSTRIES 

59.9 

0.90 

17 

5800 

7755 

1.33 

1.35 

.02* 


3.520 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR. 

37.6 

o.ao 

J 

1100 

3080 

2.85 

2.80 

.05- 


7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

B.9 

3.59 

1 

600 

4182 

7.00 

6.97 

.03- 


4.500 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. HASP . 

21.4 

5.34 

35 

6784 

26339 

3.94 

3.89 

.05- 


6.970 

5.650 

JOP. CERAMIC IN?. 

9.0 

3.45 

7 

3900 

2B102 

6.4: 

7.25 

.28- 


2.420 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.8 

6.67 

2 

122 

275 

2.22 

2.25 

.03* 


2.310 

1.570 

JOR.PIPF5 MANFC7- 

9.0 

7.36 

4 

1J50 

2028 

1.60 

1.63 

.03- 


3.310 

2.500 

CENERAL MINING 

6.4 

12.00 

1 

300 

750 

2.62 

2.50 

.12- 


7.130 

4.250 

OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

M. : 

4.00 

13 

4 100 

2054 3 

5.08 

5 -00 

.08- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 

*1 

0.00 

22 

49500 

29700 

.61 

.60 

.01- 


1.420 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COS7.TRD. 

8.2 

8. 63 

3 

1200 

1440 

1.19 

1.20 

.01* 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL IMDS. 

It. 1 

B.B2 

7 

5950 

3992 

.67 

.68 

.01- 


1.540 

.930 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEN. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1250 

1375 

1.11 

1.10 

.01- 


1.150 • 

.. 780 

:OOR. HOCK WOOL INDS. 

. . 

0.00 

A * 

350 

202 

.80 

.80 

— 


1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

»0.1 

0.00 

80 

43150 

60516 

1.61 

1.60 

.01- 


2.950 

1.440 

UNIV. KOr-N.INDS. 

5.4 

11.30 

31 

12450 

21031 

1.74 

1.77 

.03* 


1-850 

1.140 

JOR. IKES. RESOURCES 

U.5 

0.00 

21 

16000 

22170 

1.41 

1.39 

.02- 


1.280 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 


0.00 

7 

2418 

2267 

.94 

.94 



2.450 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

r 

0.00 

7 

1740 

3299 

1.90 

1.89 

.01- 


1.370 

1.080 

XKTL. TOBACCO 

28.9 

Q.OQ 

19 

17 350 

2L4QQ 

1.24 

1.23 

.01- 


1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. S VEG. 

25.9 

0.00 

25 

11050 

11473 

1.04 

1.05 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110- 

97 -CHC: -0. 

37 

357 

196628 

32S178 




GRANT) TOTAL 

INDEX: 157.13 'CHS: -0. 

32 

455 

257518 

683457 
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.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

16.0 

0.00 

19 

38500 

23100 

.61 

.60 

.01- 


.850 

.700 

UNION INV. SO- 

80 . 13 

0.00 

J 

1600 

352 

.72 

- 72 

- 


.910 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

<3 

0.00 

27 

56400 

26785 

.48 

.47 

.01- 


.760 

- 5 1 D 

ARAB FOOD L MED. 

E 

0.00 

10 

9462 

5982 

. 64 

.62 

.02- 


1.690 

1 . 300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

c 

0.00 

2 

2950 

4109 

1 - 4 J 

1.42 

.01- 


.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD- 

9 

0.00 

29 

50900 

25445 

.49 

.50 

.01+ 


.840 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

e 

3350 

1843 

.56 

.55 

.01- 


.860 

.400 

NATL-MULT . ENG . NAMICO 

E 

0.00 

9 

5750 

2853 

.51 

.50 

-01- 


-690 

- 4 jO 

NAYLAK DIES S MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

26 

31600 

20047 

.62 

.63 

.01* 


-990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

4 

2582 

2012 

.78 

.78 

■ 


.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75' 

E 

0.00 

1 

1000 

390 

.64 

.64 

- 


.770 

-570 

SAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

26 

17927 

4835 

-61 

.62 

.01* 


.730 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

28.3 

0.00 

25 

42400 

19607 

-46 

.46 

- 

N 

1.020 

.800 

ARAB INT- FOOD FACT. 

66.7 

0.00 

1 

400 

380 

.95 

.95 

- 


.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

20 

31050 

20809 

.68 

.67 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





200 

29 5899 

1SS63B 





T : Maw 12 months high 
♦ : Mew 12 months low 
M : Lilted during the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio ia 100 or aora 
9 : Negative p/e 

6 s EarnLPg la zero or */A ioc tha most recent 
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DAJ AN1 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan In 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops. 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
unfurnished for rent j 


STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality In \ 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size ] 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement \ 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

One & Two Bedrooms 
Daily & Long toy 
Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


CfiOWM HOIB. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 1 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd 




For details please call 

ls 1 ,. taa? 


Pe&dcu€'ia4*t 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
la Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - B1411S 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 










Sports 



Rusedski stuns Agassi in California 


SAN JOSE (R) — Britain's 
Greg Rusedski served 
notice that he is ready to 
challenge the game's elite 
after stunning Andre Agassi 
6-3 6-4 Sarurday in the 
semifinals of the $303,000 
Sybase Open. 

Rusedski, ranked 39th. 
will meet No. 1 Pete 
Sampras in Sunday's filial. 

On Saturday. Sampras 
coolly dissected his friend 
Todd Martin 6-2 6-3. 

Rusedski's impressive 
victory over the game’s best 
returner followed his 
straight set quarterfinal 
stomping of No. 2 Michael 
Chang on Thursday. 

Known primarily as the 
fastest server on the Tour, 
Rusedski said that if he 
were to beat Sampras 
tomorrow, it would prove ro 
the world that he is no 
longer a one-shot wonder. 

“That would establish me 
as a true threat ro anybody,” 
said Rusedski, who had 
never won a set off of a 
Agassi in three meetings 
prior to Saturday. “Nobody 
could say I'm a fluke if I bet 
Chang. Agassi and Sampras 
in a row." 

In December, Rusedski 
and coach Brian Teacher 
spent 27 straight days in 
Los Angeles working four 
hours per session, hitting 
topspin backhands and 
return of serves. 

“We even worked on 
Christmas," Rusedski said. 
“And it really paid off. 

It was Rusedski’s variety 
on his serve, pinpoint vol- 
leying and low backhand 
slice that enabled him to 
break down number three 
seed Agassi. 

Rusedski fired 14 aces to 
Agassi's none and fought 



Andre Agassi 

off three out of Agassi's five 
break point chances by 
stubbornly engaging, in 
crosscourt sprints from the 
back court. 

Rusedski’s serve was 
clocked at 139 raiies an 
hour (217 kph). 

He broke Agassi in the 
first set at 3-2 in a 10-ball 
rally from the baseline and 
then broke him at 2-2 in the 
second set with a down-the- 
line forehand return winner. 

“I favour myself indoors 
against anybody,” said 

Rusedski, who is enam- 
oured with the Son Jose 
arena, where he has yet to 
be broken this week. “I ral- 
lied well with Andre. He 
didn't expect my ground 


game to be so good." 

Although Agassi said 
Rusedski has improved his 
service selection, he isn't 
convinced yet that he has 
the good to make it as an 
elite player. 

“It depends on what he’s 
trying to accomplish," 
Agassi said. “If you beat a 
guy like Chang and me back 
to back. sure, that is going 
to a lot for your confidence. 
But it is one thing to win a 
tournament one week and 
another to be able to play 
that well all year. 

“If Brad Gilbert. Agassi's 
coach had served that well, 
he could win this tourna- 
ment-” 

While there were few dra- 


matic moments in Sampras' 
victory over Martin. 
Sampras stirred up the 
crowd when he achieved, a 
career first — knocking 
down an official with an ace 
that careened off centre 
lineman's Ken Ordonez’s 
head. 

“That was a first” 
Sampras joked. “I saw a 
lawsuit coming.” 

Ordonez was not injured. 

Sampras, the 1996 
Australian Open champion, 
won 7S percent of the points 
on his serve, and had Martin 
tripping over himself in an 
attempt to read which way 
Sampras was going. 

“T could have done more 
than I did today,” said 
Martin, the number 4 seed. 
“Against Pete, you have to 
put close to your best foot 
forward. 

“I could have hit my fore- 
hand better, my backhand 
better, my volleys, my 
serve, everything but my 
overhead, but I only had to 
hit one of those.” 

Martin said he lost control 
of the match from the open- 
ing gun. 

“Pete asserts himself right 
off the bat and I was doing 
the responding rather than 
the dictating. I'm not used 
to that,” Martin said. 

Sampras, the defending 
Sybase Open champion and 
1997 Australian Open 
champion, is looking to 
become the first person to 
repear as the Sybase cham- 
pion since John McEnroe in 
1979. 

“When you can start off 
the year by w innin g a grand 
slam, it makes me relax and 
I can have fun playing in the 
Stares," Sampras said 


Christie 
bums off 
.youngsters 

-lOil'lb! T.V 

in 

Australian 

sprint 

HOBART (AFP) — Linford 
Christie powered home to 
win the 100 metres at an 
Australian Grand Prix ath- 
letics meet Sunday in 
10.30sec&. 

The 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic champion defeat- 
ed Australian Steve 
Brimucombe (10.45secs) 
with Belgian Patrick 
Stevens and New Zealander 
Gus Nketia dead-heating 
for third in 10.4S. 

The 36-year-old British 
grandfather, who was sensa- 
tionally disqualified from 
the 1 00m Anal at last year's 
Atlanta Olympics for mak- 
ing a second false start, said 
thoughts of retirement were 
the last thing on his mind. 

“I'm still training hard 
and using this Australian 
summer to see places I've 
not seen before." Christie 
said after his victory. 

“It’s my first trip to 
Hobart and the crowd was 
fantastic — I'm happy I can 
still keep the youngsters at 
bay." 

Christie looked under 
threat from Brimacombe 
and Stevens at the halfway 
down the straight but 
moved up a gear ro be a 
clear winner at the finish. 

Christie later anchored the 
British 4x1 00m relay team 
to a Smart win in 39.58, 
well ahead of new south 
Wales and Australian under- 
23 teams. 

Christie’s presence helped 
swell the Hobart crowd to 
6 . 000 . 

American sprint hurdling 
leeends. Jack Pierce and 



Linford Christie from Great Britain crosses the finish 
line to win the 100-metre race at the Grand Prix series 
in Hobart. The 36-year-old Christie, a Barcelona 
Olympic gold medallist, won in a time of 1030 seconds 
(Reuters photo) 


Roger Kingdom, beat home 
Australian champion Kyle 
Vander-Kuyp in the 110m 
hurdles. 

Pierce narrowly broke 
Vander-Kuyp’s meet record 
of 13.60 in edging out dual 
Olympic gold ” medallist 
kingdom in 13.59. with 
Vander-Kuyp a close third. 

Kenyan Paul Bitok out- 
sprinted Australian Dairen 
Wilson in the 3,000m in 
7 min 50.52 with Ugandan 


Godfrey Nyombi in third 
spot 

Australian Kate Anderson 
continued her improvement 
with a sparkling 8:48.48 
win in the women's 3.000m 
beating Irish world champi- 
on Sonia O'Sullivan. 

American Eric Thomas 
was too slick for the 
Aussies, former Syrian Zid 
Abou Hamed and Rohan 
Robinson in the 400m hur- 
dles. clocking 49.52. 


FISA cut 
rowing 
numbers 
fdr Sydney 
Olympics 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
International Rowing 
Federation here Sunday 
said it would be retaining 
14 events for the 2000 
Sydney Olympics, but was 
committed to cutting the 
number of competitors. 

At an extraordinaiy con- 
gress of the Federation 
Internationale Des Societes 
D'aviron (FISA), held here 
over the last four days, 
FISA president Denis 
Oswald said his body had 
to cut the number of rowers 
by 50 to 550. 

Oswald said FTSA might 
also have to reduce the 
number of boats to reach 
the quota. 

Oswald said while the 
Sydney Games would have 
the same number of events 
as Atlanta last year, the 
actual program would not 
be decided until its next 
congress at the world 
championships in 

Aiguebelette, France. 

The Sydney course at 
Penrith received positive 
reports from FISA offi- 
cials, who said it was well 
ahead of previous Olympic 
rowing venues. 

“It’s certainly one of the 
best courses in the world 
Comments made by dele- 
gates were very positive," 
said Oswald 

Sydney organising com- 
mittee Olympic Games 
(SOCOG) officials met 
FISA’s technical staff dur- 
ing the week and FISA 
Secretary-General Man 
Smith said SOCOG’s 
organisation was much fur- 
ther advanced than any 
other Olympic Games he 
had experienced. 


LONDON (AFP) — Nottingham Forest boss Stuart Pearce 
blasted his players after they were knocked out of the FA 
Cup by Chesterfield in one of the biggest upsets in the com- 
petition’s history Saturday. 

Forest, the 1978 and 1979 European Cup Winners, 
crashed to a 1-0 defeat by the second division Minnows at 
Salteigate — English football's oldest ground _ — as 
Chesterfield reached the fust quarter-final in their history. 

Chesterfield not only beat their famous Premiership oppo- 
nents but dominated them for most of the match and left 
caretaker-manager Pearce in a fury with his players. 

Pearce stormed: “The bottom line was that we were beat- 
en by a team that wanted to win the game more than we did. 
Everyone at this club should feel let down.” 

The decisive goal for the second division club, which 
almost went bankrupt 10 years ago, came when Tom Curtis 
converted a 54th minute penalty after Welsh international 
goalkeeper Mark Crossley had been sent off for tripping. 

“To be in the last eight of the biggest knock-out competi- 
tion of the world is incredible for a place like Chesterfield," 
said manager John Duncan, the former Spurs star. 

Chairman Barry Hubbard, who saved the club in 1987 
said; “What we have gained in stature is something you 
can't put a value on. 

It’s immense both for the town and the club.” 

But Forest were not the only side to suffer on a day of 
shocks with Leeds crashing 3-2 at home to Ffirst Division 
Portsmouth and giant-killers Wrexham of the Second 
Division disposing of first division high-fliers Birmingham. 

For Portsmouth manager Terry Fenwick, Swedish sensa- 
tion Mathias Svensson, who scored one brilliant goal and 
set up another, was the inspiration behind their shock win. 

The 22-year-old striker arrived for a paltry 75,000 pounds 
from Swedish Fust Division champions Ulfsborg and 
Fenwick claimed: “He must be the bargain of the season. 

“We’ve got to curb his aggression a tittle bit but he’s got 
a lot of potentiaL 

“It was a magnificent performance and I felt we thor- 
oughly deserved to win," Fenwick added. 

Leeds boss George Graham made no excuses for his 
side's flat performance, saying: “I think the 3-2 score line 
flattered us. We were ready for them. What I wasn't ready 
for. and what I didn’t expect, was so many Leeds players 


Flyon WM 

giant-killing act as the Welsh Minnows relebraied a stun 
niti® 3-1 at Birmingham to follow their shock 
Premiership side West Ham in the fourth round 

Flynn said: “It was a memorable day and even better 

West Ham in terms of a performance. 

“The win at West Ham was fairy-tale stuff but this was 
better in terms of the way we performed and we were a 
credit to the Second Division ” J 

Premiership basement club Middlesbrough, already in the 
League Cup semi-finals, booked a place in the last eight or 
the fii cup with a 1-0 win at First Divsion Manchester City 
with a goal from Brazilian ace Juninho. 

With more big names following Liverpool. Manchester 

Everton, Arsenal. Newcastle. Aston Villa and Tottenham 
out of the competition, middlesbrough boss Bryan Robson 
cast a cautious eye towards Wembley. 

“We can’t get too carried away, but with Forest going out 
ar Chesterfield, Leeds being beaten by Portsmouth, and 
Chelsea and Leicester playing each other tomorrow the 
competition is there for the winning,” he said. 

Coventry secured their place in the fifth round for the fust 
time since they won the trophy in 1987 with a 2-1 win at 
Premiership rivals Blackburn. 

Coventry manager Gordon Strachan believed the triumph 
will have silenced some of their critics after needing two 
matches to scrape past non-league woking in the last round 

He said: “My players are happy they beat a good side and 
that they answered questions about their ability to com- 
pete.” 

Premiership high-fliers Wimbledon, who are also in the 
League Cup semi-finals, maintained their remarkable sea- 
son by moving into the last eight with a 2-1 win over QPR, 
secured by Robbie Earle’s 150th senior goal. 

Meanwhile, Arsenal missed their chance of going top in 
the Premiership after they were held to a goalless draw by 
Tottenham in the North London Derby at White Hart Lane. 

In the Premiership's other match, a second-half penalty 
by Croatian midfielder Aljosa Asanovic gave Derby their 
first Premiership victory in 1 1 matches. 



The crew of the yacht ‘Save the Children’ wave to spectators as they enter Sydney Harbour to win the 
Wellington to Sydney leg of the 48,000 kilometre round-the-world Global Challenge race. 'Save the Children’ 
came from 11th to first place overnight due to favourable winds, with the overall points race leader * Group 4’ 
still yet to finish the leg (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Klinsmann strikes twice, Bayern stay top 

BONN (R) — Germany captain Juergen Klinsmann struck twice as Bayern Munich started the second half of the German 
league season with a 3-0 home victory over St Pauli Saturday to stay top of the table. Klinsmann, who was often criti- 
cised in the first half of the season for his lack of sharpness in front of goal, scored in the 28th and 75th minutes in the 
Bavarians’ first game since the two-month winter break. German international defender Thomas Helmer scored the other 
goal for Bayern in the 53rd minute. Bayern kept a two-point lead over reigning champions Borussia Dortmund who also 
opened the second half of the season in style with a 3-1 defeat of Bayer Leverkusen. 

Pele treated like royalty in Costa Rica visit 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (R) — Edson Arantes Do Nascimiento, the Brazilian soccer legend better known as Pele. has 
been mobbed by thousands of adoring Costa Ricans fans since his arrival here Friday. Pele is in Costa Ri - 'de 

over the closing ceremonies on Saturday of the XLX national sporting games involving more than 3 800 wun^SLta 
Rican athletes and wherever he goes crowds gather wanting to see him, touch him or ask for his auto«»ranh \ h 
fortunate enough to meet Pele was Jose Alberto Lacayo Zamora, a 16-year-old student who has b^n ' '/P 10 " 5 “I 0 ?* 
years. “I don’t have words to describe how I feel right now,” Lacayo told a news conference In an im*™- 8 [° r 

newspaper Pele criticised the current crop of soccer stars for playing only for the money “In mv time JIi T ^ ^ 
love of the team or the country, but now the players are in it for money, changing from cluh ro 

est bidder,” Pele said in an interview published Saturday in La Nacion. ‘There are some thine,: ■ vl y !. ng f ° r b,£l !~ 
buy.” mings in lite that money can t 


Australian boxing champ charged 


CANBERRA (R) — Fotmer triple world boxing champion Jeff Fenech has been charged u-'rh 
ful damage to a police car after a disturbance on Australia's surfers Paradise tourist area. V ° bSCene ^S 113 ^ “d 
arrested on Saturday after police were called to a house in surfers Paradise, in northern n .. Sa ' d Sunday - penech was 
is due to appear in a local court within two weeks. A spokesman for Fenech later told j ^ ens ant * State, police said. He 
on in various lightweight divisions denied the charges. Fenech won the IBF b 000 r ? ponerii the former champi- 
super-bantamweight title in 1987 and the WBC featherweight title in 1988 ^amweighi title in 1985. the WBC 


A/" CINEMA 


^PHILRDELPHIR “1” A PHILADELPHIA “2” 

Dennis Quaid, David Thewlis 
& Sean Connery ..... in 


FEL634144 "w" CINEMA TEL:634144 CINEMA 


DRAGON HEART 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 . 




LAYLA ALAWi 
& MOHAMMAD HNEiDUN 


HALLA HOUSH 

(ARABIC) 

A Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 A 
s v 


TEL699238 A/" CINEMA 


PLflZfi 


Adei Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

nowon daily 

“Custom Made Citizen'’ 

\ ^ satiricaJ P'ay starring Mousa Hijazin 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 
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Miami beat Philadelphia 
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MIAMI (RI — Alonzo 
Mourning scored 12 of his 
24 points in the third quarter 
as the Miami Heat won their 
ninth straight game a 125-99 
victoiy over the Philadelphia 
76ers Saturday. 

Vbshon Lenard also scored 
24 points. Tim Hardaway 
added 15 and 13 assists. 

Jerry Stackhouse scored 
24 points and Don Mac Lean 
added 20 for Philadelphia, 
which lost its third straight 
road game and fell to 6-19 
away from home. Leading 
scorer Allen Iverson did not 
play in the first quarter for 
disciplinary reasons and fin- 
ished with 13 points. 

In Milwaukee, Vin Baker 
had 21 points and 11 
rebounds and Ray Allen 
added 15 points as the 
Milwaukee Bucks won their 
third straight game, 92-87 
over the slumping Denver 
Nuggets. 

Allen made a 20-footer to 
give die Nuggets the lead for 
good, 84-83, with 1:35 
remaining and followed 42 
seconds later with a 14-foot- 
er 

Glenn Robinson had 14 
points and Armon Gilliam 
recorded 11 points and 12 
rebounds for Milwaukee. 

Lapbonso Ellis scored 22 
points for the Nuggets. 

Al New Jersey, Khali d 
Reeves scored 23 points and 
Kendall Gill added 22 as the 
New Jersey Nets pulled 
away for a 107-86 victory 
over the Washington Bullets. 

Shawn Bradley and Kerry 
Kittles each scored 14 points 
for the Nets, with all of 
Bradley’s points coming in 
the second half. 

New Jersey won for just 
the fourth time in 12 games. 

In Portland, Kenny 
Anderson scored a season- 
high 35 points and Isaiah 
Rider added 26, including 
four crucial free throws in 
the final 10 seconds, as the 
Portland Trail Blazers edged 
the Houston Rockets, 109- 
105. 

Rider grabbed a rebound 
of a missed Brent Price 
jumper with' 9.8 seconds left 
and was fouled. He made 
both free throws and, after 



Portland Trail Blazers Chris Dudley (L) attempts to block the shot of Houston 
Rockets Hakeem Olajuwon (R) during the first quarter of their game. Portland won 
(Renters photo) 


Hakeem Olajuwon sank a 
pair from the line, Rider 
made two more free throws 
with five-tenths of a second 
to go, sealing the win. 

"I’m confident at the line," 
Rider said. *1 was glad 1 got 
ibuled and could put it 
away.” 

In San Antonio, Steve 
Smith had 25 points and 
Moolde Blaylock scored 
nine of his 21 during a sec- 
ond-quarter run ns .the 
Atlanta Hawks routed the 
punchless San Antonio 
Spurs. 109-89, to sweep the 


season series. 

Christian Laettner had 17 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Henry James and Alan 
Henderson each had 14 
points for Atlanta. 

In Dallas, Jeff Horaacek 
scored IS points and John 
Stockton added 17 as the 
Utah Jazz won their fifth 
straight game and continued 
their home dominance of the 
Dallas Mavericks, 99-84. 

.. .Kail Malone, who sal out 
the final 20 minutes, added 
15 points for Utah, which 
improved to 23-2 at home 


this season. The Jazz broke 
open a tight game with a 12- 
0 run at the end of the first 
quarter. 

Greg Ostertag chipped in 
with 13 points and 12 
rebounds for the Jazz. 

“Well it looked like we 
caught a team that was a lit- 
tle short-handed," Utah 
coach Jerry Sloan said. 

“They had a tough time 
making .%ozge :shqts. . I don’t 
know that we guarded them' 
that well in some stretches 
but it was a win.” 
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CALCULATE THE ODDS 
Beth vulnerable. Sooth deal*. 


NORTH 

4.JI06 

9Q10984 
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*A 
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Thai 
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NOBXH EAST 


Opening lead: Queen of 4 

Study the North -South hands cm 
this deal How many lines are avail- 
able to reel in 12 tridoi? Which is 
the best? 

Sooth was an the borderline of a 
demand hid bat, since two-suitera 
art notodonaly difficult to describe 
when the auction starts with a forc- 
ing and ar tificial bid o f two dubs. 
South elected to open one spade. 


When North had the values tor a 
spads raise. Sooth blasted straight 
into ahm- 

Aftor the queen of dubs lead, 
declarer has to choose from three 
possible lines. The first is to cash 

the an* and Vrrig of trora pn. If fh* 
queen drops, all is well; if not, 
declarer hs« to hope that the Mng 
of diamonds is singleton. 

Somewhat better is to use the 
lone entry to dummy to take the 
diamond finesse. Should that win. 
iWI b t t must caah thp ace-king of 
spades next to try to drop the 
queen. If the lady doesn't come 
tumbling down, declarer must rely 
on ft 2-2 <Knmpivi cfivisiim and that 
the king will fall under the ace. 
Should the diamond finesse lose 
and the defenders are unable to 

negotiate a ruff, dodnrer must then 
try to pickup the trump queen. 

Best of ell is to ran the jack of 
spades at trick two. If it wins, aD is 
well — declarer can concede a dia- 
mond. If it loses, declarer cap tores 
any return, cashes the ace of 
spades, then re-enters dummy with 
the ten to ran the nme of diamonds, 
repeating the finesse should it win. 
As yon can see. this line succeeds 
when it snares the queen of spadea 


2 Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, one master bedroom 
Sitting room, living room, diningroom L-Shape, 
Fully equipped Kitchen, Telephone Is available, 
Separate Central Heating, Souts For Diplomatic Fame lies 

Contact TeL : 5530444 


Tjjfice Space To Share 

| Furnished Executive office suite with phone lines, 
computer and fax. Parking available Located in 
Jabsd Amman 3rd circle on the 4th floor in New 
BLDG. Perfect for a Regional office. 


Please call Suhair 619675- FAX 619674 


: P1AMO EQR SALE 

Yamaha," brown colour, in excellent 
condition. 

Price: JD 2,200. 

Please call Tel.: 818039 


Champion 

Ivanisevic 

beats 

Novaka 


DUBAI (R) — Defending 
champion Goran 

Ivanisevic repulsed a 
determined challenge 
from unseeded Jiri Novak 
on Saturday to win 6-1,3- 
6, 6-3 and earn a place in 
the final of the SI million 
Dubai Tennis Open. 

Serving deep and forc- 
ing Novak to err on his 
back band, top seed 
Ivanisevic, ranked second 
in the world, raced to a 3- 
0 lead with a break in the 
second game. He consoli- 
dated his position with 
another break in the sixth 
to win the first set almost 
without raising a sweat. 

But then in the second 
set, Ivanisevic’s serve 
seemed to desert him and 
the 67th ranked Czech 
clawed his way back into 
the match. He broke the 
Croatian's serve to go 5-3 
ahead and comfortably 
served out for the seL 

Novak, who beat 
Australian open finalist 
Carlos Moya in the first 
round, maintained the 
pressure in the deciding 
set. But he failed to capi- 
talise on two break points 
and it was Ivanisevic who 
made the decisive break 
to win the final set 6-3. 

In the final, Ivanisevic 
will face the winner of the 
other semifinal between 
Thomas Muster of Austria 
and American Jim 
Courier. 

Ivanisevic admitted it 
had not been an easy win. 
‘Two easy misses by 
Novak in die seventh 
game of the third set 
swung the match in my 
favoufc Tk struggled with 
my first serve, but then 
novak is not an easy play- 
er to beat. He hit the ball 
deep and hard," he said. 
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LONDON (R) — Debris on 

the Imola race track may 
have caused the crash that 
killed Brazilian Formula 
One driver Ayrton Senna in 
1994, a British newspaper 
said Sunday. 

The Sunday Times pub- 
lished a photograph show- 
ing a small piece of debris 
in the path of Senna’s 
Williams car moments 
before he crashed into a 
wall at Imola’s Tamburello 
curve during the opening 
laps of the San Marino 
Grand Prix. 

The newspaper said the 
fragment may have come 
from a collision between a 
Benetton car and a Lotus at 
the beginning of the race. 

“There, clearly in the path 
of the Williams, lies a piece 
of what is probably, judging 


by its colour, Benetton 
bodywork,” the newspaper 
said. 

It suggested that Senna, 
three times world champi- 
on, may have jinked the 
steering wheel to avoid the 
debris, hit a bump and lost 
control of his car. At the 
time of the crash, his tyre 
pressure was low, making 
the car vulnerable to 
bumps, it said. 

The newspaper said the 
picture, by a French motor 
racing photographer, had 
not teen published before 
but had been given to the 
Williams Formula One 

team. 

Team chief Frank 

Williams and five other 
people go on trial in Italy on 
Thursday charged with 

manslaughter over Senna's 


death. 

An expert report compiled 
for the Italian investigators 
concluded that the car’s 
steering column had 
snapped as a result of a 
faulty - modification. 

The Sunday Times also 
aired a theory that Senna 
may have blacked out 
moments before the crash, 
saying he had told a friend 
that he liked to hold his 
breath for the opening lap of 
a race because he believed 
this heightened his senses. 

It said film from the small 
television camera mounted 
on his car showed that he 
was leaning sharply to the 
left just before the crash, 
suggesting that he might 
have lost consciousness. 


Ruthless Hingis brushes off Majoli 
and brushes up her French 


PARIS (AFP) — Ruthless 
Martina Hingis showed that 
friendship stays in the locker- 
room when she came out on 
the Coubertin Centre-Court to 
crush her pal Ira Majoli in 
straight-sets and reach the final 
of ihe $480,000 WTA Paris 
Open Saturday. 

The 16-year-old Swiss play- 
er crashed the fourth-seeded 
Croatian, one of her best 
friends on the women's tour, 6- 
1, 6-3 in 52 minutes and she 
will now face Germany’s 
Anke Huber for the title on 
Sunday. 

Huber earlier chalked up a 
surprise 6-3, 6-4 win over 
Hingis' doubles partner Jana 
Novotna. 

Hingis, who became the 
youngest winner of a Grand 
Slam singles title when she tri- 
umphed at the Australian open 
last month, has now won all 18 
marches she has played in 
1997 — one of diem a walk- 
over win in the Tokyo final 
against Steffi Graf. 

And she admitted that she 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quality) - 2 Bedrooms- 
FirepJace - Telephone - Garage. 

Monthly Rent: U.S.$ 1,200 including 
water, electricity and heating. 

Tel. /Fax : 847200 


had been spending less time on 
court defeating her opponents 
than off court doing press 
interviews and brushing up her 
French. 

Tve been working on my 
French all week in case I 
reached the presentation cere- 
mony on Sunday” laughed 
Hingis, who is currently World 
No. 2 behind Steffi Graf and 
who speaks English. Czech 
and Goman. 

“And all that can be harder 
than playing the tennis match- 
es.” 

Hingis also made it clear she 
is a workaholic. 

“I feel I have missed some- 
thing when I have a few days 
off. Since Tokyo I have really 
been enjoying the tennis." 

Majoli, 19, and a finalist 12 
months ago, was full of praise 
for Hingis. 

"She is so much better in 
every department of the game 
and she has so much confi- 
dence right now. 

“She gives you no free 
points. Her serve is much 
stronger. And she has got great 
anticipation. Every shot you 
hit she is there ” 

"She is the most talented 


player I've ever seen.” she 
said. 

Anke Huber got off to a fly- 
ing start against the second- 
seeded Novotna and never 
looked buck. 

Her 28-year-old opponent 
had won six of eight previous 
encounters against the third- 
seeded German player and 
was fresh from an excellent 
ran at the WTA event in Linz 
last weekend where she 
reached the semi-finals. 

But on Saturday Novotna 
was rocked back on her heels 
— the 22-year-old Huber kept 
her opponent permanently off 
balance with a cocktail of blis- 
tering returns, inch-perfect 
lobs and deft drop shots. 

Novotna won only four 
points in the first four games, 
and then trailed 0-5 in the first 
set and 1-4 in the second. The 
Czech player, who had demol- 
ished French hope Mary 
Pierce in straight-sets 24 hours 
earlier and who finished last 
season so spectacularly with 
three consecutive tournament 
victories, became increasingly 
frustrated and earned one 
warning for ball abuse before 
finally surrendering. 


Future Office for Translation 

Authorized Legal Translation 

Rendering instantaneous professional translation of 
companies' articles of association f by-laws, balance 
sheets, agreements, contracts and other documents 
and providing all services in connection therewith . 

Address: Royal Scientific Society Street 
Amman - Telefax.: (962)-6-84371& 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartment In Shmeisani 

Very good location, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, new modem furniture, 
well-equipped kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central 
heating, separate entrance, telephone & video. 

Please call: 606947 or Fax: 686539 


Unfurnished Apartments For Rent 

Three modern style apartments. Each consist of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 salons and maid's room. Super 
deluxe finishing. Area 225 sq.m, for each apartment. 
Without elevator. Location Fourth Circle besides the Prime 
Ministry, in a diplomatic area. 

For information: call Mashhour Real Estate Est. 
Tel: 637666, 637011 


Jordan Times Tel: 
699634, 684311 


Quiet with a nice view, 75 sq.m, one 
large master bedroom, large salon, 
telephone and CH. 

Telephone: 835999 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
TO LET 


LOCATION 

1- Shmeisani near amman orchid hotel 

2- Shmeisani near Safeway 

3- Eijan behind the sports city 

SPFCTFICATIQN 

1- Fully furnished 
.2- Telephone 

3- Central heating 

4- 1&2 Above are supplied with 
satellite service 

5- TJg^ps^fiairity guards in each building 

We are at your service on the following 
telephones: 832125, 831116. 833393, ext: 19. 
or call direct on: 0792827 1 . fax: 833394 





Goethe Institut Amman 

In cooperation with the Royal Cultural Centre 


DEUTSCHE FILMWOCHE - GERMAN FILM WEEK 


Monday 17/2 Die Leidenschaftiicfaen - The Passionates, 1981 
Directed by Thomas Koerfer 

(An adaptation of J.W. Goethe’s “The Sorrows of Young Werther”) 
Tuesday, 18/2, Die verlorene Landschaft - The Lost Landscape, 1994 
Directed by Andreas Kleinert 

Wednesday, 19/2, Burning Life, 1992 Directed by Peter Welz 

Daily at 7 p.m. at the Royal Caitnral Centre 
. All films are in German with English snhtitles, for information Tel 641993^ 



iui<f be Extendedfo 1 0^Ttoorrls., 


Purpose Hails . * Restaurants . ❖ Coffee Shops 
yi rfGnopping Af^de. -ft “Health Club With 2 Swimming Pools.-* Car Parking 
: FqN 30 Vehicles. Building Is Structuraly Ready And is in Finishing Process. 

j!'; {^Location .Westrn Side Of Amman. 

Project $ Income Tax Exempted For 5 Years . And Custom Duties 
Free on All Equipment And Furniture. 

| For More Information Please Call Owner on 

^ Tel :862590/1 - Amman , Fax ; 825602- 



Gulf of Aqaba Environmental 
Action Plan — Jordan 


The Environmental Department within the Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) has vacancies for 
the following positions to be filled immediately: 

A Manager to coordinate the administrative, research and monitoring, education, revenue 
generation, enforcement and visitor use aspects of the Red Sea Marine Peace Park. 

He/She shall possess a university degree and must have demonstrated supervisory skills, 
be an excellent communicator and computer proficient. The ideal candidate will have a 
heightened appreciation for the environment. He/She will have the ability to work effectively 
with the public and private sectors and coordinate multl-organisationai projects. 

Arabic and English language proficiency a must 

A Coastal Zone Management Specialist, he/she will be hired to implement Coastal 
Zone Management (CZM) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) guidelines applicable 
to Coastal Zone Management. This specialist shall have the following professional 
qualifications and skills: 

University degree in environmental management, natural sciences, economics, 
engineering, architecture, urban and regional planing, or other pertinent field(s); 

■A minimum 3-5 years' work experience in management, planning, design or another 
professional occupation with application to CZM and EIA implementation. 

Ability to work effectively with business leaders as well as professionals in the 
engineering, planning and design professions: and 
Arabic and English language proficiency is a must. 

A Computer Engineer: This candidate will han/e the following professional qualifications: 
University degree in computer/electronic engineering with experience In programming, 
database management, or related skills; 

A minimum 3-5 years work experience in computer programming or data base 
management: Experience in GIS is an asset; 

Ability to work effectively with ARA Environment Department administrative, and 
technical persons; 

Demonstrated ability to teach technical applications related to computer programming 
and database management; and 
Arabic and English language proficiency is a must 
Positions to commence immediately on a yearly contract 
For further inquiries and submission of CVs not later than February 28th, 
1996, contact: 

Aqaba Region Authority 
P.O. Box 21 
Aqaba — Jordan 
Fax: (962-3) 314206 

(962-3) 314200 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Two 
of three men accused of 
shooting dead a Jordanian 
official in Iraq in 
November, appeared on 
Iraqi television Saturday 
night and confessed to mia- 
derine another man in 
Sj ria. 

The two. a Saudi and a 
Jordanian were described as 
drug traffickers. They said 
they had committed another 
murder in December in 
Syria with the aid of a 
Syrian accomplice. 

Saudi Zuban Battah 
Klideij Freij Al Rueily, 27 
and Jordanian Nasser 
Hantur Bashir .Al Rueily. 
23. were arrested in January 
in Iraq. They are accused of 
murdering on Nov. 11 last 
year. Jordanian embassy 
driver Omar Ahmad Ali 
Sobh. 40 on the Baghdad- 
Amman motorway. 

In his confession, the 
Saudi said he and his two 
accomplices intercepted 
Sobh to steal his car which 
Syrian Trad Al Halabi. who 
is still at large, wanted to 
use for his smuggling activ- 
ities. 

Sobh "refused to give us 
the keys and I shot him 
once in the chest and twice 
in the head." the Saudi said, 
after admitting having 
entered Iraq illegally with 
his Jordanian accomplice to 
meet the Syrian. After the 
murder, the three alleged 


traffickeres sneaked over 
the border into Syria where 
they stayed 20 days before 
crossing into Lebanon to 
buy hashish and other drags 
which they aimed to take to 
Saudi Arabia via Syria and 
Iraq, they said on television 
here. 

On returning to Syria a 
week later, the three were 
stopped by a man. thought 
to be a Syrian security 
agent who asked to see their 
passports. 

“I shot him with four bul- 
lets," said Nasser Rueily, 
who added that he and the 
Saudi had returned to Iraq 
leaving Halabi in Syria with 
the stolen car. 

The two men were arrest- 
ed near the Syrian border by 
Iraqi police sent to scour the 
area in the search for the 
killers of Sobh, said police 
chief Taher Jalii Habboush. 
Iraq has asked Syria, 
through Interpol to extra- 
dite Al Halabi to put him on 
trial, habboush said. He 
said Iraqi police would also 
cooperate with Syrian 
counterparts in the second 
murder. 

The Jordanian driver was 
taking the diplomatic bag to 
Baghdad when he was mur- 
dered. The two suspects 
did not say what happened 
to the bag, which, accord- 
ing to Jordanian authorities, 
contained 250 blank 
Jordanian passports. 


Britain urges Tehran to stop 
‘terrorism,’ backs Iraq unity 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Britain urged Iran on Sunday to 
stop what ir called terrorist activities and attempts to desta- 
bilise its wealthy Arab neighbours to ensure security in the 
oil-rich Gulf. 

British Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Jeremy Hanley also slammed Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein for oppressing his people but expressed 
support for the country’s territorial integrity. 

Mr. Hanley, speaking to reporters during a visit to Abu 
Dhabi, said the European Union (EU) wanted to continue 
cooperating with Iran in economic and other fields unlike 
the United States, which has imposed a trade embargo 
against Tehran. 

"Unlike the United States, we do not have a trade embar- 
go with Iran and we continue to trade and we continue to 
Talk to each other." he said. 

“What we want is for Iran to recognise what we regard as 
peace. That country should not sponsor terrorism or threat- 
en the stability ... it should not work to undermine the 
authority and peace in other nations," he added. 

"If Iran recognises that it should live in peace rather than 
destabilise its neighbours, it will be good for Iran,” he said. 

Iran hus denied charges by its Gulf neighbours and the 
West that it is acquiring weapons of mass destruction and 
seeking to destablise other states. 

Gulf Arabs have repeatedly voiced concern about Iran’s 
armament programmes, which include the development of 
long-range missiles and the purchase of three Russian 
Kilo-class submarines. 

Relations between the two sides have deteriorated further 
because of an island dispute between Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates < UAE). 

Mr. Hanley said Britain favoured a dialogue with the 
Iranians to “get them to recognise the need to come to the 
modern world, which means to discuss, talk and cooper- 
ate." 

Asked about the sanctions against Iraq, he said be hoped 
food and medicine would reach the Iraqi people in line 
with an oil-for-lbod agreement reached between the United 
Nations and Baghdad in 1996. 

"Our argument is not with the people of Iraq nor with the 
integrity and sovereignty of Iraq. We believe Iraq should 
May Iraq." he said. 

“But we believe the people of Iraq have been so badly 
managed by the leadership ... Saddam Hussein is our 
enemy not the people of Iraq.” 

He said the international community was determined to 
maintain the sanctions on Iraq until it implements all Gulf 
war resolutions. 

Mr. Hanley, who later flew to London, has also visited 
Dubai to discuss economic cooperation with the main 
trans-shipment centre in the region. He came aboard the 
io\al yacht Britannia, which will sail for Qatar Sunday. 

The minister had been due to attend talks between Gulf 
and European foreign ministers in Qatar but changed plans 
to fly back to London. 

“I was required to fly back to London fora meeting with 
the foreign secretary, who will return from Hong Kong on 
Monday night." he said. 


ANKARA < AP) — Turkey’s 
chief of military staff will 
visit Israel on Feb. 24, a 
Turkish daily reported 
Sunday. Ismail HakJti Kara- 
dayi, chief of military staff, 
will meet with military offi- 
cials and with Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netan-yahu, 
the daily Sabah reported. 

Ties between Turkey and 
Israel, bolstered by a string 
of cooperation agreements 
signed within the last year, 
have come under criticism 
from the Arab World and 
Iran. 

Turkey’s Islamist prime 
minister. Necmettin Erba- 
kan, was among the critics 
before he came to power as 
head of a centre-right coali- 
tion in July but since has quit 
criticising Israel. i 


Three-way 
clashes 
in Berlin 


FLEEING FROM 
police, German skin- 
heads dash for a train 
on Saturday following 
violent clashes 

between right-wing 
extremists, left-wing 
militants and police in 
Berlin. 

The clashes came 
during a demonstra- 
tion by left-wing mili- 
tants who had turned 
out to denounce a far 
right gathering held 
under the slogan 
"Work for Germans 
first" — a reaction to 
the recent and continu- 
ally spiralling unem- 
ployment in Germany 
(AEP photo) 
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Intelligence chief, others held in PNA torture death 


Yemeni 

tribesmen 

kidnap 

American 


NABLUS (Agencies') — 
Palestinian police arrested 
the head of Palestinian mili- 
tary intelligence in Nablus 
and three interrogators sus- 
pected of torturing a prison- 
er to death, a police official 
said Sunday. A military doc- 
tor was also arrested. 

Captain Hani Ayad, head 
of Nablus military intelli- 
gence, was being held along 
with three of his interroga- 
tors Sunday, after an arrest 
warrant was issued by 
Palestinian Attorney 
General Khaled Kidreh and 
approved by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, the 
official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Capt. Ayad and his inter- 
rogators are suspected of 
beating Yousef Baba, 32, 
who died earlier this month 
in Nablus' Rafidiyah hospi- 


tal after being held for a 
month without charge by 
Palestinian military intelli- 
gence. 

His family has said Baba 
was arrested because he 
refused to sell a plot of land 
to Palestinian police. 

It was not immediately 
clear why the doctor was 
arrested, but two nurses 
were arrested earlier in con- 
nection with the disappear- 
ance of Baba’s medical file 
after doctors performed an 
autopsy. Mr. Kidreh refused 
to give names but said 
seven people have been 
arrested in the case so far. 

Officials have said the 
autopsy found that Baba 
was tortured to death. Mr. 
Arafat ordered an investiga- 
tion which led to the arrests. 

Baba was the 11th 
Palestinian to die in deten- 


tion since the start of self- 
rule in parts of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. His 
death prompted new criti- 
cism of die Palestinian 
National Authority's (PNA) 
human rights record. 

Israel lodges protest 

Israel has protested to the 
PNA over an alleged 
attempt by Palestinian secu- 
rity to recruit an Israeli 
bedouin soldier as a spy, 
military sources said on 
Sunday. 

The soldier was arrested 
by Palestinian security 
agents on Dec. 9 as he vis- 
ited relatives in Khan Yunis, 
a refugee camp in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip, the 
sources said. 

According to Israeli 
authorities, police interro- 
gated the soldier for sever- 


al hours in a bid to obtain 
information about Israeli 
military bases, operations 
and communications sys- 
tems, they said. 

The Palestinians also tried 
to pressure the soldier into 
spying for them, they said. 

Relatives of the soldier in 
Khan Yunis called his fami- 
ly in Israel after he was 
taken away by police and 
they in turn informed the 
Israeli authorities. The army 
intervened with the joint 
Israeii-Palestinian coordi- 
nating committee for the 
Gaza Strip to obtain the sol- 
dier's release, the sources 
said. 

Israel subsequently filed a 
formal protest with the 
Palestinian National 

Authority over the arrest 
and questioning of the sol- 
dier. 


SANAA (AFP) — Tribes- 
men in eastern Yemen kid- 
napped an American oil 
engineer and demanded the 
government pay them more 
than $2 million in compen- 
sation for confiscated land, 
authorities and oil officials 
said Sunday. 

The American was 
abducted by members of 
the Murad tribe on 
Wednesday while working 
on a project in the moun- 
tainous Maarib region, 
around 280 kilometres east 
of the 'capital Sanaa, 
regional authorities said. 

Hunt Oil Company offi- 
cials denied reports one of 
their employees was kid- 
napped and said die 
hostage is an American 
who works for Dallas- 
based Hallib-urton Energy 
Services Company. 

The kidnapped man’s 
name was not immediately 
available and Halliburton 
officials could not be 
reached for comment. 

Security forces have sur- 
rounded the area where the 
kidnappers are holed up 
while tribes there said 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh's General People's 
Congress (GPC) party had 
sent a delegate to ask the 
kidnappers about their 
demands. 

The delegate arrived with 
leaders from area tribes. 

The kidnappers are ask- 
ing for $2 million in cash, 
500,000 Yemeni riyals 
($100,000) and five four- 
wheel drive vehicles as 
compensation for land in 
Sanaa which the govern- 
ment seized from the 
Murad chief, sources said. 


Hebron settlers angry with government for refusing expansion 


HEBRON (AP) — Jewish settlers 
were furious with Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai after he refused 
Sunday to gjve them permission to 
expand their settlements in Hebron. 

“We are furious because we did 
not receive one building permit,” 
settler Noam Araon said after a 
meeting with Mr. Mordechai in 
Hebron. 

“We demand the rights of the 
Jews in Hebron, and we demand all 
the sites immediately. ... We told 
him we feel humiliated in this situ- 
ation.” 

Israel Radio said settlers could be 
heard shouting at Mr. Mordechai 


and his officers from inside the 
closed meeting. Mr. Mordechai 
also visited the nearby Palestinian 
market and shook hands with ven- 
dors. 

About 450 settlers live in Hebron 
in the midst of 120,000 


Palestinians. Although they have 
money to build more houses, they 
have been prevented from doing so 
by the Israeli government. 

The settlers had hoped that the 
government of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who they 
strongly supported, would reverse 
that policy and allow new building. 
Mr. Netanyahu has said he supports 


“natural growth” of the settle- 
ments, including in Hebron, but 
that has yet to translate into con- 
struction permits in Hebron. 

The government has permitted 
the settlers to clear rubble from one 
ruined building in the downtown 
Avraham Avinu settlement in 
preparation for building a new 
apartment block there, but the set- 
tlers say they have not gotten the 
go-ahead for other building pro- 
jects. 

The settlers were doubly infuriat- 
ed when Mr. Mordechai told 
reporters the Palestinians are hon- 
ouring the agreement under which 


Israel handed over four-fifths of 
Hebron to Palestinian control a 
month ago. Security arrangements 
to protect the settlers were a key 
element of the accord. 

‘To the best of my understanding 
there are no (Palestinian) viola- 
tions," Mr. Mordechai said. 
“Everything that I checked con- 
firms this, and the Jewish residents 
themselves did not raise problems 
in the area of security.” 

Mr. Araon insisted there were 
serious Palestinian violations of the 
agreement, but did not say what 
they were. 


Uday Hussein receives 
Qatari, Bahraini visitors 


BAGHDAD (AFP) —Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son, Uday, who has 
been in hospital since an 
attempt on his life in 
December, was visited 
Saturday by senior officials 
from Bahrain and Qatar, 
Iraqi television reported. 

Uday was shown sitting in 
a wheel chair at Ben Sina 
Hospital talking to Ali Ben 
Jabr Ben Muslim " and 
Mohammad Hassan Kam- 
aleddin who are both mem- 
bers of the B ahraini consul- 
tative council. 

In Manama, the Bahraini 
Information Ministry said 
Wednesday that the two 
officials were not an official 
delegation and were “in 
Baghdad on a private visit." 

Uday also received 


Sheikh Khalifa Ben Jassem 
Ben Fahd Al Thani who 
conveyed to him the best 
wishes from the emir of 
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani. according 
to the report shown on 
Youth Television channel of 
which Uday is head. 

Bahrain was part of the 
multi-national force which 
drove out Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait in February 1991. 
The Bahraini embassy in 
Baghdad is closed but Iraq 
has a diplomatic mission in 
Manama. Qatar restored 
diplomatic ties with Iraq in 
1992. Uday Hussein was 
hit by 14 bullets in an attack 
on Dec. 12 and is believed 
to have been left paralysed, 
according to Iraqi sources 
in Amman , 


Hundreds 
of striking 
Iranians 
detained 


Khartoum sets up military 
training camps for civilians 


Ben Laden training new generation of militants — Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Osama 
Ben Laden, a Saudi dissi- 
dent considered u major 
financier of militants in the 
Middle East, is training 
1 .000 new militants in two 
camps in Aghanistan, 
Egyptian security officials 
said Saturday. 

In a report carried by the 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA. the security experts 
said die Afghan Taleban 
militia had reneged on a 
pledge made after it cap- 
tured Kabul in September to 
expel all foreign militants 
living in Afghanistan. 

"Osama Ben Laden is 
secretly running two camps 

— Badr One and Badr Two 

— w here around a thousand 


foreign Islamic militants are 
being trained in combat 
techniques.” said the report 

It added that the camps 
were aiming to “prepare a 
second generation of 
Afghan Arabs charged with 
installing fundamentalist 
regimes in several Arab and 
Islamic countries.” 

The report said the camps 
in the Khust region near the 
Pakistani border had been 
closed down by the govern- 
ment of former Afghan 
leader Burhanuddin 

Rabbani. 

Volunteers from many 
Arab countries flocked to 
Afghanistan in the 1980s to 
fight alongside the 
Mujahedeen against the 


Soviet occupation. 

A first generation of 
Egyptian militants returning 
from Afghanistan is widely 
believed to have been 
responsible for the cam- 
paign of violence unleashed 
in Egypt in 1992 which has 
so far claimed more than 
1,140 live?. 

The United Stares consid- 
ers Mr. Ben Laden one of 
the main financiers of 
extremism, and the 
Washington Times reported 
last year that he was sus- 
pected of involvement in 
the bombings of U.S. mili- 
tary installations in Riyadh 
in 1995 and at Al Khobar in 
easrera Saudi Arabia in June 
last year. 


The former businessman, 
who has been stripped of his 
Saudi nationality, lived in 
Sudan before fleeing to 
Afghanistan last summer. 

The last time Mr. Ben 
Laden was quoted in the 
press was when an Egyptian 
magazine carried an inter- 
view with him in 1996. The 
magazine said the interview 
was conducted at an undis- 
losed place in London. 

Mr. Ben Laden, who hails 
from a wealthy Saudi fami- 
ly of Yemeni origin, is 
implicated in dozens of 
cases involving extremist 
attacks and plots in several 
Arabcoun tries. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Riot 
police Sunday arrested hun- 
dreds of refinery workers 
protesting outside the oil min- 
istry in Tehran. 

Witnesses said workers 
converged outside the min- 
istry early Sunday chanting 
“we demand our rights." 

Police arrested hundreds of 
protesters, takin g them away 
in buses. The demonstration, 
however, was peaceful. 

Some 300 riot police aimed 
with batons took positions 
outside the ministry. 

The cause of the protest was 
not immediately cleat There 
have been no known disputes 
between the workers and the 
ministiy in recent months. 

Ministry officials reached 
by telephone refused to com- 
ment about the demonstra- 
tion. 

Protests are rare in Iran, 
where unauthorised demon- 
strations are illegal. 

Iran is a world’s ihird- 
largest oil producer, pumping 
3.6 million barrels of oil per 
day. 

Some 2,000 workers had 
gathered in front of the main 
oil ministry building in cen- 
tral Tehran to voice support 
for the leaders of striking 
workers engaged in negotia- 
tions with ministiy officials. 

Workers at an oil refinery 
15 kilometres south of die 
Iranian capital have been on 
strike for the past two days 
demanding higher wages and 
other benefits. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has opened military 
camps to train civilian men 
and women to carry arms, the 
official Al Sudan Al Hadith 
newspaper reported on 
Sunday. 

So-called "popular defence 
military training camps" were 
opened on Saturday in resi- 
dential areas of Khartoum, 
where men and women would 
be taught to cany and handle 
weapons three-hours each day 
for 45 days, it said. 

Similar camps will be set up 
in other parts of Sudan by the 
Jihad (holy war) Call organi- 
sation which will provide 
arms and trainers, the newspa- 
per said. 

The Islamic-led government 
in Khartoum is fighting main- 
ly Christian and animist 
rebels in the south of Sudan 
led by the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army 

The government has also 
faced a rebellion in the east 
since last month that is led by 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA), an umbrella 
organisation grouping south- 
ern rebels and the northern 
opposition. 

Sudanese Vice-President Al 
Zubair Mohammad Saleh 
meanwhile called for devel- 
opping last year’s political 
charter between the govern- 
ment and a number of rebel 
factions into a final peace 
agreement 

“The current developments 
necessitate an accelerated 
conclusion of a comprehen- 
sive peace agreement" Mr. 
Saleh said in statements pub- 
lished Sunday by the daily Al 
Engaz Al Wacrni. 

“The door is still open for 


everyone to join the (govern- 
ment-sponsored) political 
charter,” Mr. Saleh said. 

The political charter, which 
was concluded in Khartoum 
last April, provides for ending 
the civil war in south Sudan 
and conducting a referendum 
to decide on self-determina- 
tion for south Sudan after the 
signatories hold another 
round of talks to finalise a 
peace deal. 

Sudanese President Omar 
Al Beshir meanwhile, 
accused the United Stales and 
Israel of carrying out a proxy 
war against his country by 
arming three of Sudan’s 
neighbours, an Amman news- 
paper said Sunday. 

“Uganda. Ethiopia and 
Erilrea are waging war 
against Sudan in place of the 
United States and Israel, 
which are spurring them on," 
General Beshir. who over- 
threw Sudan's democratically 
elected leadership in 1989. 
said in an interview with Al 
Rai published Sunday. 

The United States provided 
these countries with “modem 
mrhtaiy equipment including 
ante and warplanes” and 
^ Isra eU experts are 

u countries’ 
arm tes. he charged. 

Ethiopia and Uganda have 
obtained U.S. she |l s 

cajl be fitted with chemical 

warheads.” he said. ^ 

The Sudanese presidem 
I |wated to arm “the onnr*i 

EriJr"! UganKd 

,f lhese roum ^ 

Suda i* S ^° P ' merven *ng in 
s “dan s internal affairs/* 

111 war. we will use anv 
11163115 necessary that n ' 
available to 



Stripping presenter 
almost lynched 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
Japanese show presenter 
narcowly escaped being 
lynched by angry Turks 
after he stripped in front of 
an audience of 3,000 peo- 
ple. Turkish newspapers 
said on Sunday. The inci- 
dent took place in the west- 
ern Turkish town of 

Karamureel Saturday before 
a wrestling competition 
between Turkish and visit- 
ing Japanese athletes, the 
Istanbul daily Hurriyet said. 
A Japanese show presenter, 
identified as Egasira by the 
newspapers, who went onto 
the stage to entertain the 
audience before the compe- 
tition then unexpectedly 
stripped stark naked, caus- 
ing an outrage among the 
crowd which included 
women and children. An 
angry mob sought to lynch 
him, but police intervened 
and saved his life, Hurriyet 
said. Japanese organisers of 
the show then apologised, 
saying: “They did not know 
stripping before a crowd 
was against Turkish tradi- 
tions," but the competition 
was canceled. 


Blair vetoes ads 
showing ‘wobbly’ 
Major 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
undeclared election cam- 
paign may already have 
been dubbed the dirtiest- 
fought yet, but Labour 
leader Tony Blair has 
reportedly drawn the line at 
turning his opponent into a 
children’s cartoon character. 
Sunday newspapers said 
Blair had vetoed an adver- 
tising campaign portraying 
Prime Minister John Major 
as a feeble, dithering ver- 
sion of the Mr. Men of chil- 
dren's books. Labour’s 
advertising agency BMP 
had designed a series of 
brightly-coloured posters 
Shbwing Major as Mr 
Spineless, Mr. Dither. Mr. 
Weak and Mr. Panic, the 
Independent on Sunday and 
the Sunday Express said. 
But while Blair has rarely 
passed up an opportunity to 
accuse Major of being an 
ineffectual leader, he decid- 
ed the campaign was simply 
childish, the newspapers 
said. 


Clinton opens back 
channel to junior 
Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel- 
Prime Minister Benyarara? 
Netanyahu disclosed that 7 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
had opened secret back 
channel talks with the 
Jewish state — he had a 
meeting with five-year-old 
Yair Netanyahu. “He 
(Clinton) said to me: ‘I 
heard your son yair was 
here. Maybe you’ll bring' 
him to my office’,” 
Netanyahu told Israel array 
radio while on a visit to the 
United States. “He certainly 
wanted a very comprehen- 
sive and substantive politi- 
cal discussion,” Netanyahu 
revealed. “I consulted with 
him ( Yair). He told me he ' 
was in fact interested in 
meeting the prime minister 
of the United States,” 
Netanyahu chuckled. The 
Israeli leader, who met 
Clinton on Thursday, said 
’tair was accompanied by 
mother Sara and baby broth- 
er Avner on the 20-mintttc 
meeting on Friday. “I have 
not yet received a compre- 
hensive briefing on these 
discussions, it appears - the 
C k 1 tt^o involved in 
Netanyahu said, 
referring to the Clintons’ cat 
bocks. 


Drunken Bahrainis 
removed from flight 


CAIRO |R) — Egyptian 
authorities removed three 
Bahrainis from a Gulf Air 
plane flying from Bahrain to 
Casablanca because they 
w-ere drunk. The captain of 
ttie plane took advantage of 
i i u St °E 0ver in Caiw to report 
Bahrainis and ask for 
ine,r removal. airport 
sources said. He said they 
ad frightened oilier pussen- 
g^ r s. The three men were 
persuaded to leave the plane 
the sources 
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